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New Hope for Central Redevelopment 


THE PROBLEMS INVOLVED in redeveloping central areas 
of towns have, during the past year, engaged a lot of 
attention, giving rise to anxiety from more points of view 
than one. In particular there was the Piccadilly case, 
which laid bare in public many of the difficulties at their 
worst. Then there was the Civic Trust’s conference on 
the subject, at which distinguished speakers nearly all 
suggested that solutions were beyond the scope of existing 
law and practice, and proposed new special measures, more 
research and so on, Then there was the RIBA’s 
memorandum about Competition by Tender, deploring 
procedures which could confuse the quest for quality of 
design with a mundane pursuit of the highest ground rent. 
And throughout the whole period municipalities were 
doggedly getting on with redevelopment schemes, whether 
in accord with RIBA precepts or not, in much greater 
numbers than most people seemed to realise. Their work 
could be said to have employed both wise and unwise 
procedures and to have been scoring all kinds of results 
—good, bad and indifferent. 

Now the events at Chester, of which we printed a short 
account in our last issue, provide an example so encourag- 
ing that we may all well review our ideas and may even 
believe that success is within reach of any authority which 
adopts a sufficiently enlightened approach. 

The difficulties afflicting redevelopment of central areas 
can perhaps be said to group themselves under two main 
headings—that of securing the financial and professional 
resources which the job requires; and that of ensuring 


that fine design is not subordinated to too much monetary 
caution or to greed. Under the first heading there are 
apprehensions of difficulty in getting public and private 
enterprise to work together, and doubts as to how capital 
and the best men are to be found if prospective profits 
are to be limited. Under the second heading, competition 
by tender is held to be dangerous, while the alternatives 
seem to inhibit such freedom on the part of competitors 
as would allow their proposals to range beyond a destiny 
for the site which has already been straitjacketed by a 
master planner. There seems to be no way of getting 
the best of both worlds. This is where the Chester experi- 
ence appears to have signified progress and to have offered 
an example which may be valuable in similar cases. We 
have not the knowledge to assert that no other munici- 
pality has done what Chester City Council did, but no 
case has come to notice in which all of the steps to be 
mentioned have been taken in conjunction. 

First, the City Council appear to have specified clearly 
what they wanted, without having tied competitors down 
too much or cramped their imagination. Then they cate- 
gorically emphasised that the highest attention would be 
paid to design, thus making it plain that financial con- 
siderations would not be allowed to override appreciation 
of any scheme thought best for Chester, even if it offered 
a lesser ground rent. In the event twenty-four schemes 
were submitted, many of them well worth consideration 
—and praise is due to all of those who tendered. 

The next stage of the work, judgment of the schemes 
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and tenders, is, of course, dependent always on the 
qualities of the judges. But there are other noteworthy 
features in the Chester case, both in the Council’s willing- 
ness to be advised and in their excellent decision to have 
independent consultants on the surveying as well as the 
architectural side. As it turned out, the two consultants 
—NMR. G. GRENFELL BAINES, FRIBA, and MR. C. D. PILCHER— 
were at one in their judgments and the Council were 
fortunate in the clear and distinguished way in which they 
explained their findings. But, by having a surveyor as well 
as an architect, both of them eminent in the town-planning 
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field, the Council insured themselves against any sort of 
solecism either in design or in estate management. 

The chosen scheme or tender was far from offering 
the highest ground rent; but one has only to read the 
consultant architect’s report to perceive the high quality 
of the scheme, its sympathy with the existing city and its 
superiority to the other schemes, good though some of 
them were. Comment on that score would call for a 
separate article. Our present purpose is only to deduce 
that a competition of this kind can lead to a successful 
and prompt result if handled skilfully. 


Building by Local Authorities 


THE HIGH PEAK of local authority building activity was 
reached in 1953. Since then, for political and other 
reasons, housebuilding by local councils has declined; 
the building of schools has continued apace, but the 
number of children of school age will fall after this year 
and fewer new schools will be needed. On the other 
hand, local authorities will continue to have heavy respon- 
sibilities both in housing and education, and there is a 
considerable back-log of other building work to be done. 
Local authorities will be a major client of the building 
industry for many years to come, but the political and 
social pressures upon them are likely to be somewhat 
relaxed. 

The present moment is thus particularly favourable for 
some fundamental thinking about the administrative and 


The new tower office block for Imperial Chemical Industries 
under construction as part of the Millbank development scheme. 
This structural concrete design is one of the exhibits on view 
at the ‘ Building in the Sixties’ exhibition at the Guildhall, 
Londen, EC, from March 27 to 30. The architects are Ronald 
Ward and Partners; the consulting engineer, Lt.-Col. G. W. 
Kirkland, MBE, MICE, MIStructE; and the principal contractors, 
John Mowlem and Co. Ltd. 





financial problems involved, and the relationships between 
local authorities and the building industry. That changes 
ought to be made has been evident for a long time: the 
need for selective tendering, over which local authorities 
have been curiously stubborn, is a case in point. Thanks, 
however, to the enterprise of the Royal Institute of Public 
Administration, it is now possible to see the various 
problems in the context of an exhaustive and authoritative 
review of building by local authorities. The Institute 
commissioned a full-time research officer (Mrs, Elizabeth 
Layton) and a first-class study group to conduct an inquiry. 
Their report* has now been published in book form, and 
it ought to be widely read, not least at Westminster. 
The report makes it clear that any reform of local 
authority building practice will involve consideration of 
the principles and practice of Government control. Some 
of the practices for which local authorities are criticised 
are really the result of the difficulties which Whitehall 
creates. Local authorities are subject to an extraordinary 
degree of control. Their budgets, like those of other 
public authorities, are constantly affected by Government 
decisions as to the volume of public expenditure which 
is considered desirable having regard to the state of the 
national economy. Unlike other public authorities, they 
are subject to detailed control of building standards and 
costs. And, since much of their capital expenditure is 


® assisted by the Exchequer, they are hampered by the fact 


that Parliament only gives authority for expenditure on 
an annual basis. Within the limits thus imposed by Par- 
liament, the Ministry of Education has been outstandingly 
successful in introducing forward-programming for a 
reasonable period ahead. The Ministry of Housing has 
been less successful; even allowing for less favourable 
circumstances, there seems little doubt that the Ministry 
could introduce a programming system which would allow 
authorities more time in which to plan their operations 
efficiently. Again, whereas the Ministry of Education 
indicates to authorities the cost limits within which they 
must work before design starts, cost limits for housing 
are not fixed in advance; although authorities are usually 
aware of the general level of costs which the Ministry is 
likely to approve, there seems little sense in a system 
in which plans do not reach the Ministry until they are 
ready for tender. 

Government control is, of course, only one aspect of this 
intricate subject. The report examines the workings of 
the committee system in local government, the division 
of responsibility between chief officers, the use of private 
architects, and direct labour. It recommends the adoption 
of selective tendering and points to a number of reforms 
which local authorities could make without waiting for 
the Ministries to reform their procedures, and which would 
make for greater efficiency and better relations between 
local authorities and building contractors. 


** Building by Local Authorities,’ by Elizabeth Layton. 
lished by George Allen & Unwin, price 
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“NOT QUITE ARCHITECTURE’—a_ phrase 
thrown up by a light-hearted contem- 
porary—splendidly describes the instruc- 
tional talk (to call it a lecture would be 
to wrong the speaker) given in London 
last week by Professor Northcote Par- 
kinson, Professor Parkinson needs no 
introduction to members of the building 
industry who have observed at first-hand 
the truth of his discovery that ‘ Work 
expands to fill the time available for it’ 
and, more recently, other economic 
dicta set out in his book ‘ The Law and 
the Profits.” One of these dicta— Expen- 
diture rises to meet income ’—formed 
the point of departure for the talk on 
Taxation to which we refer; though it has 
no application particularly to architects 
and builders, Parkinson’s views con- 
cern us all as citizens over-burdened by 
taxation, the incidence of which, in his 
view, is responsible not only for loss of 
industrial initiative but also, surprisingly 
enough, for modern art. His deductions 
(set out in his talk, reprinted almost ‘ in 
extenso’ on page 552) make convincing 
and amusing reading, though it would be 
a mistake to think of him merely as a 
funny man—he is deadly serious and 
deadly right. 


* * * 


THE TALK IS COMMENDED to everyone 
who feels that taxation has reached a 
stage where, from both personal and 
national viewpoints, it is a brake on pro- 
gress. Parkinson’s remedy is startlingly 
simple: first, instead of each Government 
department being invited annually to 
submit an estimate of expenditure, it 
should be told what it can spend—the 
sum total not to exceed a fixed and fair 
proportion of the national income, 
which he suggests should be 20 per cent; 
next, that the public accounts should be 
drawn up in such a way that they could 
be understood (the present system dates 
from Charles II’s reign); and third, that 
the national debt requires looking into 
and possibly paying off. ‘Aims of 
Industry,’ which laid on this brilliant 
talk, earn the thanks of all. 


RIBA Literature 


IF ANY MEMBERS of the RIBA are still in 
doubt as to the need for the ‘ new look’ 
that has recently been given to the Royal 
Institute’s literature a visit to the exhi- 
bition of RIBA publications, now on view 
outside the members’ bar at 66 Portland- 
place, in which ‘before’ and ‘after’ 
examples are displayed, should convince 
them both of the need for a change and 
of the general improvement achieved. 
Considerable praise and very few com- 
plaints have in fact followed the re- 
designing typographically and the adop- 
tion of the international ‘ A’ sizes in the 
RIBA’s publications, the only notable ex- 
ception being the ‘ Journal's’ new cover, 
Which has not been so well received. 
However, the cover is now being re- 
designed, and in the process it is hoped 


Notes of the Week 


Parkinson on Taxation ; RIBA Literature ; The Belles of Trinity; 
Cultural Relations Overseas 


to find a composition that will, when it is 
desired, allow the reproduction of a suit- 
able photograph. 


The Belles of Trinity 


WHILST THE LAURELS for last week’s most 
courageous act will undoubtedly go to 
the four Eiger mountaineers, we feel that 
an honourable mention must be given to 
the architect who ran the gauntlet of 
Trinity School, Southwark, on March 15. 
Watched by BBC’s ‘ Tonight’ cameras 
Mr. Peter Chamberlin bravely submitted 
himself to the most merciless questioning 
by a bunch of very intelligent teenage 
girls, reminiscent of those equally intelli- 
gent but not so scrupulous denizens of 
Ronald Searle’s ill-fated St. Trinian’s. 
Although the girls agreed that their brand 
new school in Harper-road (designed by 
Messrs. Chamberlin, Powell and Bon and 
shown in a view on page 556) was a vast 
improvement upon the inconveniently 
cramped and ugly Victorian pile which 
they had recently vacated, there were cer- 
tain things which did not meet with their 
approval under the hyperbolic paraboloid. 
They did not like getting wet when 
moving from classroom to classroom, in 
certain cases chalkboards were difficult 
to see, there were not sufficient cup- 
boards, staircases were unduly narrow 
(their criticism), and there were no corri- 
dors isolated from the classrooms. Mr. 
Chamberlin conceded much of his young 
critics’ comment though in many 
instances, especially on questions of space, 
he suggested a deputation to the Ministry 
of Education to which he would give sup- 
port! All in all, however, this may have 
been one occasion when the architect did 
not ‘ thank heaven for little girls.’ 


Cultural Relations Overseas 


THE CURRENT ANNUAL REPORT of the 
British Council sets out the achievements 
for the year 1959-60 of that admirable 
body whose purpose is the promotion of 
a wider knowledge of this country and 
the English language abroad, and the 
development of closer cultural relations 
with Commonwealth countries. Using the 
maxim that culture and learning equate 
with individual, social and economic ad- 
vancement the Council has fully imple- 
mented the British Government’s policy 
to encourage further the flow of British 
books and periodicals overseas by the 
expansion of its libraries and information 
services. 

The Council now maintains 100 
libraries and regularly supplies books to 
some sixty more; it is in the process of 
setting up 22 others. Its total stocks in 
the period under review ran to the mas- 
sive total of one million volumes. This 
is believed to be the most widespread 
service of its kind in the world, and it is 
significant that in some countries these 
libraries are almost the sole source of 
supply of the printed word in English. 
Book exhibitions, the recruitment of 


The joint architects and engineers of the 
new ‘ Daily Mirror’ building at Holborn- 
circus, London, presenting a_ silver 
salver to Mr. Cecil H. King, chairman of 
the ‘ Daily Mirror,’ after he had opened 
the building on March 7. Sir Owen 
Williams is on the left and Mr. A. R. F. 
Anderson on the right 


teachers for duty overseas, and thé 
administration of various fellowships for 
study and research, are other aspects of 
the Council’s work. 


* * ” 


THE CONSTANT INCREASE in overseas 
students at universities and colleges in 
the United Kingdom has meant con- 
tinuously growing pressure on the ser- 
vices and facilities provided for them by 
the Council. Such a heavy programme 
has been successfully carried out by its 
very able staff, and its policies cleverly 
steered by the officers and executives of 
the innumerable specialised committees 
and panels, many of which are served by 
the country’s most illustrious scholars 
and administrators. The annual report of 
the British Council may be obtained, 
price 2s. 6d., from its headquarters at 
65 Davies-street, London, W1. 


Poet’s Cerner 


A NOISE SURVEY is now being jointly 
undertaken by the LCC and the DSIR, 
and a three-day conference on the sub- 
ject is to be held at the National Physi- 
cal Laboratory, Teddington, in June. 


Once, as on tranquil Bredon, 
Bells sweetly filled the air, 

But now a dreadful uproar 
That one can hardly bear 
Prevaileth everywhere. 


In many a flimsy building 
Distressing clamour dwells; 
Through lack of insulation 
Excessive decibels 
Provoke protesting yells. 


Aircraft and motor traffic 

Our faculties benumb; 
Stifle this fearful racket, 

Oh, decibels, be dumb, 

Lest we should all succumb. 


ANON. 
(With apologies to A. E. Housman.) 











THE CLIENT, who has a family of four, 
is a consulting engineer, and in addi- 
tion to the normal accommodation he 
required a study for occasional inter- 
viewing. 

Certain convenants attached to the 
sale of the land controlled the minimum 
price of the house, the general design 
and choice of external materials. The 
site sloped 5 ft. from front to rear and 
the ground was subsequently filled in 
and levelled at the front and terraced at 
the rear. 

A compact labour saving plan was 
required, with sitting room, dining 
space and kitchen en suite. A breakfast 
alcove off the kitchen was desired as 
a labour saving device for quick service 
at the breakfast peak hour. 

The kitchen is truly the hub of the 
house, fitted with specially designed 


wall cupboards. Bench tops are covered 
with Formica and a Fisholow stainless 
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House in Sutton, Surrey 


BASIL I. BRIGGS, ARIBA, architect 
SHOPLAND & CO. LTD., general contractors 


steel sink unit with double drainers is 
let into the top. The gas cooker has 
a high level grille, with fumes extracted 
by means of a canopy and Vent Axia 
type extract fan set in the external wall. 

Central heating and domestic hot 
water is by means of a Trianco P.80 
solid fuel boiler and distributed by 
means of small bore (4 in.) copper pipes 
and silent Bush Perfector impeller 
pump. There are flush wall panel type 
radiators in all rooms. The fireplace in 
the sitting room has a Camelon grate 
with underfloor draught, and hot air 
ducts in the chimney breast to the two 
bedrooms immediately over. 

A utility room, fitted with cupboards, 
is situated between the kitchen and 
garage and accommodates the electric 
washing machine. The floor can be 
easily washed down which falls to a 
drain for easy working. There is a 
small glass dome let into the roof. 





main elevation from the road 


sub-contractors & suppliers : 


Roofing: A. H. Herbert & Co. Ltd.; win- 
dows: Henry Hope & Son Ltd.; precast 
concrete window surrounds: Kendellstone; 
joinery: H. G. Puley (Romford) Ltd.; in situ 
and hollow tile floors: Smiths Fireproof 
Floors Ltd.; kitchen wall cupboards, etc.: 
Rippers Ltd.; faeing bricks: Crowborough, 
purple-grey sandfaced bricks; wood block 
and strip floors: Philip Flooring Co. Ltd.; 
extract fan: Vent Axia Ltd.; boiler: Trianco 
Ltd.; heating installation: A. E. Peasley & 
Son; impeller pump: Bush Perfector; 
interior flush doors: F. Hills & Sons Ltd.; 
sanitary fittings: Walter Taylor (Belmont) 
Ltd.; fireplace: The Grange Camelon Iron 
Co. Ltd., F. Burbridge & Co. Ltd.; wrot 
iron balustrades: Wm. Dyter, Woodford; 
wrot iron entrance gates: Coates Fencing 
Ltd.;_ electrical: Ward Bros.; loft ladder: 
Loft Ladders Ltd.; asphalt: Permanite Ltd.; 
glass dome: T. W. Ide Ltd.; door furniture: 
F. Knight & Co. Ltd.; wall tiling: Walter 
Taylor (Belmont) Ltd.; vinyl floor tiles: 
The Marley Tile Co. Ltd.; roof tiles: Lang- 
ley London Ltd.; flush doors: F. Hills & 
Son Ltd. 
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rear elevation and outbuildings 


kitchen 
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Letter to the Editor 





Defeating the Package-dealer 


sir,—In your leading article ‘ Meeting 
the Package-Deal Challenge’ (‘ The 
Builder,’ March 10) you put forward the 
organisation of professional firms into 
consortia as a possible way of competing 
with contractors’ package-deals. As a 
quantity surveyor for such a consortium 
formed several years ago partly to deal 
with this problem, may I make a few 
comments on behalf of the consortium 
based on our collective experience. 

1. Whilst the consortium necessarily 
consists of architects, quantity sur- 
veyors, structural, electrical and 
mechanical engineers, it should also 
be able to provide ,the services of 
valuers and estate agents and bankers, 
so that if required, the client can be 
given comprehensive professional ser- 
vices including the development and 
re-development of land, through the 
various stages of conception, investi- 
gation of feasibility and viability, de- 
sign, construction and subsequent 
management, also assistance or advice 
in raising capital. 

2. To be effective, the firms com- 
prising the building team must work 
in the same building. This is essen- 
tial if the pre-contract work is to be 
done as quickly as it can be handled 
by the package-dealer. Discussion 
between the various staffs eliminates 
the time wasting process of letter 
writing, sending sketches, question- 
naires, etc., and inevitably produces 
more satisfactory results. This en- 
courages assistants engaged on the 
work to ask questions of the allied 
professions and promotes an interest 
in and respect for the work and prob- 
lems of all members of the team. 

3. In a consortium all firms would 
have to be both singly and collectively 
responsible to the client and all prob- 
lems between client and the profes- 
sions are canalised through the archi- 
tect. The architect acts as leader and 
is directly in contact with the client 
and is responsible for implementing 
the client’s instructions through the 
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Now could we have your views, 
Mr. Jones, on this problem of Lon- 
don’s overspill ?’ 





other professional members of the 
group. This does not absolve the 
other professions in the group from 
responsibility, and each member re- 
mains responsible for his particular 
sphere and the client is fully protected 
against acts of negligence as in the 
more usual methods of employment. 
4. Working as closely together in- 
creases cost efficiency. The architects 
and engineers are able to obtain cost 
comparisons at a moment’s notice, 
even on minor matters of detail. 
Working broadly speaking as outlined 
above, we have found that we can pro- 
duce the contract documents to enable 
a start to be made on site at a speed com- 
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parable to that of a contractor’s package- 
deal, whilst maintaining the traditional 
position between the client and the archi- 
tect and, of course, with the benefits of 
full professional services and a competi- 
tive tender. 

No attempt is made here to compare 
the efficiency of normal private practice 
offices and consortia. But, for the reasons 
which you gave in your leading article, it 
would seem that it is only through con- 
sortia that the professions are likely to 
compete with the package-dealer in speed 
and accurate costing. It seems, however, 
that the package-dealer still has one 
enormous advantage over professional 
consortia, in that he is able to approach 
the public and acquaint them with the 
service he provides. 

JOHN R. COULTHARD [aRICsS], 
D. A. R. Rowland and Partners, 
6, Welbeck-street, London, WI. 


Competition News 


Government Offices and Conference 
Centre, Westminster 


SEVENTY-FIVE applications for conditions 
have been received in connection with 
the architectural competition promoted 
by the Ministry of Works for an office 
and conference building on a site at 
Broad Sanctuary, Westminster, This was 
stated by SIR WILLIAM HOLFORD, PRIBA, 
who is one of the assessors, at a Press 
conference at the RIBA on March 15. 


. 


Competitions Open 


COUNTY OFFICES, ROXBURGH.—Competition 
sponsored by the Roxburgh County Council 
and open to registered architects practising 
and resident in Scotland, for new County 
Offices at Newtown St. Boswells at esti- 
mated cost of £225,000. Assessor is Mr. 
W. H. Kininmonth, RSA, FRIBA, FRIAS; 
premiums are 500, 300 and 200 guineas; last 
date for submission of designs is March 31, 
1961; and the final date for receipt of ques- 
tions is October 31. Conditions and General 
Instructions from the County Clerk, County 
Offices, Newtown St. Boswells, Roxburgh, on 
deposit of £2 2s. September 23. 


RAILWAY PASSENGER BUILDING, TUNIS.— 
Competition sponsored by the Société 
Nationale des Chemins de Fer Tunisiens for 
a passenger building to be erected at Tunis 
Ville station. First prize will be the definite 
execution of the plan; other prizes will be: 
2nd, 1,000 Dinars; 3rd, Dinars; and 
4th, 500 Dinars (I Dinar 17s. 6d.). Closing 
date for designs is May 1. President of the 
jury will be M. le President Directeur- 
General de la SNCFT, 66 Rue du Portugal, 
Tunis, to whom interested architects should 
apply enclosing testimonials. A file on the 
project may be inspected at the Tunisian 
Embassy, 29 Princes-gate, London, SW7. 
November 25. 


CIVIC CENTRE, LINCOLN.—Competition spon- 
sored by the Lincoln City Council and open 
to registered architects for a civic centre to 
be built at Lincoln at a cost not to exceed 
£975,000, excluding site clearance and pro- 
fessional fees, but inclusive of outside works. 
Assessors: Geoffrey Jellicoe, CBE, FRIBA, 
Sir Leslie Martin, FRIBA, and Mr. J. M. 
Richards, CBE, ARIBA; premiums: £4,000, 
£2,000 and £1,000; last date for submission 
of designs is July 7; and the final date for 
the receipt of questions is January 31. Con- 
ditions on deposit of 2 gns. from the Town 
Clerk, Town Clerk’s Office, Saltergate, Lin- 
coln. December 30. 


WESTMINSTER HOUSING SCHEME.—Competi- 
tion sponsored by the City of Westminster 
and open to registered architects for the lay- 





out of an area in Westminster of about 
12 acres and for the design of flats and other 
buildings to be erected thereon. The assessor 
is Mr. Philip Powell, OBE, FRIBA; premiums 
are 1,500 gns. for the author of the design 
placed first, and a further 1,500 gns. to be 
allotted by the assessor among the authors 
of from two to five designs placed next in 
order of merit. Last date for submission of 
designs is July 10, and for the receipt of 
questions, February 3. Conditions on receipt 
of deposit of 3 gns. from the Town Clerk, 
Westminster City Hall, Charing Cross-road, 
London, WC2. December 30. 


GOVERNMENT OFFICE BUILDING AND CONFER- 
ENCE CENTRE.—Competition sponsored by 
the Minister of Works for architects resident 
in the UK to submit designs for an office 
and conference building proposed to be 
erected on a site at Broad Sanctuary, West- 
minster. Assessors are Sir William Holford, 
MA, PRIBA, MTPI, Sir Leslie Martin, PhD, 
FRIBA, and Mr. Eric Bedford CB, CVO, 
ARIBA. Premiums of £3,000, £2,000 and 
£1,000 are offered for designs placed first, 
second and third respectively. The sum 
allocated for the building is £800,000, Last 
date for submission of designs is October 2; 
last date for questions, May 1. . Conditions 
on receipt of a returnable deposit of £2 from 
the Secretary, Ministry of Works (AS8L), 
Lambeth Bridge House, London, SEl. 
March 10. 


NEW COUNTY OFFICES, READING.—Competi- 
tion sponsored by Berkshire County Council 
open to architects on ARCUK register for 
county offices proposed at Reading. 
Assessor is Mr. Frederick Gibberd, CBE, 
FRIBA. Premiums: £3,000, £2,000 and 
£1,000; conditions, site plan etc. on deposit 
of 2 guineas from the Clerk of the County 
Council, Shire Hall, Reading, to whom 
designs should be submitted by October 31. 
Last date for questions is June 26. 
March 10. 


MOTHERWELL AND WISHAW CIVIC CENTRE.— 
The Town Council of the Burgh of Mother- 
well and Wishaw invites architects resident 
in the UK to submit designs in a two-stage 
competition for a civic centre, to include 
public halls, municipal offices and shopping 
development. Six successful competitors in 
first stage will be invited to submit more 
detailed designs for the second. Each of 
the six will receive £500, and the premium 
for design placed first will be £1,000. 
Assessor is Mr. A, G. Sheppard Fidler, MA. 
FRIBA, AMTPI; last day for submission of 
designs in the first stage is June 1, and in 
the second, November 1; last date for ques- 
tions is April 1. Conditions from the 
Town Clerk, Town Hall, Motherwell, deposit 
1 guinea. February 3. 


* The date in italics refers to the issue of 
The Builder in which fuller details appeared. 
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Broxbourne Station, Hertfordshire 


for British Railways, Eastern Region 


H. H. POWELL, MBE, BARCH(LIV), FRIBA, regional architect under the general direction 
of A. K. TERRIS, BSC, MICE, chief civil engineer 

A. J. FAGG, ARIBA, principal assistant architect 

J. WARD, AADIPL, ARIBA; S. G. ADUTT, DIPLARCH(NP), ARIBA; C. M. HOPKINS; 

P. E. REYNIERS, AADIPL, ARIBA; P. J. WALKER, DIPLARCH(BIRM), design team 

W. & C. FRENCH LTD., general contractors 








View from the station approach road. The design, 
sister to Harlow Town Station, successfully relies 
again on emphasising the overbridge and lift towers 
and on crisp detailing. Below, general layout plan 
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BROXBOURNE STATION has been rebuilt 
and resited north of the old building, as 
part of a major remodelling scheme con- 
sequent to electrification of the line from 
Liverpool Street to Bishops Stortford. 
The layout of platforms and tracks were 
altered to eliminate rail traffic bottle- 
necks, and the work includes a new 
signal box, staff block and goods yard, 
and raising the centre of a nearby road 
bridge. 

The station is approached by a new 
road and forecourt with parking for 80 
cars, a taxi rank and a bus terminal. 
The booking hall is in a single storey 
block entered from the forecourt, and 
access to the station platforms is via an 
overbridge with dual corridors, one for 
passengers and the other for staff and 
parcels traffic. A waiting room, station- 
master’s office, kiosk and public lava- 
tories are located at this level. Three 
goods lifts serving the overbridge are 
available for passengers who are unable 
to climb stairs. 
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1, staircase up to over- 
bridge. 2, public cor- 
ridor of the overbridge. 
3, staircase from book- 
ing hall. 4, the booking 
hall, Walls are fair-face 
brickwork, with quarry 
tile floor and varnished 
timber ceilings contain- 
ing egg-crate lighting 
panels. 5, staircase from 
overbridge to station 
platform. Below, plan 
of overbridge, scale: 
1 in. = 24 ft. 





—— —- 


| == 
b STAIRCASE + E 
HALL dn 












BOOKSTALL 


MESS RM 





SW PASSAGE. 
AON 





GOODS 
CORRIDOR 


PASSENGER 
CORRIDOR 











STATIONMASTERS 
OFFICE 





WAITING 
ROOM 


= 





UP PLATFORM 










SIGNAL TATION 
ENGINEER [STORE 



















“~ 


_—. 








March 24 1961 





550 THE BUILDER 





sauce 


WS i ial & 


- 





ee. 






























































200 wo 
ie i 1, station platforms and awn- 
2 4g a HR ings. 2 and 3, exterior and 
3} interior of platform waiting 
‘ HP rooms. 4, new signal box. 
)-8 pilae Hf: Below, section through over- 
be oe : NE bridge corridors, lift shaft and 
il om oN staircase to station platform, 
a = oH scale: 1 in. = 8 ft. 
| F iia ia 
| 
a q 
2-6 | * 
eel door 
frame 4 Oo 
oo |; PASSENGER CORRIDOR? my A 
ry ae I™ 
‘gr vA reed 2. 66% %e" quarry tiles om x2 hw hangs a. 4 te H 
“* -O}; | > 4 
N on 2'k screed z t 4, |I2-9° I j 
a 5 “ 






























nsitu rc stairs with 
quorry tile treads t 
risers & non slip nosings 




































































551 





THE BUILDER March 24 1961 


Broxbourne Station, 
Hertfordshire 


The main structure has been designed so that the 
whole of the overbridge is supported by the three lift 
towers and an intermediate fin. The lift shafts are of 
reinforced in situ concrete faced in blue brindle brick- 
work used as permanent shuttering, from which are 
cantilevered parts of the overbridge floor. Between 
the lift shafts are precast pre-stressed concrete beams 
and floor slabs which span over the railway tracks 
and carry the walls and roof of the overbridge. The 
structural floor of each span was designed to be erected 
in a few hours to minimise disturbance of railway opera- 
tion. The superstructure of the overbridge is of London 
Stock brickwork used as simply as possible with a 
lightweight roof system of trussed steel beams, 





designed to give lateral stability to the supporting 
brickwork. 

Hard wearing materials have been chosen, requiring 
little maintenance and aimed at expressing the beauty 
of natural finishes. Public areas have blue quarry tile 
floors, fairface brick walls and hardwood ceilings. 
Paintwork has been reduced to a minimum. Contrasts 
in material have been deliberately used: the rough 
texture of brick surfaces and massiveness of concrete 
superstructure being set against large sheets of plate 
glass and the smoothness and precision of timber hand- 
rails and aluminium door furniture. 

The two island platforms have extensive awnings, con- 
sisting of a grid of lightweight trussed steel beams 
bearing on brick cross piers. The roof covering is of 
bituminous felt on wood wool slabs with timber soffits 
and fascias. Services for loudspeakers, lighting and 
drainage are concealed in the cavities of the awning and 
supporting walls. Beyond the covered part of the 
platforms are enclosed shelters which supplement the 
waiting room accommodation on the overbridge. 





sub-contractors & suppliers : 


Heating (station): Matthew. T. Hall & Co. Ltd.; heating 
(staff building): G. N. Haden & Son Ltd.; electrical ser- 
vices: Troughton & Young Ltd.; lift services: Wm. Wads- 
worth & Co. Ltd.; bituminous felt roofing: Limmer & 
Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co. Ltd.; ironmongery: H. & C. 
Davis & Co. Ltd.; metal windows: Doodson & Bain Ltd.; 
metal folding doors, etc.: Hoskins (Metalwork); glazing: 
Mustill & Wallis & Co. Ltd.; plumbing: Structural Services 
Ltd.; roof steelwork: Metal Sections Ltd.; ticket office 
furniture: Roneo Ltd.; ‘Flexiprinter’ ticket machine: 
Westinghouse Garrard Ticket Machines Ltd.; waiting room 
furniture: Hille (London) Ltd.; civil engineering work: 
William Fairclough & Co. Ltd.; piling: Holmpress Ltd. 
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Parkinson on Taxation 


How Expenditure Rises to Meet Income 


In a brilliant lecture delivered on March 15 to a meeting sponsored by 
‘Aims of Industry,’ Professor C. Northcote Parkinson, the distinguished 
inventor of ‘ Parkinson’s Law’ and author of ‘The Law and the Profits,’ 
examined the system of taxation as operated in this country, and outlined 
his idea for bringing to an end this ‘ established system of mystery, exaction 
and waste.’ The chair was taken by Mr. Geoffrey Hirst, MP, and Mr. Donald 
Wade, MP, proposed a vote of thanks. 


IN APPROACHING this subject of taxation 
(said Professor Parkinson) my point of 
departure is Parkinson’s Second Law, as 
explained in my recent book ‘ The Law 
and the Profits’: EXPENDITURE RISES TO 
MEET INCOME. This is a matter, you may 
say, of everyday experience; and so, to 
be sure, it is. On the day when we first 
achieve a rise in salary—being promoted, 
shall we say, from Nodder to Junior Yes- 
Man—we plan how to spend the money; 
so much for an insurance policy, so much 
in reducing the mortgage, so much in a 
trust fund for the children. By the time 
we gain our second salary rise, we save 
ourselves the trouble. There is no sur- 
plus, there never has been, there never 
will be. What we might seek to allocate 
has been quietly absorbed. We are no 
wealthier at the end of the year. We may 
be actually poorer. In any case, we still 
find too much month left over at the end 
of the salary. The surplus which should 
exist in theory is never there in fact. 
But when we turn from private income 
to public revenue, we at once notice a 
difference. Expenditure rises to meet in- 
come, true enough, but no one knows 
what the government’s income is sup- 
posed to be. It is merely the grand total 
of departmental demands, revenue being 
adjusted to meet the cost of administra- 
Now let us agree, to begin with, 


tion. 
that government is perfect. Could Mr. 
Macmillan be mistaken? Impossible! 


Preposterous! He has been returned to 
office by a large majority of voters; good 
men and true, who have carefully studied 
and fully approve the government's 
system of finance. We can safely assume 
that his method is the best. So we can 
do no better than follow the example 
set by the wisest among us. Let us draw 
up our own budget exactly as Mr. Selwyn 
Lloyd will draw up his. Who are we to 
say that this method is wrong? 


Family Needs 


Suppose that our family comprises one 
husband and father, sometimes laughingly 
described as the head of the family; one 


wife and mother; Sheila (aged 18); 
Brian (aged 13); and Peter (aged 8). 
Having carefully studied government 


practice in finance, and having resolved 
to mode! himself in all things on Mr. 
Selwyn Lloyd, father asks each member 
of the family what he or she will need 
in the coming year. Mother decides on a 
Morris for herself—which implies a two- 
car garage—new fitted carpets and cur- 
tains, a ‘dream kitchen’ (whatever that 
may be) and a system of oil-fired central 
heating. Sheila decides on a finishing 
school in Switzerland, guaranteed to 
finish any normal credit balance, followed 


by a Season in London with its logical 
sequel, a wedding at St. George’s, Han- 
over Square. Brian has decided on a 
political career leading to cabinet office, 
for which the vital preliminaries are 
Eton, Christ Church and a commission in 
the Guards. Brian will come to realise, 
of course, as he grows older, that these 
are only minimum requirements. In the 
Parkinson Scale, used invariably these 
days in deciding on cabinet appointments, 
points are awarded for various qualifica- 
tions. Thus five points can be gained 
under the last column but one, headed 
‘ For being related to the Duke of Devon- 
shire.’ The last column allots ten marks, 
as you will have guessed ‘ For being the 
Duke of Devonshire.’ On this subject I 
feel bound to comment upon the success 
of this remarkable family in simul- 
taneously making one relative Prime 
Minister of Britain and another the 
President of the United States. Brian 
will need to think out the implications of 
this before announcing his engagement. 
Nor must his father neglect to provide 
the ways and means. 


Father Takes Action 


Turn now to the younger son, whose 
ideas are hardly less expensive. Peter has 
chosen his prep-school—Cheam, as it 
happens, for some reason or other—with 
a view to entering Gordonstoun and 
becoming a gentleman-farmer. More im- 
mediately, he wants a moon rocket, a fly- 
ing saucer and a baby brother of his own 
age. Father now adds to the list his 
own basic needs: a Jaguar instead of the 
Hillman Husky, a cabin cruiser for fish- 
ing, a long holiday in Bermuda and a life 
subscription to one of the more exclusive 
clubs. Add to all these items the fixed 
overheads, taxes, mortgage, insurance, 
fuel and light. Add the normal house- 
keeping expenses. Total up the whole list. 
We now have the family’s estimated needs 
for the coming year, calculated on the 
basis approved by Mr. Heathcoat Amory 
and soon to be approved by Mr. Selwyn 
Lloyd. The estimates finalised, father 
goes to his employer with a demand for 
the salary which his proposed expenditure 
would seem to imply. 

‘But you are not worth that much,’ 
says the Manager. ‘I know,’ says father, 
‘but I can’t live on what I’m worth.’ ‘ In 
that case,’ says the Manager, ‘ you had 
best find yourself another job. Good-day, 
and close the door after you.’ 

What I want to emphasise is that this 
imaginary father has done exactly what 
Mr. Selwyn Lloyd proposes to do in 1961. 
He has collected the demands from his 
colleagues and added up a grand total of 
what they need. Then he tries to find the 


money, only to be told that it is more 
than he is worth. Our position as tax- 
payers is different. Were we to protest 
that Mr. Macmillan’s government is not 
worth what Mr. Selwyn Lloyd says it will 
cost, we should find ourselves in a weak 
position. ‘Not worth it?’ Mr. Lloyd 
would exclaim, ‘I never said that it was. 
But it is what you will have to pay, just 
the same. That is the law. Pay up and 
shut up.’ 


The Vanishing Ceiling 


I have tried to show what would 
happen if we each tried to follow the 
example set by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. But how would it be if Mr. 
Selwyn Lloyd were to follow our example? 
Might he not begin, as we do, by asking 
how much money he has to spend? To 
this question there is no answer. The 
revenue has been assumed to be limitless, 
expenditure rising therefore towards a 
ceiling that is not there. We know, on 
the one hand, that public expenditure has 
tended to increase since history began. 
We know, on the other hand, that a num- 
ber of governments have brought ruin on 
themselves through over-taxation. Mogul 
India, the Roman Empire, 16th Century 
Spain, the 17th Century Netherlands and 
18th Century France, all these afford 
examples of disastrously excessive taxa- 
tion. But at what point has taxation 
become disastrous? 

To find the danger point is easier, I 
think, when we have understood the pro- 
cess by which taxes tend to rise. How 
did taxes begin and how have they in- 
creased? The first thing to realise is that 
people seldom pay taxes if they can pos- 
sibly avoid it. Where avoidance is at all 
possible, the amount of the tax is the same 
as the cost of avoidance. To take the 
earliest and simplest case, the first taxes 
were the sums demanded by feudal chiefs, 
robbers, customs officials, collectors for 
charity or blackmailers (they all amount 
to much the same thing), by people who 
had erected a barrier at a river junction 
or mountain pass. Their average demand 
was probably about 24 per cent, which 
represented the extra cost involved in 
going round some other way. Next in 
antiquity comes the tax on land, a sort 
of protection money paid by the cultivator 
to some local gangster, squire or 
racketeer. This seems to have averaged 
about 10 per cent per year, representing 
what it would cost to move to another 
district. For a tax of 10 per cent of the 
produce there is a great deal of historical 
precedent, ranging from Europe to China. 
In the more primitive societies, where 
migration was fairly easy, taxes seem 
rarely to have exceeded 10 per cent. If 
more was asked, the Israelites fled from 
Egypt, the point of the Promised Land 
being that it was beyond the tax- 
collector’s reach. 

When conditions have made migration 
difficult or impossible—where the more 


(continued on page 559) 
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Pre-cast Assembly 
for a Boys’ Club at Swindon, Wilts. 


Ww. C. BOWE, ARIBA, architect 
HOLLAND & HANNEN AND CUBITTS (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD., contractors 











general view, showing main entrance 


mural depicting the NABC lion surrounded by forms depicting the elements. 
The mural is routed into marine ply, relief areas being stained and the whole 
surface resin-sealed. Norelle C. Keddie, sculptor 


THE PARK BOYS’ CLUB, SWINDON— 
opened by Sir Peter Farquhar, Bt., on 
February 3 in the presence of a dis- 
tinguished company that included 
Admiral Sir Guy Russell, chairman of 
the National Association of Boys’ 
Clubs, and the Lord Ashcombe, 
chairman of Messrs. Holland & 
Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., who coven- 
anted part of the cost of the club and 
also undertook the design of the 
building and its erection—is interest- 
ing for two reasons. First, as an 
acknowledgment of the value of the 
boys’ club movement in a new ‘ over- 
spill’ town, which Swindon is (its 
1945 population of 68,000 is expected 
to grow by 1965 to 92,000); second, as 
an example of an entire precast 
assembly which has enabled this much- 
needed boys’ club, on which planning 
discussions began in March 1960, to 
be opened 10 months later. It is the 
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ing methods. The structure was 
conceived as an entirely precast 
assembly with slender columns and 
beams forming an r.c. frame to which 
panels of lightweight reinforced con- 
crete were attached to form walls and 
roof. These panels were designed to 
give both thermal insulation and an 
internal surface that made plastering 
unnecessary. Two layers of mineral- 
ised roofing felt were laid directly on 
to the roof slabs. The structural frame 
was based on a 12-ft. grid in both 
directions in order that as many com- 
ponents as possible could be standard- 
ised. The majority of the internal 
partitions are of clinker block cement- 
rendered, and the remaining partitions 
are of a demountable type so that the 
internal accommodation can be re- 
arranged should it so be required. 
Windows are Special sizes made of 
softwood; the high-level opening 
portions are fitted in alternate frames, 
and are of the horizontal centre-hung 
pivot type; all glass to windows and 
doors in the main hall is protected by 
removable wire protection guards. 
Finishes: Floors in the two halls are 
maple strip. The hobbies room has a 
PVC tile floor, activities rooms have 
lino tile, and the remaining floors areas 
are granolithic except for the paving 
under the entrance canopy which has 








main hall; blockboard mural by Norelle C. Keddie 


small hall, used for informal meetings and games 









first of six clubs which the National 
Association propose to establish, one 
on each of Swindon’s new estates, in 
the next five years. This programme 
is sponsored by a Council on which 
many local industrialists are repre- 
sented. 

The club was treated by Holland & 
Hannen and Cubitts as a research 
project and a design was worked out 
which meets the club’s needs and 
which could be built in precast con- 
crete in a very short time (the site was 
not cleared until mid-summer 1960). 
Local industrialists have helped finan- 
cially and in kind; the employees of 
Pressed Steel, for instance, made 
themselves responsible for much of the 
detail of the heating, plumbing and 
lighting. 

Construction: The plan having been 
settled, the time factor made it neces- 
sary to depart from traditional build- 
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paving slabs that are continued into 
the vestibule. All internal wall and 
ceiling surfaces are sprayed with 
either emulsion paint or stone paint; 
the colour scheme in the main hall 
consists of white ceiling with recessed 
panel joints in blue, dove-grey walls 
and doors in medium-blue. All other 
woodwork and structural r.c. framing 
is white. Externally a variety of sur- 
face and colour treatments has been 
used. The panels under the low-level 
windows are made up as a sandwich 
of aggregate-textured patterned con- 
crete as the outer face, an inner lining 
of woodwool to give necessary thermal 
insulation, and an inner skin of cement 
and sand rendering. The large panels 
on one side of the main hall have been 
rendered and spray-painted. On the 
other grey-green paint is sprayed. 


Services: An oil-fired boiler supplies 
domestic hot water and heating by 
low-pressure hot water. radiators. 
Fluorescent lighting is general, except 
for tungsten lamps in the small hall. 


Murals: Miss Norelle C. Keddie has 
designed the murals which are placed 
in the main entrance, the internal end 
wall of the main hall and on the 
external east wall. 


Cost: The building cost £22,500. 





casery ggg) 7 


hobbies 


yi 
o—__ +——-4 








octivities sf. 





cross section 








moin hell 











: ‘ _]oAor79 79 ry 
a 











° 

= sy 

i} 4 

— Ms 

|} 7 

= 

io 

+ eae 7 

‘ tl ~ 

—e 

=< 





showers 

















view from NE, showing abstract mural in fibreglass 


plan 






















































































long section 


plan, long and cross sections 


sub-contractors & suppliers : 


Frame, roof & wall slabs: Con- 
crete Development Co. Ltd.; wood, 
lino & pve floors: Acme Flooring 
& Paving Co. (1904) Ltd.; timber 
windows & doors: Holland & 
Hannen and Cubitts (Great Britain) 
Ltd., joinery department; glazing: 
British Challenge Glazing Co.; paint- 
ing: Holland & Hannen and Cubitts 
(Great Britain) Ltd., painting depart- 
ment; demountable _ partitioning: 
Cunic Partitioning; felt roofing: D. 
Anderson & Son Ltd.; sanitary ware: 
Standard Range & Foundry Co. Ltd.; 
ironmongery: H. & C. Davis & Co. . 
Ltd.; wire mesh screens: William J. 
Gower & Co. Ltd.; site clearance: H. 
Hibberd; fencing: Invicta Fencing 
Co. Ltd.; plastering: Pollock Bros. 
(London) Ltd.; wall tiling: Ward & 
Croft and The St. George’s Guild; 
and heating, plumbing & lighting: 
by courtesy of Pressed Steel Com- 
pany’s employees. 


News from the RIBA 


Widened Scope of the Distinction in Town Planning 


THE SCOPE of the RIBA Award for Dis- 
tinction in Town Planning is to be 
widened to admit those in a co-ordinat- 
ing or administrative relation to a piece 
of town planning, but who are not able 
to sign their name to it. On the other 
hand, the RIBA do not want to give the 
distinction to mere theoretical exercises 
in town planning, and to qualify a mem- 
ber must be responsible for some three- 
dimensional work on the ground. 

This was one of the decisions of the 
RIBA Council, taken at its meeting on 
March 14, that were made known by 
SIR WILLIAM HOLFORD, the President, at his 
Press conference on March 15. The first 
two paragraphs of the official wording for 
qualification for the award now read as 
follows (revised sentences in italics): 

1. The RIBA Award for Distinc- 
tion in Town Planning, which is the 
only award in town and country plan- 
ning bestowed by the RIBA, is by 
conferment only and is limited to 
Fellows, Associates and Licentiates of 
the RIBA. The award recognises out- 
standing achievement in town plan- 
ning and civic architecture. 

2. Recommendations are sub- 
mitted to the Council by a Standing 
Committee set up for the purpose. 
Personal applications by candidates 
are not entertained; the name of a 
candidate must be submitted by three 
or more sponsors, themselves mem- 
bers of the RIBA, who are required 
to submit details of the candidate’s 
professional qualifications and experi- 
ence, and evidence relevant to the 


The recently completed Trinity School, 


nature of his particular contribution. 

Joint Training in the _ Building 
Industry—An informal lunch meeting 
with two structural engineers, four quan- 
tity surveyors and four builders was held 
on February 28 at the RIBA. Architects 
present were Mr. D. E. E. Gibson (in the 
chair), Professor Denis Harper, Profes- 
sor Richard Llewelyn Davies and Mr. 
E. D. Mills. The discussion that took 
place led to a decision that the secre- 
taries of the bodies concerned should be 
encouraged to meet and agree some pro- 
posals to put to their respective councils 
for further collaboration on a formal 
and regular basis. This is being pursued. 

Quarterly Survey of Work 

RIBA Quarterly Survey of New Work 
reaching Architects’ Offices — From now 
on the National Institute of Economic 
and Social Research will be publishing 
our Quarterly Survey of new commis- 
sions received by private architects. This 
is something of an accolade, in that it 
amounts to official recognition of our 
figures as of general interest, and of 
sufficiently long standing to be soundly 
based and reliable.’ 

Lectures on Arbitration. — The Insti- 
tute of Arbitrators has asked whether 
the RIBA would be prepared to support 
(not financially) an initial course of lec- 
tures in London arranged by that Insti- 
tute ‘to outline in a practical manner 
for architects the law and practice of 
arbitration from submission to award.’ 


Harper-road, Southwark, London, SE1, 


designed for the London County Council by Messrs. Chamberlin, Powell and Bon, 


and built by Messrs. J. M. Hill and Sons Ltd., of Wembley. 


The main feature 


is the pentagonal assembly hall with houserooms at each corner roofed by a 

hyperbolic paraboloid. The houserooms are divided from the assembly hall by 

partitions which can be pulled back to give a larger assembly area when necessary. 

In addition to the houserooms and assembly hall there is a four-storey classroom 

block; a four-storey practical and workroom block; and three gymnasia, a kitchen 
and administrative block (see Note on page 543). 


556 THE BUILDER March 24 1961 


The Council gave its approval and the 
Practice Committee will now discuss 
details with the Institute of Arbitrators. 
The average age of arbitrators is going 
up and the RIBA is anxious that some 
younger people should be brought in. 

North Lancashire Society of Archi- 
tects.—At their meeting in May, 1960, in 
approving the proposals of the Constitu- 
tional Committee, the Council gave 
approval in principle to the separation of 
the Preston, Blackburn and _ District 
Society of Architects from the Manches- 
ter Society, and to its becoming directly 
allied to the RIBA under such title as 
might later be agreed. In accordance with 
By-law 70, the constitution and rules of 
the Society had to be submitted and 
approved by the RIBA Council as a pre- 
liminary to admission to alliance. The 
constitution and rules of the new Society 
under the title of The North Lancashire 
Society of Architects have been prepared 
in a series of joint consultations between 
the RIBA secretariat and the Society’s 
Honorary Secretary. The rules are now 
fully in order and the Council agreed 
the Society’s admission to alliance. 

Jamaican Society of Architects——The 
Jamaican Society of Architects was 
formed in the summer of 1957. Its mem- 
bership consists of approximately 35, of 
whom 24 are corporate members RIBA, 
3 are of former foreign nationality with 
foreign architectural qualifications, 4 are 
Jamaicans trained in Canada or the USA 
and 4 are Jamaicans who have been in 
practice locally. The rules of the Society 
have been recently overhauled, in con- 
sultation with the RIBA and are fully in 
order. There is no other Allied Society 
in the British West Indies, but the Trini- 
dad and Tobago Society of Architects is 
in the process of becoming established. 
The Council agreed the Jamaican Society 
of Architects’ formal application for ad- 
mission as an Allied Society. 

Revision of the RIBA By-Laws.—The 
revised by-laws were accepted in prin- 
ciple by the Council, subject to certain 
further revisions of a minor character, It 
is hoped that the Council will give final 
approval to the revised by-laws at a 
Special Meeting to be held on April 25. 

RIBA Finances.—In considering the 
accounts for 1960 in relation to the mort- 
gage on the RIBA building and the allo- 
cation of surplus revenue, the Council 
agreed in principle to paying off the 
mortgage. It was considered preferable, 
if necessary, to resort to short-term bor- 
rowing towards the end of the financial 
year than to continue the mortgage. 


Appointment of RIBA Representatives 


RICS: Advisory Panel on Research 
into Problems of Redevelopment.—The 
President has approved the appointment 
of Mr. Colin Buchanan as the Institute’s 
representative on the advisory panel 
assisting in the research being under- 
taken by the Department of Estate 
Management, Cambridge University. 

Ministry of Works: Meeting to discuss 
Stone Masonry.—Mr. Donald H. McMor- 
ran was appointed to represent the Insti- 
tute at a meeting held at the Ministry 
of Works on March 7 on the use of stone 
in building and the future of the craft 
of stone masonry. 
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Short List for County Architect 

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL will on 
March 29 appoint a new county architect 
to succeed Mr. William Griffiths who 
retires at the end of May. Of 37 appli- 
cants for the post the authority has 
selected seven for further considera- 
tion, these being C. G. Davies, chief 


assistant architect to Hertfordshire 
County Council; R. W. Harvey, chief 
assistant architect Flintshire County 
Council; N. S. Johnson, Anglesey 


County Architect, A. R. Peadon, assistant 
county architect for Buckinghamshire ; 
E. S. Sunderland, deputy county architect 
for Lincolnshire (Kesteven); J. G. Watson, 
senior architect for the city of Birming- 
ham ; and A. R. Whitton, deputy county 
architect for Oxfordshire. 


TPI Summer School 

THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE of the Town 
and Country Planning Summer School 
have announced that the 1961 school will 
be held at the University of Reading from 
September 6 to 13. The overseas section 
will be held at the same venue from Sep- 
tember 12 to 16, and will begin with a 
joint session with the main school. The 
principal speakers will be Mr. Eric Lyons, 
OBE, FRIBA, on ‘Problems of Urban 
Development’; Professor P. Sargent 
Florence, CBE, on ‘ The Future of Conur- 
bations’; Professor H. C. Darby, OBE, 
on ‘ The Changing Landscape’; Mr. J. C. 
Craig, ARICS, on research for town de- 
velopment, and Mr. Desmond Heap, 
PPTPI, who will deal with an _ inter- 
national review of planning legislation. 
Sir John Wolfenden, CBE, Vice-Chan- 
cellor of the University, will give the 
opening address. 

Provisional subjects for the discussion 
groups are development control, prob- 
lems under recent planning legislation, 
caravans, traffic engineering, and clutter 
and the countryside. The fee for the 
main school is £12 12s., non-residents 
£5 5s. For those attending the overseas 
section only the fee is £8 8s. including 
residential accommodation, non-residents 
£4 4s. The residential fee for the com- 
bined school is £21. Further details and 
application forms, which must be re- 
turned by May 19, may be obtained from 
the secretary of the Town Planning Insti- 
tute, 18 Ashley-place, London, SW1. 


LCC Town Development Division 


A TOWN DEVELOPMENT DIVISION is being 
established by the London County Coun- 
cil in its architect’s department. The 
general purposes committee recom- 
mended on March 14 that the new divi- 
sion should be headed by a town develop- 
ment officer (salary scale—£2,400 to 
£2,700) and that Mr. J. C. Craig, ARICS, 
AMTPI, should be appointed to this posi- 
tion. Mr. Craig is at present group plan- 
ning officer in charge of the new town 
section which will form the nucleus of 
the new division. The second position 


in the division, with a salary of £1,925 to 
£2,225, will be designated assistant archi- 
tect (town development division). It has 
been stated that the cost of additional 
staff, etc., will be £11,000 a year. 








News of the Week 


The new division will be responsible 
for advising generally on the planning 
aspects of town development schemes and 
for the execution of town developments 
at Andover, Haverhill, Houghton Regis, 
Thetford and Huntingdon. 


Study Tour of USA 

THE UK Committee of the IUA 
announces that the Wirtschaftsdienst 
Studienreisen in Frankfurt is offering to 
organise a study tour of America from 
May 1 to 21. This is the third of such 
study tours which has been organised in 
recent years. The total inclusive cost is 
7,850 D-Mark (roughly ,£707). All 
inquiries to be made at the following 
address: Wirtschaftsdienst Studienreisen 
in der Hapag-Lloyd Reisebiiro-Organisa- 
tion, Frankfurt am Main, Kirchner-strasse 
4, West Germany. 


AA School Tropical Exhibition 

THE ANNUAL EXHIBITION of the Department 
of Tropical Architecture of the Architec- 
tural Association is open in the library of 
the School at 36, Bedford-square, WCl, 
tomorrow (Saturday) March 25 from 10- 
12 noon and from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
Monday, March 27. 


‘ Building in the Sixties’ 

ALDERMAN SIR FRANK NEWSON SMITH, BT, 
MA, will officially open the exhibition 
‘Building in the Sixties’ at the Guild- 
hall, London, EC, on March 27. The 
exhibition is designed to show the trends 
operating in present-day architecture and 
construction. Some fourteen projects 
designed in structural concrete will be 
featured as well as some of the leading 
concrete buildings and structures of the 
1950s. There will be a section on new 
techniques in construction and, more 
particularly, in surface treatments of 
concrete. The exhibition will close on 
Thursday, March 30. 


A Travelling Exhibits Scheme 

THE COUNCIL of the North Western Edu- 
cational Association for the Building 
Industry proposes, for the benefit of 
students in the construction industries 
who are attending technical colleges, to 
establish a travelling exhibition of raw 
materials, finished products, processes, 
etc. These are to be accommodated in 
standard showcases which occupy per- 
manent positions in the various colleges, 
of which at present there are some 15 
participating. Mr. E. Norman Castree, 
AIOB, who is organising this voluntarily- 
run show, would be glad to hear from 
firms which would be prepared to assist 
in this unique educational scheme. His 
address is: c/o The College of Building, 
Clarence-street, Liverpool 3. 


Margate Seafront Development 

A ONE MILLION POUND seafront develop- 
ment scheme for flats, shops and possibly 
a theatre was announced at Margate on 
March 13. The development, by the 
Bernard Sunley Investment Trust Ltd., 
will comprise a 17-storey block of flats 
with a ground floor shopping centre with 
roof-garden, a car park, a filling station, 
and lock-up garages. There will be a 








pedestrian way from the car park to the 
shopping area. The site is on the main 
London road where it enters Margate near 
the railway station, covering some 44 
acres at present in use as a car and coach 
park. Although plans for the buildings 
are not yet complete the site has been 
leased to the developers for 199 years. 


Reference Pamphlet on Housing 


“HOUSES in Britain’ is the title of the 
latest Central Office of Information refer- 
ence pamphlet published on February 28 
(HMSO, price 3s. 6d.). Housing finance 
and slum clearance are two of the topics 
covered in this new pamphlet, which sur- 
veys present housing policy and housing 
achievements in the United Kingdom dur- 
ing the period since the second world 
war. 

Following a brief account of the type 
of housing provision being made today 
and the standards to which buildings 
must conform, there are descriptions of 
some of the chief problems, such as over- 
spill from large cities and the provision 
of accommodation specially suited to 
elderly people or those in remote rural 
areas. Information on subsidies and 
improvements grants is given in the 
chapter on housing finance and a chapter 
on rented dwellings contains an outline 
of the Rent Acts and a section on local 
authorities’ rents. The pamphlet is illus- 
trated and includes a bibliography. 


National Art Treasures of Korea 


THE ARTS COUNCIL EXHIBITION of National 
Art Treasures from Korea (now open at 
the Victoria & Albert Museum until 
May 7) is a unique event. Not only does 
it comprise works which form part of the 
heritage of the Korean nation, but it is 
the first exhibition of Korean art ever to 
be held in England. Although of great 
artistic and cultural importance, the arts 
of Korea are much less familiar than those 
of China and Japan, being poorly repre- 
sented in our national collections. A 
varied range of 152 exhibits of gold, 
bronze, pottery and painting of different 
periods has been assembled, thanks to the 
generosity of the government of the 
Republic of Korea; and its exhibition in 
London has been made possible by a 
substantial grant from the Calouste 
Gulbenkian Foundation of Lisbon. 


Those Stiletto Heels 


CLAIMING that extensive damage had been 
done to hotel and shop floors in the 
town by stiletto heels worn by fashion- 
conscious women, Mr. Robin Belben, a 
local hotel proprietor, asked Camberley 
Chamber of Commerce at its recent meet- 
ing if manufacturers could be persuaded 
not to produce them. ‘ My hotel floor’, 
he complained ‘ was laid sixty years ago 
and I want it to last another sixty years.’ 

In a spirited counter-attack, Mrs. Ida 
Ward (wearing comfortable court shoes) 
declared: ‘ While men make these shoes, 
women will buy them.’ She added that 
she understood from fashion experts that 
stiletto heels were on their way out. Mr. 
Belben said that one teenager told him: 
‘If you think we are going to walk about 
on tree stumps you are mistaken.’ Sug- 
gested Mr. G. Wellard: ‘ The way to con- 











tinue the stiletto fashion is to oppose 
it.’ 

But members of the Chamber finally 
decided that because the problem was 
nation-wide, it would be better to let 
the fashion run its course. 


In Defence of a Cross-Channel Link 

THE MUCH DISCUSSED plan to link the two 
shores of the English Channel by a bridge 
or a tunnel is the subject of an objective 
assessment in the 18th publication in the 
‘ Questions of the Day’ series issued free 
of charge from Union Routiére de France, 
54 Avenue Marceau, Paris. A compre- 
hensive cross-channel link is discussed in 
the light of a potential estimated traffic 
of 4.5m. vehicles by the end of 1965. 
Traffic of this magnitude, it is stated, 
would ensure the profitability of a six- 
lane highway, but that only a comprehen- 
sive structure could ensure a perfect link. 

The booklet, excellently produced and 
substantially illustrated, contains four 
main sections. The first deals briefly with 
history, of which it is interesting to note 
that the idea was first launched as far 
back as 1802 by the French mining en- 
gineer, Mathieu-Favier. The present study 
group was formed in 1956 by the Com- 
pagnie Financiére de Suez who, having 
lost the management of the Suez Canal 
a year earlier, were looking for a similar 
field in which to invest their capital. 
With the creation of an artificial isthmus 
across the Channel as its objective the 
group comprising the Channel Tunnel 
Company Ltd. (British), the Société Con- 
cessionnaire du Chemin de Fer Sous- 
Marin entre la France et |’Angleterre 
(French), Technical Studies Inc. (USA), 
and the Compagnie Financiére de Suez, 
was formed. 

The second section of the booklet dis- 
cusses the various projects studied, includ- 
ing bored tunnels, immersed tunnels and 
a Channel bridge. The third section pro- 
vides a detailed assessment of the traffic 
and profitability of a road structure; and 
in the final section the technical, legal and 
financial aspects of such a scheme are 
given, and comparable data is shown for 
some of the large scale bridges and tunnels 
already built in various parts of the globe. 


Coventry Building Centre Council 
COVENTRY ESTATES AND PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMITTEE has approved the constitution 
of an advisory council to direct the policy 
of the city’s Building Information Centre. 
This will consist of the committee, chair- 
man and vice-chairman, the city architect 
and planning officer, the city engineer 
and surveyor, the water engineer and 
manager, and representatives appointed 
by the following bodies: The Coventry 
and district association of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers; 
the Coventry Society of Architects; the 
local branch of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors; Coventry Chamber 
of Commerce; the Ministry of Works; the 
Coventry branch of the NFBTO; the 
London Building Centre; the Birmingham 
Building Centre; the Lanchester College 
of Technology, and the Coventry Col- 
lege of Art. 


Guildford’s New Municipal Offices 
APPROVAL has been given by Surrey town 
and country planning committee to Guild- 








ford Borough Council’s proposal for new 
council offices at the Cattle Market, 
Woodbridge-road, Guildford, on condi- 
tion that the land is put to no other use 
without the written permission of the 
local planning authority. 


Appointments to CoID 


THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF TRADE 
has appointed Lord Mancroft, Mr. A. 
Walter James, Mr. Erno Goldfinger, 
DPLG, LRIBA, and Mrs. Elsbeth Juda to 
be members of the Council of Industrial 
Design. He has also re-appointed Mr. 
Michael Hope, Mr. Roger Falk and Mr. 
D. W. Morphy as members for a further 
period on the termination of their 
existing appointments, 

Mr. H. Adam Crawford, Mr, J. Find- 
later and Mrs. E. Denny have been 
appointed members of the Scottish Com- 
mittee of the Council, and Messrs. I. H. 
Stuart Black, A. Augur East, Sydney 
Harrison and W. A. P. Jack have been 
re-appointed to the Scottish Committee. 


RICS Junior Organisation Course 


A RESIDENTIAL COURSE, arranged by the 
RICS junior organisation quantity sur- 
veyors’ committee, will be held at Trent 
Park Training College, Cockfosters, near 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, from April 7 to 9. 
The lecturers for the course, on ‘ Clients, 
Cash and Contracts,’ will be Mr. W. Bon- 
ham Galloway, BA, ARIBA, Mr. D. M. 
Gritten, MBE, FRICS, and Mr. B. L. 
Richards, BSc, FRICS. Applications, with 
remittance for £2 15s., should be for- 
warded to Mr. Giles Every, ARICS, c/o 
Messrs. Langdon & Every, 21 Russell- 
square, London, WC1. 


Churchill Gardens, Pimlico 


IN OUR ARTICLE illustrating the new 
Churchill Gardens, Pimlico (Section 3), 
housing scheme, in ‘The Builder’ of 
March 10, the following credits were in- 
advertently omitted: The Director of 
Housing, Westminster City Council, Mr. 
E. J. Edwards, FRIBA, FRICS; the struc- 
tural engineers were Messrs. Scott & Wil- 
son, Kirkpatrick & Partners; and the 
clerk of works was Mr. E. A. Perry. 


Women’s New Prison Rejected 


THE GOVERNMENT have rejected a proposal 
by the Prison Commissioners to use 
Thornwood War Department Camp, near 
Harlow, Essex, as a semi-secure prison 
for women. They have decided that the 
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prison should be built on a site at Hill 
Hall, Essex. A public inquiry into the 
proposal to use Thornwood Camp was 
held on July 5 last. The Home Secretary 
and the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government have decided to accept the 
MOHLG inspector’s recommendation. At 
the inquiry the planning authority had 
intimated that they would not offer any 
objection to the establishment of the 
prison on a site at Hill Hall, for although 
this alternative site is, like the Thorn- 
wood Camp, also within the green belt, 
development there would in their view be 
less obtrusive. The Ministers agreed 
with this view. 


Boscobel House to be Reopened 


BOSCOBEL HOUSE, near Shifnal, Shropshire, 
where King Charles II took refuge after 
the battle of Worcester, is to be reopened 
to the public from April 1. It has been 
closed since May last year while the 
Ministry of Works has been carrying out 
urgent and extensive repairs. 


S. Cotswolds Planning Officer 


MR. STEWART N. CYPHER, senior planning 
assistant to the Peak Park planning board 
at Bakewell, has been appointed area 
planning officer for the Southern Cots- 
wolds under Gloucestershire County 
Council. He has been a member of the 
Peak Park planning board for seven years. 


Professional 
Announcement 


MESSRS. CUBITT NICHOLS, FRIBA, FRICS, 
architects and surveyors, announce that, as 
from March 25, they will be moving from 37 
Norfolk-st., WC2 to larger offices at 6 
Bolton-st., Piccadilly, W1 (tel.: Grosvenor 
7517/8). 


A Hundred Years Ago 


From The Builder of March 23, 1861 
A CHECK TO THE CHARING CROSS RAILWAY. 
—Vice-Chancellor Page Wood has granted 
an injunction to restrain the Charing- 
cross Railway Company from taking pro- 
ceedings compulsorily to acquire a por- 
tion merely of the premises of St. 
Thomas’s Hospital, without taking the 
whole, the hospital trustees being able 
and willing to sell the whole. It is argued 
that the purchase of the whole will annihi- 
late the undertaking, as the purchase 
money of the hospital would be £750,000. 
An impression prevails that the trustees 
have not behaved very well in the matter. 


Coming Events 


FRIDAY, MARCH 24 

AGRICULTURAL LAND SERVICE.—Sixth annual 
farm buildings conference: ‘ Roofs on Stalks 
—Fitting the Buildings to the Countryside.’ 
Norfolk School of Agriculture, Easton, Nor- 
wich. 10.30 a.m. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 25 

AA SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE (DEPARTMENT 
OF TROPICAL ARCHITECTURE).—Annual exhibi- 
tion of students’ work. 36 Bedford-sq., 10-12 
midday. (Also open on Monday, 10 a.m. to 


6 p.m.) 
MONDAY, MARCH 27 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON STRUCTURAL CONCRETE. 
—Exhibition: ‘Building in the Sixties.’ 


Opening by Ald. Sir F. Newson Smith, Bt. 
Guildhall, EC. 12 noon (until March 30). 
RIBA (LIBRARY GROUP). — Meeting: 
‘Eighteenth and Early Nineteenth Century 
Architecture in St. Petersburgh,’ by Mr. 
T. H. H. Hancock. 66 Portland-pl., Wl. 6 p.m. 
TUESDAY, MARCH 28 
COMBUSTION ENGINEERING ASSOCIATION 
(NW REGION).— Industry and the Clean Air 
Act,’ by Dr. J. S. G. Burnett. The Bull and 
Royal Hotel, Fishergate, Preston. 7.15 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF DEMOLITION CON- 
TRACTORS.—Annual luncheon (preceded by 
AGM). Waldorf Hotel, WC2. 1 p.m. 
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More Everyday Things 


BY ARTHUR W. 
34. 


THROUGHOUT THE AGES men and women 
have been slaves to fashion. We have 
fashion in dress, in art, in literature, in our 
ways of living, even in our speech. When 
it comes to architecture we call it style 
rather than fashion, and the styles have 
high-sounding names like Classic, Gothic, 
Georgian, Regency and so on. The 
system worked very well right into the 
present century, but of recent years we 
have discovered that this kind of easv 
definition no longer serves and we tend to 
resort to the two broad classifications of 
traditional and contemporary. 


This was brought home to me the 
other day when someone—not an archi- 
tect—said to me whilst looking through 
some photographs of early post-war build- 
ings: * These buildings look old-fashioned.’ 
The public were slow at first to recognise 
the total change which was going on, 
but they have now accepted it and Con- 
temporary is now the fashion. So much 
so, that a client who came to see me the 
other day felt obliged to apologise for 
asking me whether I would design a 
house for him in a traditional style. He 
had previously had a go at it with a young 
architect who had produced a design 
which proved far too modern for his 
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Fashion 


taste, and they had eventually agreed to 
part, the young architect having explained 
that his professional conscience would 





not allow him to go any further in con- 
ceding his client’s traditional ideas. 
Here is undoubtedly fashion; whether 


Parkinson on Taxation 


(continued from page 552) 


subject to the 
the first natural 


accessible countries are 
same taxation or worse 
limit is removed. Taxes can rise to a 
higher level. But why should they? 
What happens is that they rise in time 
of war, when the country’s existence is 
at stake, and remain afterwards at pretty 
much the wartime level. The wartime 
revenue is there and the peacetime ex- 
penditure rises to meet it. And as long 
as there is the machinery for collecting 
that higher revenue, there will always be 
the machinery for spending it. 

In this respect. I should point out 
things have changed significantly for the 
worse. In ancient times, rulers might 
be extravagant, as indeed they often 
were, but to the provision of banquets 
and dancing girls there comes (eventu- 
ally) a physical limit. The same cannot 
be said with respect to economic 
advisers, educational experts, industrial 
psychologists. public relations consul- 
tants, hygiene specialists. youth move- 
ment leaders, sociological investigators. 
folk-dance exponents and cultural co-or- 
dinators. To the proliferation of these 
administrative accessories there is no 
obvious limit. No one can say how many 


there should be because no one knows 
why we should have them at all. In times 
past, again, there was a theory tha: 


taxes should decrease when war is over. 
They never sank, it is true, :o their pre- 
war level; but the idea did prevail that 
they should be lowered, if only to allow 


of their being raised again for the nexi 
war. During the 20th century, however. 
the extraordinary idea has prevailed that 
each war should, for no very obvious 
reason, be the last. This has discouraged 
any financial consideration of the wars 
that are to come, allowing Treasuries to 
retain a wartime tax level in time of peace. 


Inflatable Deception 


I shal! refrain from reminding this dis- 
iinguished gathering of the British side 
to this story, of how income tax was 
introduced, abolished and revived, nor 
how surtax was added to death duties 
nor how the tax collectors of Britain 
(national and local) came to take over 40 
per cent of the national income by 1950. 
the year in which I left for the Far East. 
What has happened is all too well known. 
We know about the taxes. It is the 
results we have failed to analyse. Of 
these I have time to mention only two 
one in the field of industrial enterprise. 
the other in the field of what passe; 
these days for art. 

Last year I was living near San Fran- 
cisco, where I noticed that my more 
prosperous neighbours all parked a 
Cadillac opposite their front door 
purposes of prestige. But as many of 
the San Francisco streets are narrow and 
practicaily vertical, they mostly used a 
Hillman Minx when they actually wante 
to gO anywhere. It occurred to me that 
it would be highly profitable to manu- 


for 
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it is also style is not quite so plain to see, 
When Sir Charles Barry was asked to 
design the Palace of Westminster, it was 
laid down by the then Fine Art Commis- 
sion that it should be designed in the 
Gothic style, and this was required in 
spite of the fact that the architect they 
had asked to carry it out had made an 
intensive study of classical architecture 
in Europe. In those days you paid your 
money and you took your pick. 

We have happily emerged from the 
muddle of Victorian and Edwardian days 
when any style of architecture known to 
history was used without any sort of dis- 
crimination. Bottom was reached before 
the war when design ran amok in domes- 
tic architecture, and Georgian, Mock 
Tudor and Swiss Chalet types all vied 
with each other for pride of place along 
our ribbon roads. 

But although we have a new fashion J 
do not yet see in it any signs of a recog- 
nisable new style; perhaps this will come. 
Will curtain walling be dubbed old- 
fashioned in ten years’ time? Will point 
blocks, set like tall islands in their sea of 
open space, survive? Are these perhaps 
the first marks of a twentieth-century 
style or are they just a passing fashion 
serving our present needs? No one knows. 

We live in an era of unprecedented 
scientific discovery and development and 
we all perforce trail in the wake of the 
scientists. Where are they leading us? 
...I shall go on with this next week. 


facture plastic and inflatable Cadillacs 
for parking purposes. I claim no great 
originality for this conception which 
arises naturally from the deception 
plans used in World War II. If there 
is anything of genius in the scheme (and 
I do not deny that there might be) it lies 
in the further proviso that the jaws of 
the plastic fish-tailed monster should 
open, allowing the owner to park the 
Hillman inside, thus using the street as 


his garage. Here, you see, was a great 
opportunity. But like so many other 
inventors, I came to realise that the 


enterprise was scarcely worth while, for 
tax reasons. Most of my profits would 
be snatched from me, and al! I should 
retain would be the blood, sweat and 
tears. So I leave the plastic Rolls-Royce 
to whoever thinks would be worth 
his while. What I want to emphasise. 
however, is that great opportunities are 
being rejected, for tax reasons, every day 
of the week. 

As for modern painting. 
realise that it is the result of over-taxa- 
tion. In years gone by the client would 
send for the portrait painter and brief 
him as follows: ‘I want you to make a 
picture of my wife. It should measure 
48 in. by 35 in., to fill the space over 
the ballroom fireplace. The predominant 
colour should be blue and she can be 
made to look about five vears younger 
than she is. I want a good but flattering 
likeness with a view of the deer park 
in the background. And. remember. 
Reynolds, I must have it before I go 
abroad in April.’ 

Given such a directive 
generally to the 


few people 


and confined 
portraiture of ladies. 
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gentlemen, racehorses, ships and dogs, 
the painter used to do some pretty good 
work. People nowadays live in poky flats 
with no more room for painting than for 
sculpture. The artist is virtually unem- 
ployed. No one tells him what ‘to do. 
So he goes off to the lonely studio where 
he quietly goes off his head. The canvases 
which emerge are supposed to represent 
the artist’s personality or mood. There is 
no reason why we should show the 
slightest interest in either, but somebody 
buys the rubbish in the belief that subse- 
quent paintings may well be worse; as 
indeed they are. Old Masters have 
become expensive where the painter’s art 
has been lost. 


Law and Profits 


Can we agree that the results of over- 
taxation are becoming apparent in these 
and other ways—in the evils of inflation, 
in the country’s declining influence, in 
the loss of freedom and stability? Can 
we agree, further, that too high a pro- 
portion of our trained intelligence is 
absorbed, on the one hand, in tax collec- 
tion, and, on the other hand, in tax 
avoidance? Could we agree so far, the 
question arises as to what we should do 
about it. On the personal level, our first 
object must be to minimise the tax we 
have to pay. This might involve tax 
evasion, which is illegal. About this I 
naturally know nothing. It might involve 
tax avoidance, about which I am in a 
position to give you some advice, taken 
from my own book ‘The Law and the 
Profits.’ ‘Have no income but only 
capital while you are alive. Have no 
capital but only income when you die.’ 

But what should our advice be to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer? To him, 
were he present, I should say three things. 
First, fix the revenue as a fair proportion 
of the national income. Second, reform 
the system of public accounting. Third, 
look again at the national debt. On the 
first point I have touched already but 
will venture to recapitulate. The secret 
of economy is to begin with a discussion, 
in the abstract, of what the total revenue 
should be, considered not as the sum of 
departmental demands but as a propor- 
tion of what we have. For a country 
which means to check inflation, for a 
country which means to retain some in- 
fluence in the world, for a country which 
means to retain most of the ability it may 
produce, for a country which aims at a 
healthy economy undistorted by too much 
tax avoidance, that proportion should not 
exceed 20 per cent. Take 20 per cent or 
less of the national income, divide and 
sub-divide that total between administra- 
tion, defence, education and welfare, with 
interest on and repayment of the national 
debt, and then tell each department what 
its share is going to be. Ask nobody to 
submit an estimate but give everyone a 
total which he must not exceed. And 
in any department which reported a 


deficit, the first economy to be made 
would be in salaries at the senior level. 
Within each department there would be 
the greatest flexibility, any development 
being possible provided only that the 
equivalent economies were made else- 
where. Given higher salaries, there would 








be fewer officials ; with more officials, the 
salaries would be less. 


My second point concerns the national 
accounts which, like the estimates, are 
presented each year in a form so archaic 
as to defy scrutiny. Business men will 
discuss the merits of, say, marginal cost- 
ing. Her Majesty’s Government, by con- 
trast, has yet to discover the art of book- 
keeping by double entry. The public 
accounts follow a pattern devised in the 
reign of Charles II, their object being to 
prevent Charles spending the Navy Vote 
on his girl friends. Even in that context 
the system had no startling success. None 
too modern even for its period—an age 
during which Members of Parliament 
could not even read arabic numerals—the 
system adopted has served to darken our 
counsels from that day to this. Under 
cover of public accountancy, as practised 
here in Westminster, the most extra- 
ordinary things can happen and do. We 
have no idea of how the public revenue 
is being spent and no study of the official 
publications will make us much the wiser. 
Without a modern system of accounting, 
all talk of Governmental economy is 
drivel. Without accounts which are true 
and which balance, economy is not even 
possible. In public finance the sad fact 
is that we have not yet mastered Lesson I. 


The National Debt 


My third point concerns the national 
debt, a trifling sum of £27,000m. more or 
less (I spare you the shillings and pence). 
I have long suspected that there is some- 
thing monstrously wasteful in the exist- 
ence of such a debt. I have long sus- 
pected, also, that its existence is relevant 
to the process of inflation which has con- 
tinued rapidly throughout my lifetime. 
With a starting salary of £250 in 1900 my 
father had the equivalent of £2,000 a year 
today. But a correspondent has recently 
drawn my attention to something so odd 
about the national debt as to deserve at 
least some further study. Wanting to 
know who owns the national debt—well, 
it’s a fair question, I suppose—he asked 
the Treasury. That august institution 
produced a list which covered 47 per cent 
of the debt, majestically disclaiming any 
knowledge of the rest. There was thus an 
odd sum of £15,000m. for which the 
Treasury could not account; an error, as 
it were, in the petty cash. So my corres- 
pondent tried the National Debt Office, 
which also disclaimed all knowledge, 
referring him to the Bank of England. 
After some delay the Bank referred him 
to a Government White Paper, an article 
in the ‘ Midland Bank Review ’ and a book 
about the City. As these sources pro- 
vided no relevant information, my corres- 
pondent then invited me to join him in a 
case against the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue for fraud. Of course I had to 
draw the line at that. After all, the 
national debt comes into the same sort 
of category as the Church of England. In 
a confused and troubled world one must 
regard something as sacred. Let’s face it, 
there are some decencies to preserve. 
Would it be cricket, I asked myself, to 
pillory these possibly well-meaning public 
servants just because some trifling sum 
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has been mislaid? No, I told myself, no 
Cambridge man could do a thing like that. 
And I reached the conclusion that my 
correspondent cannot have served in a 
terribly good regiment. Was that harsh 
of me? Well, I don’t know that it was. 
You may be sure, anyway, that I wrote 
him a pretty stiff reply and very nearly 
did so on the notepaper of the Cavalry 
Club, being deterred only by the last 
minute recollection that I am not, save in 
spirit, a member. 

In making my plea for economy in 
government spending and for reducing 
income tax, company tax and surtax, I 
have two final considerations in mind. 
Compared with the weighty arguments I 
have already put forward these may seem 
little more than a matter of personal pre- 
ference or indeed prejudice. But I should 
be untrue to myself if I failed to disclose 
what my special interest is. You see, I 
began life as a painter and I still retain 
the artist’s sense of economy. In the 
greatest works of art there is a true 
economy, whether in line or colour, action 
or words. Like a good carpenter, the 
artist does just enough to gain the desired 
effect. He does not, like an amateur, add 
that last hammer blow after the nail has 
been driven home. Shakespeare knew all 
about it when he wrote ‘ Time was when 
life was out a man would die and there 
an end’—a thought which would fill a 
page of German prose and a whole volume 
of beatnik poetry. I regard public 
finance in something of the same spirit. 
To see a million spent where a fraction of 
the sum would do is, to me, more than 
a waste of money. It is a crime against 
the mere art of government. It is the 
Hollywood error of spending millions to 
redeem a motion picture which lacks 
story, direction, acting or point. It is, 
intellectually, it is artistically, inexcusable. 


Leadership 


My last point—yes, I have come to it 
at last—concerns leadership. I do not 
believe in any individual making his way 
from the log cabin to the White House— 
not these days, not here. It has usually 
taken three generations to make a British 
Prime Minister. And, for my part, I can- 
not see how else it can be done without 
disaster. The penniless clerk who reaches 
the Cabinet is too exhausted by the effort 
to be of much use when he gets there. 
But how, today, is any man to conduct 
that larger campaign in the face of our 
current taxation and death duties? How 
can anyone plan to put his grandson in 
the House of Lords? It can be done but 
hardly by the sort of people whose grand- 
sons we should like to see in office. Our 
society offers advancement to boxing 
promoters, crooners, bookmakers, dealers 
in government surplus, winners of foot- 
ball pools and sweepstakes, blackmailers 
and racketeers. Can we not offer a future 
to men of some integrity and courage? A 
sustained effort over three generations is 
difficult at the best of times. There is no 
advantage in making it impossible. 

So let us join in urging government to 
tackle the problem of finance in a new 
way, considering the proportion and the 
total before a single item of expenditure 
has ever been mentioned. 
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The French Monorail 


Inexpensive System of Elevated Transportation 


IN VIEW of the consideration given by the 
air lines to a monorail system connecting 
London Airport with London’s West End, 
it may be of interest to examine the 
French monorail for urban public trans- 
portation—an elevated railway which, 
developed by French engineers, was first 
demonstrated at Chateauneuf-sur-Loire, 
near Orleans, on February 23. The experi- 
mental installation, 1 Km. long, was con- 
structed under the direction of Société 
Anonyme Francaise d'Etudes de Gestion 
et d’Entreprises by a group of 18 large 
companies from French industry. 

The French ‘ monorailway’ represents 
an improvement of the monorail principle. 
It requires only a light superstructure to 
support a ‘ box-girder’ track from which 
the cars are suspended on rubber-tyred 
wheels running inside. Silent in opera- 
tion and capable of travelling at an 
average speed of 60 mph, the monorail- 
way, complete and ready to operate, can 
be built at a cost of 12 to 15 million new 
Francs (£900,000-£1,125,000) per kilo- 
metre, as against a total cost of 70 to 
100 million new Francs (£5,250,000- 
£7,500,000) for the standard underground 
railway (British ‘tube,’ French métro or 
US subway). 

Ordinary elevated railways in cities 
have fallen into discredit because of the 


noise nuisance to the inhabitants of 
adjacent buildings. The heavy and 
cumbersome superstructure, which re- 


duces the already inadequate surface of 
the streets along which they travel, is 
another considerable drawback. Since 
rubber tyres, successfully used by the Paris 
métro, eliminate the customary noise of 
steel upon steel, it seemed logical to seek 
means and ways to reduce the usual bulky 
superstructure of the ‘El’ to a minimum 
compatible with the demands of the 
modern town planner. The overhead 
monorailway at Wuppertal (Ruhr) has 
now been in constant service for 60 vears 

The problem was thoroughly investi- 
gated by a group of large French indus- 
trial companies under the overall guid- 


From a Correspondent 


ance of S. A. Francaise d’Etudes de 
Gestion et d’Entreprises, a subsidiary of 
Société Lyonnaise des Eaux et de 1’Eclair- 
age, during a period of several years. 
These investigations led the group to 
reject the type of monorail supporting the 
cars, in favour of the type of monorail 
from which the cars may be suspended. 
The first type had a certain tendency to 
instability, to be compensated only at the 
price of heavily reinforcing structural 
components of the ‘track,’ and further- 
more posed considerable difficulties ot 
construction when short-radius curves 
became necessary. Neither of these two 
difficulties is present in the ‘French’ 
type. 


Construction and Installation 


The track consists of a steel box-girder 
as being the least expensive and most efh- 
cient structure for maintaining the trans- 
verse stability of the cars and trains run- 
ning at considerable speeds. The box- 
girder track 1s constituted by electrically- 
welded Martin-steel plates. As a conse- 
quence of the high internal strength of 
the box-girder, the track requires to be 
supported at intervals of about every 
100 ft. Both the aesthetic and technical 
demands of the city architect and the 
city engineer respectively are therefore 
vell satisfied. It is possible to build a 
jouble track above an existing street on 
supports which require a circular base 
with a diameter of only 314 in. Without 
seriously reducing the available street 
surface, these bases can easily be located 
in the dividing line between two traffic 
lanes or at the edge of the pavement. 


The light and wide-spaced character of 
the monorailway superstructure results in 
appreciable savings on the cost of the 
track installations which generally re- 
presents 50 to 55 per cent of the total 
cost of elevated railways. Further 
advantages are due to the adoption of a 
box-girder for the monorail track which 
hides the overhead car-tracks and wheels; 
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protects the track surfaces, the ‘third 
rail’ and the signal cables against the 
weather; and muffles the already minor 
noise of the rubber-tyred truck wheels. 

The car used in the demonstrations at 
Chateauneuf-sur-Loire has been  con- 
structed of aluminium on the integral- 
shell principle and weighs 16 metric tons, 
including both suspension trucks. It is 
56% ft. long, 93 ft. wide, and 93 ft. high, 
has 32 seats and accommodates a further 
91 standing persons. The car. is con- 
nected to the overhead trucks running 
inside the monorail by a system of 
pneumatic suspensions which provide an 
exceptional degree of riding comfort in 
conjunction with the rubber tyres of the 
truck wheels. Transverse stability of the 
cars is maintained by a‘system of auto- 
matic control. 

Each of the two overhead trucks has 
four track wheels and four small lateral 
guide wheels inside the monorail track. 
Each track has two 600/750-volt traction 
motors rated for 93/115 hp in continuous 


operation. These motors may ultimately 
be replaced by 140-hp motors. A steel 
safety-flange on the wheels prevents 


accidents if a tyre blows out. Electrical 
(rheostat) motor braking and air-operated 
drum or disk brakes stop the car safely 
under all circumstances and_ are 
independent of each other. 

The light weight of the car, the high 
traction power and the inherent adhesion 
of rubber tyres permit fast acceleration 
and quick stops and guarantee .rapid 
regular transport schedules. at normal 
operating speeds from 50 to 70.mph,. The 
anticipated 60 mph speed of the trains, 
which are expected to follow each. other 
at the standard 90-second intervals 
of high-volume urban _ transportation 
systems, will require the latest railway 
signal and control systems, fully tested in 
‘monorailway’ operation. Track signals 


will be repeated visually in the driver’s 
cab and the emergency brake system will 
be activated automatically if the driver 
runs through a red light. 
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Architects and Development Schemes 
To Work Without Instructions Forbidden 


IN THEIR REPORT to the Architects’ Regis- 
tration Council on a case recently tried 
by them, the statutory Discipline Com- 
mittee added the following rider to their 
findings: 

Arising out of the evidence given 
in this case, the Committee think it 
desirable to call the attention of the 
Council to what appears to be a fairly 
common practice in these days of 
architects preparing plans for a de- 
velopment scheme without in fact 
having received instructions from a 
client to do so. Such a practice 
may, in certain circumstances, amount 
to touting; and although this matter 
was not an issue in this case, the 
Committee are of the opinion that 
the Council should give serious con- 
sideration to the question and its 
implications, and make a pronounce- 
ment thereon for the guidance of the 
profession. 

That part of the evidence which 
prompted the rider may be summarised 
as follows: 


*X,’ an architect in private practice in 
a provincial city, knowing that a certain 
local site belonging to the City Corpora- 
tion was likely to be developed, prepared 
a scheme for its development, without 
having been instructed or in any way 
commissioned to do so. ‘ X’ then sought 
the help of another architect, ‘ Y,’ in find- 
ing contacts with property developers 
who might be financially interested in his 
scheme. ‘ Y’ approached a firm of estate 
agents, who in turn approached a com- 
pany of property developers, who even- 
tually became interested in and were pre- 
pared to undertake the development of 
the site on their own terms. 

During the course of the subsequent 
negotiations the original site was con- 
siderably enlarged; ‘X’ and ‘Y”’ pre- 
pared many drawings, wrote several re- 
ports, attended numerous meetings, and 
journeyed between London and the pro- 
vincial city. Neither of them received 
any fees either from the estate agents 
or from the company; it was always un- 
derstood as between the estate agents and 
*Y’ that the former would not pay any 
remuneration for the services rendered 
by the two architects; and the only con- 
tractual obligation in respect of the archi- 
tectural services that the property de- 
velopers undertook was to employ ‘Y’ 
and to pay him fees on the basis of 6 per 
cent if they obtained the contract with 
the City Corporation to develop the site: 
no contract, no fees for the architects. 
In this latter respect, the architects were, 
unlike the legal advisers engaged by the 
company during the negotiations, in the 
same position as the estate agents. 


Code of Conduct Restated 
The Council having examined the ques- 
tion raised by the Discipline Committee 
in all its aspects and having consulted 


the views of the architectural constituent 
bodies thereon, wishes to bring the fol- 
lowing considerations to the notice of 
architects : — 


1. The general rule must be that an 
architect should undertake a commis- 
sion only on the instructions of a 
client on a contractual basis. 

Unless there is a contract the par- 
ties have no rights or liabilities 
towards each other; and since one 
of the rights of the architect created 
by the contract is that he shall be 
paid the agreed—or if there is no 
agreement, a reasonable—remunera- 
tion for his work, it is in the archi- 
tect’s own interest that any work he 
undertakes should from its commence- 
ment be on a contractual basis. 

2. The Code of Professional Con- 
duct, whose main object is the uphold- 
ing of professional standards in the 
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interests of both the public and the 
profession, gives explicit guidance as 
to the proper conduct of architects 
in all circumstances :—{i) it provides 
that the services of an architect shall 
be engaged for fees based on a recog- 
nised scale, and it enjoins him to in- 
form the client at the outset of the 
scale of the charges to be applied and 
of the conditions of his engagement 
(Principle II); (ii) it forbids him to 
solicit business; and specifically men- 
tions the submission of plans to pos- 
sible clients without having been 
commissioned to do so, as an example 
of such solicitation (Principle III); 
(iii) it forbids him to compete with 
another architect by means of a re- 
duction in fees or by any other in- 
ducement (Principle VI); and (iv) it 
warns him against placing himself in 
a position in which his interest brings 
him into conflict with his professional 
duty (Principle VIII). 


The Council hopes that by restating 
and reminding the profession of these 
well-established principles of conduct, the 
mischief which the Discipline Committee 
warned against will be arrested. 


The New Staines Bridge 


Construction ‘Behind Schedule’ say Unsuccessful Tenderers 


A STATEMENT put out on March 17 by 
the Alderton Construction Co., Ltd., says 
that confirmation of news that the com- 
pletion date of the new bridge across the 
Thames at Bell Weir, Staines, has been 
deferred by the main contractors from 
June next till October now justifies the 
case made out by Alderton Construction 
in a controversy that reached its peak 
in October, 1959, at the time of the 
General Election. 

The statement continues: ‘The facts 
are that Alderton Construction put in a 
tender for the official design that was 
lowest by a margin of nearly £6,000, and 
therein stated that the job would be com- 
pleted in 24 months. It is for note that 
this period was nominal—in the sense 
that (a) no question of a time factor 
appearea in the specification, and (b) 
Alderton Construction was given no 
opportunity of improving its time esti- 
mate which, naturally, took into account 
the anticipated winter flooding, since the 
Bell Weir site had been under at least 
7-ft. of water for every year over the past 
20 years. 

‘The Minister of Transport, Mr. Ernest 
Marples, rejected Alderton Construction’s 
tender on the official grounds now quoted 
verbatim: 


“The Ministry decided to accept 
the second lowest tender,. from 
Messrs. W. & C. French, Ltd., because 
they undertook to complete the 
(Staines) bridge in 21 months, com- 
pared with the 24 months submitted 
by Alderton Construction Co. Ltd. 
This saving in time is significant as 
there are advantages in completing 
the bridge in advance of the scheduled 
time.” 


‘Since the contract will now take 25 
months to complete, it is clear that the 
professional expertise of Alderton Con- 
struction is completely vindicated. 

‘Alderton onstruction takes this 
opportunity of repeating that its offer to 
build a new bridge at Staines using 
modern ideas and techniques “ in half the 
time and at half the cost” was, and still 
is, a completely true bill. Its alterna- 
tive proposal, which was identical in out- 
ward appearance to the official design, 
was programmed for completion in only 
15 months (using a method that circum- 
vented the hazards of flooding). This pro- 
posal, submitted in the interest of saving 
public money, would have cost £250,000, 
i.e. less than the awarded contract price 
by some £200,000. 

‘The directors of Alderton Construc- 
tion Co. Ltd. desire to point out that 
since their criticisms as to expenditure 
of public money were openly stated at the 
time of the opening of the Chiswick Fly- 
over—which the company built—no in- 
vitation to tender for any work has come 
from the Ministry of Transport. Work in 
hand at present concerns major public 
authorities, firms of international repute 
and ramification, and overseas Govern- 
ments.’ 

Messrs. W. & C. French, Ltd. had no 
comment to make on the statement. 


Land at £10,000 an Acre 


AT A RECENT sale at Harpenden, Hertford- 
shire, £70,000 was paid for seven acres of 
building land offered by Bernard Thorpe 
and Partners in conjunction with Rum- 
ball and Edwards on behalf of trustees. 
The site, The Granary, was sold to the 
British Industrial Corporation, Ltd. 
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Future of the London Region 
The Need for New Concepts to Meet the Crisis in Planning 


THE APPROACHING CRISIS in planning and 
the need for new concepts to meet the 
needs of the present day were emphasised 
in a conference on ‘ The London Region 
and the Future of South-East England’ 
organised by the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Association and held at County Hall, 
London, on March 17. Following are 
extracts from the three papers submitted. 


In his opening address, PROFESSOR M. J. 
WISE, Professor of Geography in the 
University of London, said he hoped that 
the conference would carry a stage further 
the process of re-thinking policies for 
town and country planning in Britain. ‘I 
am not being an alarmist in saying,’ he 
declared, ‘ that the early 1960s will prove 
crisis years for British town and country 
planning. Had I been asked to provide 
a title for this address, that title would 
have been “ The Crisis for British Plan- 
ning.” I have chosen the word crisis 
carefully. A crisis is a moment, or period, 
of danger, of suspense: it is a turning 
point at which the mind and body either 
gather strength first to apprehend and 
then to conquer the problems that face 
them or, calamitously, lack resolution, 
fail to muster the necessary force and 
plunge into a state of lethargy and decay. 


‘Do not mistake me: I am _ not 
prophesying the end of town and country 
planning. But I believe that no good can 
come from hiding the seriousness of the 
challenge that faces us. If the challenge 
receives appropriate response, British 
town and country planners will indeed 
establish themselves and their science 
beyond all possibility of doubt. If, on 
the other hand, the response is tardy and 
insufficient, then the same _ planners 
condemn themselves to a long period of 
frustration, ineffectiveness and secondary 
status.’ 


The City Region 


After describing seven aspects of the 
crisis, Professor Wise continued: * How 
can the crisis be resolved? Partly, by the 
revival of regional planning. But this will 
not suffice unless we formulate, also, new 
planning concepts. Consider only, by way 
of example, the problem of city growth 
that is before us today. For long the con- 


cept of the conurbation has _ been 
employed; until recently, adequately 
enough. But the London Region, as a 


social and economic unit, has advanced 
far beyond the stage of conurbation. We 
now see the London Region in terms of 
the new concept of the city region, a con- 
stellation of towns, focused in interest 
and activity upon the central areas of the 
great City of London itself, but with 
numerous sub-regional and local centres 
playing a part in its life. We delude our- 
selves if we think that as the city region 
grows the role of the central area of 
London can be diminished. Rather it will 
become still more the hub of activity. 


‘Once the new concepts are established 
our new planning aims can be defined and 
appropriate machinery provided to 
implement them. The crisis can be sur- 


mounted. This, broadly, is our task in 
the next few years. If it is not achieved 
quickly, we shall probably never have the 
chance again.’ 


A Policy Statement 


MR. PETER SELF, Vice-Chairman of the 
Association’s executive committee, who 
submitted a policy statement, summarised 
his conclusions as follows: ‘ The strong 
and diverse forces at work will not wait 
patiently on the slow evolution of a satis- 
factory planning policy. Nor can pallia- 
tives amount to a policy. Within 25 miles 
of central London, little ‘remains unused 
of the land allocated for development in 
the county plans. Decisions must be 
made soon as to where the great and in- 
evitable growth is to take place; and 
unless these decisions form part of a 
coherent and positive set of development 
proposals for the London Region and its 
wider hinterland, green belt preservation 
becomes an increasingly difficult policy to 
justify. 

‘The pressures are great and they are 
growing. They bid fair to change drama- 
tically for the worse the whole face of 
south-east England. The choice is there- 
fore to plan or not to plan, but either 
course involves the making of a decision. 
Britain’s efforts since the war to control 
development in the interests of efficiency, 
comfort and seemliness have won the 
admiration of town planners the world 
over. But if the challenge has never been 
greater, neither has the opportunity,’ 


The Demand for Land 


MR. WYNDHAM THOMAS, the Association’s 
Director, in a paper on ‘ The Abercrombie 
Plan: Achievements and Failures,’ made 
the following points on the demand for 
land in the area under consideration: 

‘The projected population growth of 
2.2m. outside the conurbation postulates 
the development in 20 years of at least 
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160,000 acres (250 square miles) of land 
for housing, factories, schools, offices, 
shops and all the other multifarious re- 
quirements of urban living. Within daily 
travel distance of London something like 
three years’ supply remains of the land 
allocated for housing in development 
plans. But the closer to London the less 
there is left. Assuming full utilisation of 
this land, it would not greatly reduce the 
total amount of new allocations which 
must be made somewhere. Nor is there 
evidence to suggest any validity for the 
assumption that redevelopment of London 
at higher densities will at some distant 
future date reverse the overspill flow. In 
net effect this is likely to remain a wistful 
notion. 

‘ However,’ Mr. Wyndham Thomas con- 
tinued, ‘ decentralisation of many more 
functions from the metropolis may be- 
come much more fashionable and econo- 
mical. This is not to say that central 
London is likely to lose employment in 
response to natural pressures, but that it 
may not increase its employment as fast 
as it has been doing. The use of new 
planning and financial controls could lend 
much impetus to the movement. 


‘The profound social and economic 
changes now under way seem certain to 
enhance the importance of every town 
within easy reach of the metropolis. The 
London Region is becoming more diffuse 
in character, lessening in some ways the 
dominance of the centre, but at the same 
time consolidating the Region as an 
entity. This is the next stage—the metro- 
politan region stage—in the evolution of 
the conurbation, that international pheno- 
menon of economic advance. The changes, 
and the development pressures which flow 
from them, suggest a great and a con- 
tinuing demand for land. The critical 
challenge to planning, therefore, is not 
how to deny the development, but how 
and where to guide and gather the dis- 
parate parts of the metropolitan explosion 
into a series of compact groupings, bring- 
ing efficiency, comfort and convenience 
where chaos, discomfort and waste must 
otherwise prevail.’ 


Air Terminal for Belfast 


Aldergrove Project to Commence in the Autumn 


THE NEW CIVIL AIR TERMINAL for Belfast 
(to replace Nutt’s Corner), to be sited at 
Aldergrove, will be designed to allow 
extensions as traffic and aircraft develop. 
This information is given by Mr. Geoffrey 
Rippon, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Aviation, in a letter to Mr. 
S. Knox Cunningham, MP. The new 
terminal building will be sited in the 
north-eastern sector of Aldergrove and 
will comprise a main block on two floors 
containing passenger and . baggage 
handling facilities on the ground level 
with a restaurant and hall on the first 
floor from which departing passengers will] 
enter a pier leading to the aircraft 
embarkation gates serving six aircraft 
stands. 

In addition to the main block, there 
will be an east wing of two floors housing 
administration and operational] offices, at 
the end of which will be an additional 


gate capable of serving two more aircraft 
stands. It is planned to start work this 
autumn and complete it in the spring of 
1963. 

The contract for the building will be 
placed by the Air Ministry Works Depart- 
ment, who wil] also supervise the con- 
struction. Mr. Rippon states that BEA, 
who have been closely concerned with 
planning, are expected to do some build- 
ing at Aldergrove on their own account, 
mainly for accommodating freight. 

The following consultants have been 
appointed: W..H. MacAllister and Part- 
ners, of Belfast, architects; Messrs. Yorke. 
Rosenberg and Mardall, consultant 
architects; J. R. W. Murland, of Belfast, 


mechanical and electrical engineering 
consultants; Messrs. Clarke, Nichol and 
Marcel, structural engineering  con- 


sultants; and Messrs. W. H. Stevens, of 
Belfast, quantity surveyors. 
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Government Expenditure on Roads 1 961-62 


Rise of £15m. Shown in Annual Estimates 


GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE on roads will 
rise by over £15m. in the next financial 
year. The estimates of the Ministry of 
Transport published on March 14 indi- 
cated that expenditure on roads in 
England, Wales and Scotland in 1961-62 
is expected to be £136,629,580, compared 
with £121,595,110 in the current financial 
year, the exact increase being £15,034,470. 

An estimate of £56,380,000 is required 
for the new construction and major 
improvement of trunk roads (including 
motorways) compared with £50,660,000, 
an increase of £5,720,000. Over £134m. 
is also set down for maintenance and 
minor improvements to trunk roads, 
representing an increase of £1,166,000 on 
the current year. 

On classified roads, 
authorities for new construction and 
major improvements are estimated at 
£19,450,000, an increase of £4,950,000 on 
1960-61, while other grants for main- 
tenance and minor improvements rise by 
£3,117,890 to £26,373,100. Loans to high- 
way authorities for new construction and 
major improvements total £1,400,000, a 
rise of £150,000. All of this goes to Kent 
CC and Essex CC towards the construc- 
tion of the Dartford-Purfleet Tunnel and 
approach roads. The estimated total cost 
of this project is £11,129,000 and the esti- 
mates show that at March 31, 1962 the 
outstanding commitment left to be voted 
by Parliament is £1,753,000. An estimate 
»f £225,000 is included for road research 
and experiments, an increase of £74,900, 
and more is to be spent on origin and 
destination traffic surveys, the estimate 
rising by £61,500 to £161,500. 

The estimates list 49 schemes, each 
estimated to cost over £250,000, on trunk 
roads and motorways which are in pro- 
gress or have been authorised, and their 
total estimated cost is placed at 
£121,632,000. For the first stage of M4, 
the London to South Wales motorway, 
Parliament is being asked to vote 
£2,350,000 for the purchase of land and 
the building of viaducts on the stretch 
between Chiswick and Langley. Part of 
this new road will be on a viaduct running 
for a mile and a half above the existing 
Great West Road. The total estimated 
cost of this stretch is fixed at £7,155,000. 


grants to highway 


The Severn Bridge 

Parliament is also being asked to vote 
money for the first time on two other 
motorway projects. £4m. is wanted to- 
wards the Severn Bridge and approach 
roads (total estimated cost £17,340,000), 
and £1,650,000 towards the Slough by- 
pass (Langley to Huntercombe Spur) 
which will cost £4,302,000. A further 
£254,000 will be spent on the Bucking- 
hamshire section of the Maidenhead by- 
pass (total estimated cost £1,149,000). For 
the section of M5 in Gloucestershire and 
Worcestershire, £4,350,000 is required 
towards this project costing £9,104,000, 
and a further £19,350,000 is sought for 
the £50m. Birmingham to Preston motor- 
way, M6. Another £1,230,000 is wanted 
for Stevenage by-pass and £650,000 for 


Doncaster by-pass, leaving comparatively 
small outstanding commitments on these 
two projects to be voted in 1962-63. 

Parliament is being asked to vote 
money for the first time towards 17 trunk 
road projects, six of them on Al. Over 
£lm. is sought towards the Staines by- 
pass which includes a bridge over the 
River Thames, the total cost of this 
scheme being £2,484,000. 

The Estimates also record that the total 
estimated cost of trunk road works of 
over £250,000 each which were expected 
to be authorised by March 31, 1962, was 
£37,229,000. The vote for trunk roads 
includes £4.5m. towards the purchase of 
land and preliminary expenses, a drop of 
£1.4m. on the current year. 

Also listed are 40 similarly large 
schemes on classified roads being under- 
taken for the Ministry of Transport by 
various highway authorities. Votes are 
being sought towards inner ring roads 
at Birmingham, Bradford, Bristol, Canter- 
bury, Coventry, Exeter, Huddersfield, 
Preston, Rochdale and Southampton. A 
vote of £1m. is included towards the con- 
struction of a vehicular tunnel between 
Jarrow and Howdon under the River 
Tyne and the approach roads. The total 
cost of this project is estimated at 
£12,622,000 and the total grant will be 
£9,466,000, including £6,466,000 loan re- 
payable from tolls. £400,000 is also 
wanted towards the Hammersmith fly- 
over; £1.4m. towards the Park-lane 
improvements (total estimated cost £5m.); 
and £225,000 for a link road at Holborn- 
Kingsway (between Theobalds-road and 
High Holborn) (£1,317,000). Votes are 


Obituary 
Thomas Ruddiman Wood 


MR. THOMAS RUDDIMAN WOOD, whose death 
in Fraserburgh at the age of 92 was re- 
cently announced, was a woodcarver who 
had a great reputation in his native Scot- 
land and was thought to be the oldest 
carver in the British Isles. He was senior 
member of the firm of Smith and Wood, 
of Aberdeen, and examples of his craft 
are found in the heraldry of Royal Navy 
ships and in war memorials at St. 
Machar’s Cathedral and King’s College, 
Aberdeen. He was on the Admiralty list 
of special craftsmen for heraldic work. 

As a young man he was a member of 
the first Aberdeen football XI, and was 
also a cricketer. He is survived by his 
two sons, one of whom is Mr. T. R. 
Wood, ARIBA, of Dalkeith, Henry Jarvis 
Scholar, 1922-24, and a woodcarver like 
his father, and the other Mr. Stanley 
Wood, BSc, AMICE, of the Ministry of 
Transport, Cardiff. 


loseph Boyd 
THE DEATH occurred on March 6 at the 
age of 76 of Mr. Joseph Boyd, the Old- 
ham architect, and architect to Royton 
Counci] for 30 years. 
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wanted towards bridges at Barrow-in- 
Furness; Bletchley (Buckinghamshire); St. 
Alban’s-road railway Bridge (Watford); 
Hessle-road (Hull); Drypool (Kingston- 
upon-Hull) and Laira (Plymouth). 

The estimated total cost of classified 
road works in progress or authorised is 
£50,866,000 on which there will be an 
estimated total grant of £30,729,000, and 
the estimated total cost of works expected 
to be authorised by March 31, 1961 is 
£31,146,000 (estimated total grant 
£11,037,000). There is also £350,000 set 
down for the purchase of land. 


Scottish Estimates 

For Scotland there is an estimate of 
£4,135,000 for new construction and 
major improvements to trunk roads, an 
increase of £734,000 and a rise of 
£197,100 to £2,070,200 for trunk road 
maintenance and minor improvements. 
The estimated total cost of trunk road 
works in progress or authorised which 
were estimated to cost over £100,000 each 
is £8,689,000, and there is an estimated 
total cost of £5,900,000 for trunk road 
works estimated to cost over £100,000 
each which are expected to be authorised 
by March 31, 1962. 

The estimates for grants to highway 
authorities for new construction and 
major improvements is fixed at £3,350,000, 
a drop of £2,404,000, but grants for main- 
tenance and minor improvements rise by 
£322,000 to £3,329,300. There is a £4.4m. 
estimate towards the loan for the Forth 
Road Bridge which will cost £l6m. The 
estimated cost of classified works is put 
at £30,673,000 and those expected to be 
authorised in the coming year at 
£2,900,000. Twenty trunk road projects 
are listed on which money is being sought, 
six for the first time, and 22 classified 
works. 


RIBA Cricket Club 


Forthcoming Fixtures 


THE FOLLOWING MATCHES have been 
arranged between the Royal Institute of 
British Architects’ Cricket Club and other 
teams for the forthcoming season: 

May 10 v Vitruvians, Elstree. May 24 
v Architectural Association, Elstree. July 
5 v Blue Circle, Home. July 26 v RICS, 
Cheam. August 23 v Club Cricket Con- 
ference, Wimbledon. Sept. 6 v LMBA, 
Home. 

The honorary secretary of the club, 
Mr. D. L. Robinson, ARIBA, of Ronald 
Ward and Partners, 29, Chesham-place, 
London, WI, is anxious to contact mem- 
bers of the profession who play cricket 
and who are willing to represent the 
Institute. Membership is open to proba- 
tioners, students, associate and fellow 
members of the RIBA. Interested persons 
should get in touch with Mr. Robinson 
at the address given above. 


The Late Mr, C. H, Uings 

THE DEATH OCCURRED on March 10 of Mr. 
C. H. Uings, contract manager for the 
Anglo-Scottish Construction Co., Ltd. 
since 1945, 
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The Week in Parliament 
From Our Own Correspondent 


Buildings for the Navy 


WHEN the Commons discussed the detailed 
Navy Estimates on March 14, MR. EMRYS 
HUGHES asked on the Vote dealing with 
works, buildings, machinery and repairs, 
to what extent the principle of contract- 
ing as against the principle of direct 
labour was applied. He had a suspicion 
that the £20m. on new contracts and new 
works could be considerably reduced if 
the Admiralty had its own direct labour 
department. 

He said he would like to know more 
about the big contractors who contracted 
for the work. ‘We all know,’ he said, 
‘that contracting has become a huge 
vested interest. There are firms like 
Wimpeys, big, organised private vested 
interests which make profits out of 
cement and from every kind of material 
used in the building trade.” What profit 
was being made by the contractors? He 
asked for the £20m. to be explained in 
greater detail. He was not satisfied that 
they were probing these matters suffi- 
ciently. ‘ A big sum is being made by the 
cement and building material combines 
out of all the Service estimates,’ he 
remarked. 

He went on to suggest that the esti- 
mates should be examined by a committee 
which had the opportunity of examining 
meticulously all the contracts and of see- 
ing whether sums could not be saved in 
innumerable ways in the building trade 
activity carried out by the Admiralty. 

SIR JOHN MAITLAND referred to an 
amount of £300,000 for purchases of 
lands and buildings and complained that 
there was no indication on what that 
money was to be spent. 

MR. ORR-EWING, Civil Lord of the 
Admiralty, said they did a great deal of 
work, particularly repair work, with direct 
labour. Altogether 13,600 people were 
employed in the Navy Works Department 
and that was a direct labour force. Deal- 
ing with purchases of land and buildings. 
he said there must come a time to expand 
certain establishments and they had set 
aside £100,000 for this. The dockyard 
extension at Devonport was likely to cost 
another £100,000 and in land projects 
there was another £100,000. 

He was not sure that if they published 
a list of all the Service works under- 
takings they wanted to start in the com- 
ing year, they would get as competitive 
tenders as they were hoping for. There 
was no question of fixed price contracts 
or cost plus. They were introducing 
competitive tenders for some of their 
ships and were extending that policy to 
some works services for which they were 
inviting tenders. 


National Reference 
Library on South Bank 


A FEW MORE details of the building to be 
erected on the South Bank of the Thames 
to house the National Reference Library 
for Science and Invention and the new 
Patent Office, was given on March 14 by 
MR. DENZIL FREETH, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary for Science. It was hoped, he said, 


to start building in the spring of 1963 and 
complete it by the end of 1965. 

The new building would be erected to 
the east of the southern approach to 
Waterloo Bridge just north of Cornwall 
House, and occupy the whole of the avail- 
able-site. The library would have a total 
area of approximately 130,000 sq. ft. with 
reading rooms totalling about 22,000 
sq. ft. The total cost was provisionally 
estimated at about £2.5m. The building 
plans, which had already reached an 
advanced stage, had been agreed in 
general form with the Patent Office and 
the British Museum and were about to 
be sent by the Ministry of Works to the 
LCC as the planning authority. As for 
internal lay-out, a great deal of work was 
being done by Mr. Wilson, the Principal 
Keeper in the Department of Printed 
Books in the British Museum, by Miss 
Webb, head of the Patent Office Library, 
and the architect of the Ministry of 
Works. 

MR. FREETH said the establishment of 
a special advisory committee on the 
library could only result in delaying the 
preparation of plans and the commence- 
ment of building. Any suggestions for 
this building would be more speedily 
evaluated and, where not conflicting, in- 
corporated into the library if they were 
sent to the persons he had named or him- 
self. The planning stage was almost over 
and nothing must hamper the speedy con- 
clusion of this stage of construction. 


The Hyde Park 
(Underground Parking) 
Bill 


WESTMINSTER CITY COUNCIL are to raise 
money by way of a loan to build the car 
parking garage beneath Hyde Park, mr. 
ERNEST MARPLES, Minister of Transport, 
intimated to MPs during the committee 
stage of the Hyde Park (Underground 
Parking) Bill. He said the council pro- 
posed to prepare the plans itself or to 
have them prepared by outside consulting 
engineers and architects and to put the 
work out to tender or, alternatively, it 
might go ahead in a way known as ‘ design 
and construct’ by asking a suitable con- 
sortium to design and construct the car 
park. That, said Mr. Marples, was a 
normal basis for local authority work. It 
was the same as if the LCC were building 
houses and flats. It would lay down speci- 
fications and design and put the work out 
to tender. 

For work below ground, Westminster 
City Council would have to get the 
ordinary LCC planning consent and obey 
the rules and regulations for access, fire 
precautions and statutory undertakers’ 
services and so on. On the structure itself. 
the specification would be the respon- 
sibility of Westminster. Above the ground 
responsibility would not rest solely with 
the council as it had to get the approval 
of the Minister of Works, who was 
responsible for safeguarding amenities. 
The Minister had given an undertaking 
to go to the Royal Fine Art Commission. 
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The Council, when the garage was com- 
pleted, would get an outside firm of con- 
tractors to manage its garage and take a 
lease on it. Mr. Marples later said that 
one of his difficulties was to find suitable 
sites for underground car parks. In 
Berkeley-square there were some wonder- 
ful old trees and it was utterly impossible 
to provide an underground car park there 
without wrecking them. They all wanted 
to see the Hyde Park garage started while 
the present upheaval there was going on. 

The Opposition withdrew amendments 
which sought to place an obligation on the 
Minister to follow the advice of the RFA 
Commission. MR. RICHARD THOMPSON, 
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 
Works, said the Minister intended to 
consult the Commission at every appro- 
priate stage. The constitution on the 
Commission already permitted it to draw 
the Minister’s attention to any features 
of the garage—he was thinking particu- 
larly of the landscape aspect—which it 
might consider undesirable. 

MR. MITCHISON, for the Opposition, said 
the people who could do the damage were 
the Ministry of Transport, the Westminster 
City Council and, most of all, the con- 
tractors. ‘ They are the people we want to 
watch,’ he commented. MR. MARPLES said 
they had in mind that the petrol pumps 
should be below ground although the 
detailed drawings had not yet been got 
out. He understood Mr. Mitchison wanted 
the contractor not to make an unnecessary 
mess of amenities and MR. MITCHISON said 
that was so and there ought to be some- 
thing in the contract on this point. MR. 
MARPLES undertook to consider this. 


Acquisition Procedures 
and the Roads Programme 


SIR BARNETT JANNER aSked the Minister of 
Transport, whether he was aware of the 
deiay caused to the extension of the 
London-Yorkshire motorway to Doncaster 
on account of the present procedure for 
dealing with objections and arranging for 
the necessary acquisition of land, engin- 
eering design and other matters; and 
whether he would give an undertaking 
that he would in the very near future take 
all possible steps to streamline the pro- 
cedure with a view to expediting con- 
struction work. 

MR. ERNEST MARPLES replied on March 
15. ‘We are proceeding with the pre- 
paration of the Crick to Doncaster motor- 
way as fast as we can within the confines 
of the procedures laid down by Parlia- 
ment. This is a major engineering project 
and the detailed design, as well as the 
land acquisition, must necessarily take 
some considerable time. The statutory 
procedures were imposed to protect the 
rights of the public, and could not be 
modified without legislation. I am by no 
means convinced that any reduction in 
these safeguards would accord with the 
wishes of this House.’ 

This reply (writes our Parliamentary 
Correspondent) does indicate reluctance 
on the part of the Minister to introduce 
legislation to shorten the acquisition pro- 
cedure. A report by Sir Edmund Comp- 
ton, Comptroller and Auditor General, 
dated January 25, 1961, and dealing with 
advance payments in respect of land 
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acquired for trunk roads, said that the 
arrangements for advance payments to 
people having an interest in land required 
for highway purposes were intended to 
be temporary ‘ pending the introduction 
of legislation to shorten the acquisition 
procedure.” It now seems doubtful that 
this legislation will materialise. So much 
legislation is going through Parliament 
that it could not possibly be introduced 
this session. So in any case it would be 
some time before new procedures could 
be brought into effect. Meanwhile the 
Minister’s aim must be to keep sufficient 
schemes in the pipeline with the present 
procedure in order to maintain the roads 
programme at current level. 


Development of Railway 
Land 


LABOUR MPs indicated their dislike of 
what they considered were the implica- 
tions of a question to the Minister of 
Transport on March 15 by MR. ROBERT 
ALLAN asking him to give a general direc- 
tion to the British Transport Commission 
to give all facilities to local authorities 
desiring to build office and housing 
accommodation over their goods yards, 
sidings and other properties. 

MR. MARPLES: ‘No. The BTC are wil- 
ling, where railways operations permit, to 
discuss the leasing of sites to local 
authorities or other developers, for build- 
ing purposes.’ 

MR. ALLAN wanted the Minister to make 
sure that at local levels any applications 
were not turned down out of hand but 
referred to higher levels that might be in 


contact with the Minister of Housing. 
MR. MARPLES Said that if Mr. Allan had 
any particular case in mind he should 
write to the chairman of the BTC who 
would look at it. 

There were Opposition cheers when 
MR, J. T. PRICE urged the Minister to 
resist all attempts to use the Order Paper 
of the House of Commons to put pres- 
sure on the BTC to unload valuable 
development land for the benefit of 


speculators. ‘Many of us think that is 
the sort of racket that is developing,’ he 
declared. 

MR. MARPLES Said anyone who thought 


that was happening was entirely mis- 
taken. 
MR, JOHN HALL said many worthwhile 


schemes for building over goods sidings 
and elsewhere had come to nought 
because the BTC could not make up its 
mind whether it wanted to use the land. 
If it could not itself use these facilities 
usefully and economically, should not it 
make them available, for suitable finan- 
cial consideration, to those who could? 

MR. MARPLES said Mr. Hall would find 
that when the reorganisation of the com- 
mission was complete that sort of con- 


sideration would be ‘taken well into 
account.’ 
MR. GEORGE STRAUSS Said the trouble 


was that the Government had denied the 
BTC the right to develop property and 
the commission had been properly chary 
and unwilling to let valuable land to 
private speculators who were likely to 
make large sums out of it which should 
accrue to the BTC. 

MR. MARPLES pointed 


out that the 


Labour Government had placed the res- 
trictions on the BTC. The Government 
were removing these restrictive practices. 
When Mr. ALLAN asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government on 
March 14 what consultations he had had 
with the BTC on the question of building 
office and housing accommodation over 
yards and sidings, particularly in Lon- 
don, SIR KEITH JOSEPH, Parliamentary 
Secretary, replied: ‘None. The Minister 
has, however, discussed this matter with 
the Minister of Transport who assures 
him that the BTC are giving close atten- 
tion to the development of such sites.’ 
MR. ALLAN Said that in many London 
boroughs there remained no land avail- 
able for development except that owned 
by BTC and the only hope of reducing 
housing lists and tackling deteriorating 
properties was by the acquisition of this 
land quickly for housing development. 
Would the Minister press on with it? 
SIR KEITH said the Minister had 
already asked planning authorities by cir- 
cular to do what they could to prevent 
the waste of land. Any proposal such 
aS was suggested was a matter in the first 
place for the local planning authority. 


Other Business 


New Metropolitan Hospital 


The North West Metropolitan Regional 
Hospital Board are planning a new dis- 
trict hospital at Northwick Park, MR. 
ENOCH POWELL stated in a written answer 
on March 13. He went on to say that 
after consultation with the Minister for 
Science, he had agreed to a proposal that 
the National Clinical Research Centre 
should be located on the same site and 
built in conjunction with the hospital. 

‘Besides providing beds for the needs 
of the district, he added, ‘the new 
hospital will be designed to include a 
group of clinical units of up to 200 beds 
for the special investigation of patients 
and for specialised forms of treatment.’ 


Resources Devoted to Housing 


LORD JOHN HOPE, Minister of Works, 
said on March 14 that in 1960 the pro- 
portion of the building and civil engineer- 
ing industries’ resources devoted to build- 
ing council houses was estimated at 10 
per cent and for offices at between 2 and 
3 per cent. In 1950 the proportion for 
council houses was estimated at 20 per 
cent; the figure for offices was 1 per cent. 

MR. FRANK ALLAUN commented that 
while office building was soaring, particu- 
larly in London, Manchester and other 
cities, council house building had been 
slashed by the Government’s policy, thus 
leaving in a hopeless condition hundreds 
of thousands of families who could not 
afford to buy their own homes. Would 
the Government therefore revise their 
priorities? 

LORD JOHN HOPE pointed out that 
revision was a matter for the Minister of 
Housing, but he did not think Mr. Allaun 
was wise in using those figures to criticise 
the Government's housing policy. ‘ The 
point is that 26 per cent of the resources 
of the industry are still being used for 
building houses,” he declared. 
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Survey of Modern Offices 


Questioned about the survey of modern 
office blocks instituted by the Central 
Office of Information on behalf of the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, MR. DENZIL FREETH, Parliamen- 
tary Secretary for Science, said on March 
14: ‘The purpose is to analyse experi- 
ence in the use of recent office buildings 
in order to improve design of future 
buildings. Thirty part-time interviewers 
will be employed for one month under 
a senior information officer, and some 
technical staff for analysis of the data. 
Estimated cost of this survey is £5,500.’ 

Mr. Freeth added that these surveys 
could do a lot of good in making people 
happier in offices and therefore more 
efficient. ‘We believe there is still a 
great deal more information needed on 
such things as the inadequacies of heat- 
ing, lighting, ventilation and noise reduc- 
tion.’ 


Outline Village Plans 


MR. BRIAN HARRISON asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government 
whether he would encourage county 
councils to expedite the completion of 
outline village plans in their areas; and 
when he anticipated that the Essex 
County Council would be able to submit 
such plans to him. 

SIR KEITH JOSEPH, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, wrote: ‘County councils are not 
required to submit village plans to the 
Minister. It is for them to decide 
whether to prepare such plans for their 
own purposes to help with the work of 
development control.’ 


Development Pian Inquiries 


SIR HAMILTON KERR asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government on 
March 14 whether he would introduce 
in England and Wales the experimental 
procedure which was to be used in the 
Glasgow Development Plan inauiry. 

MR. BROOKE wrote: ‘ The Secretary of 
State for Scotland informs me that the 
Glasgow inquiry is not due to start until 
the week after next, and I think we 
should see how the new procedure goes 
in practice before considering whether to 
introduce it in England and Wales.’ 


Intelligence and Research Staff 


MR. DAVID GINSBURG asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government on 
March 14 what was the establishment 
and what were the qualifications of the 
staff of his department employed on 
intelligence and research duties in con- 
nection with general housing matters. 

MR. HENRY BROOKE: ‘This depends 
upon the meaning attached to “ intelli- 
gence and research.” As the words are 
used in my department, over 170 of my 
staff are so employed. Among them are 
qualified geographers, economists, soci- 
ologists, architects, engineers, chemists, 


planners, quantity surveyors, estate 
officers and valuers.’ 
Illuminated Sign in Piccadilly 

MR. WILLIAM SHEPHERD asked — the 


Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment on March 14 by what authority 
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Pan-American World Airways had been 
authorised to place the sign over their 
offices in Piccadilly; and what steps he 
was taking to prevent the further damage 
to amenity consequent upon a prolifera- 
tion of such signs. 


SIR KEITH JOSEPH, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary: ‘The Westminster City Council 
has given express consent to the display 
of this sign. The Minister is satisfied 
that the Control of Advertisements 
Regulations provide sufficient powers to 
control the display of illuminated signs.’ 


Peterlee Housing Delays 


MR. SHINWELL asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government on 
March 14 how many houses it was esti- 
mated would be built and completed in 
the new town of Peterlee in 1961. 


MR. BROOKE: ‘ About 350.” When mr. 
SHINWELL asked if they were making 
sufficient progress in Peterlee, MR. BROOKE 
said there was nothing wrong with the 
Corporation. There was something wrong 
about the contractors who were doing the 
principal building there. He had done 
his best to get that cleared up and to 
expedite the completion of these houses. 


Local Government in London 


MR. SORENSEN asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government on 
March 14 how many local authorities had 
now informed him of their judgment on 
the proposed reform of local government 
in the London area; how many of these 
broadly agreed with those proposals; and 
how many had made no report. 

MR. BROOKE: ‘Out of the 111 local 
authorities whose districts were wholly 
or partially within the area reviewed by 
the Royal Commission 108 have so far 
sent me their views. While nearly all 
accept a need for some changes, views 
on the Royal Commission’s main recom- 
mendations range from complete accept- 
ance to outright opposition, with many 
authorities expressing reservations of one 
kind or another. When I have had time 
to study the replies fully, I hope to make 
a statement.’ 


Conservation of Natural Assets 


MR. WOODBURN asked the Secretary of 
State for Scotland on March 14 whether 
he would consider a survey of beauty 
spots in Scotland, with a view to legisla- 
tion to prevent spoliation or destruction 
of natural assets which could not be re- 
created. 

MR. J. S. MACLAY: ‘Local planning 
authorities already have comprehensive 
powers of control, but I am examining 
with the local authority associations what 
more can be done through specific safe- 
guarding provisions in development plans 
and otherwise. I am also considering 
ways and means of encouraging voluntary 
effort for the maintenance of amenity 
generally.’ , 


Inland Waterways Improvements 


MR. PHILIP NOEL-BAKER asked the 
Minister of Transport on March 15 what 
proposals he was now considering for the 


improvement and development of the 


canals and inland waterways of the 
country; and what capital he had 
authorised for this purpose. 

MR. ERNEST MARPLES wrote: ‘Since 


1956 the British Transport Commission 
has been carrying out a programme of 
improvement of inland waterways. This 
is estimated to cost £6m. and to be com- 
pleted by 1963. A sum of £1m. is in- 
cluded for this purpose in the Commis- 
sion’s 1961 investment programme. No 
other proposals for improvement or 
development have yet been put to me by 
the Commission.’ 


Wren Tower to be Preserved 


When the City of London (Various 
Powers) Bill was read a second time in 
the Lords on March 16, LORD MERTHYR 
informed peers that the promoters of the 
Bill, the Corporation of the City of Lon- 
don, had. asked leave to withdraw Part 
III of the Bill. This part dealt with the 
demolition of the tower of the former 
church of St. Albans, in Wood-street. 

The tower, he said, was a Wren build- 


War Department 


Works Services Schedule of Prices 
REVISED ADUSTMENT PERCENTAGES to trade 
sections of the War Department Schedule 
of Prices for Works Services (1948) 
applicable to War Department term con- 
tracts (other than term contracts for 
painting and decorating services), also 




































































measurement contracts, and_ effective 
from February 6, are as follows: 
Per 
Sec- Trade | cent 
tion | addition 
4 | Excavator ... ape 173 
24 ea nae 131 
3 | Bricklayer ... 135 
4 | Asphalter | 72 
§ | Drainlayer... ... 0... | M2 
6 | Mason ee ae 
<7 Pavior and Roadmaker... _... 92 
8 | Roofer a oe ee 
9 | Asbestos cement goods 107 
10 | Carpenter and Joiner 106 
1d | Ironmonger 110 
“12 | Ironfounder, Smith and | 
Structural Engineer ... se 154 
13 | Gasfitter | 137 
14 | Plasterer, Floor and Wall Tiler 122 
15 | Plumber | 47 
16 | Electrician | 114 
17 | Glazier e | 140 
18 | Painter and Decorator ... 132 
1 | Hutting .| 82 





_ NB: Where section 20, camp structures, has been 
incorporated in the contract, the percentage addition 
will be 82. 
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ing of considerable historical and 
archeological interest and it was the pro- 
moters’ original intention to demolish it 
in order to widen Wood-street as part of 
a traffic improvement scheme. But as a 
result of negotiations between the pro- 
moters and the Ministries of Transport, 
Works and Housing, they had now agreed 
to withdraw the provisions and to pre- 
serve the tower. 


Points from Replies 


‘Consideration of the proposals of the 
Royal Commission on Local Government 
in Greater London will not delay in any 
way road schemes within the review area.’ 
(Ministry of Transport, March 15.) 


‘The amount of factory space covered 
by Industrial Development Certificates 
issued in the past twelve months for 
firms new to the greater London area was 
none, to the Midlands 36,000 sq. ft. for a 
special workshop for disabled persons, 
and to North-East England 521,000 sq. 
ft.\— President of the Board of Trade, on 
March 16. 


Off Street Car Parks 


City Corporation’s Plans 

MR. JOHN HAY, Joint Under-Secretary to 
the Minister of Transport, visited the City 
on March 14 to see for himself the con- 
struction of London’s first ‘ Zidpark ’"—an 
automatic garage for parking 250 cars 
each half-hour—on a 50,000 sq. ft. area 
between Upper Thames-street and the 
river, alongside Southwark Bridge. This 
land was made available to private enter- 
prise by the Corporation of London as one 
of 12 sites which the Corporation has ear- 
marked as part of its off-street parking 
scheme. One for 250 cars is already in 
operation—an underground car park on 
Route 11. Altogether the sites will have 
a possible total provision for 5,800 cars. 

When the ‘ Zidpark’ is completed in a 
few weeks’ time, it will accommodate 464 
cars on eight floors. It will be the first 
multi-storey, fully automatic car park in 
Britain and the first of its type in the 
world. It is being built by Myton Ltd., a 
member of the Taylor Woodrow Group of 
building and engineering companies. 
There are 16 lifts and the cars are moved 
sideways on conveyors of cross bars and 
rotated by endless chains. When each is 
being parked or removed there is no need 
for either the driver or the attendant to 
accompany it. 

The other ten car parks which are 
planned are as follows: 

: Car 


Site Type Completion capa- 
cuy 
Upper Thames-st. Ramp... Site clearance 
London Bridge started* 
Aldersgate-street Ramp... Nearing com- 500 
pletion 
St. Andrew-street Mechan- Underconstruc- 300 
ical tion 
Houndsditch _... os Under negotia- 500 
tion 
Minories ... a — $00 
West Smithfield... — When the temp- 300 
orary Poultry 
Market is re- 
moved in 2/3 
years 
Barbican _ — 500 
Blackfriars nat - — 750 
New Bridge-street — _ 500 
Liverpool-st. Stn. — _ 600 
* To be built by 


the Corporation. 
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Elementary Engineering and Building 
Studies 


LCC Scheme for Special Courses in Secondary Schools 


WITHIN THE NEXT two or three years 
approximately ninety London secondary 
schools will be offering engineering 


courses for pupils to the age of 15 plus 
some 47 of these schools will also offer 
courses for pupils up to 16 to 17 years; 
and a further 27 will offer advanced 
courses. These changes are announced 
in a London County Council pamphlet, 
‘Engineering Studies in Secondary 
Schools,” which has been prepared for 
the guidance of teachers. It discusses the 
organisation of courses in which engineer- 
ing is a special study, the syllabus of 
engineering courses, relations with tech- 
nical colleges, industry and youth 
employment services, and engineering 
courses for girls. 

The pamphlet states that it should be 
impressed upon pupils that after leaving 
the secondary school they should con- 
tinue their education at a technical col- 
lege. To facilitate the transfer of craft 
pupils to technical colleges the LCC’s 
education committee have established 
Board of Assessors for Engineering 
Studies to award certificates to pupils who 
have satisfactorily completed a five-year 
course to age 16 with engineering as a 
special study. The certificate will be a 
firm indication to the principal of a tech- 
nical college that a pupil is suitable for 
entry to the first vear of the ordinary 
national certificate course or to the first 
or second year of the City and Guilds of 
London Institute course. 


Building Studies 

LCC pamphlet, ‘ Building 
Studies in Secondary Schools ’—again 
written for the guidance of teachers— 
states that at present there are six secon- 
dary schools in London with long experi- 
ence of building courses and six others 
which have either started or intend to 


A second 


FURNITURE TO A MODULE 


of components, 


ducts of Vanson Furniture Ltd., Park Royal-road, London, 
existing components in production for building. 
Vanson organisation. 


manufactured from relatively few 


start them. The pamphlet adds, however, 
that building is a subject which attracts 
far fewer pupils than engineering and it 
is necessary * to dispel the misconception 
of building as an industry in which con- 
ditions are always rough and dirty, out- 
side work in all weathers the rule, and 
employment casual and insecure.’ 
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Since building offers a range of wide 
diversity, carpentry and joinery should 
not therefore be allowed to dominate the 
pupil’s mind. ‘ He must be introduced to 
the constructional nature of brickwork, 
the basic metalwork of plumbing, paint- 
ing, decorating and plasterwork.’ Both 
pamphlets add the rider that crafts should 
be taught for their educational value and 
not primarily as a means of training in 
skills. 

The pamphlets may be obtained, price 
ls. each, from the Information Bureau, 
County Hall, London, SE1. 


New Orders for Construction Work 
Highest Recorded Figure Equalled in Fourth Quarter, 1960 


AS BRIEFLY REPORTED last week, orders to 
the value of £473m. were obtained by 
contractors in the construction industries 
during the fourth quarter of 1960, accord- 
ing to figures compiled by the Ministry 
of Works. This equals the figure reached 
in the first quarter of 1960, the highest 
since the series was started in 1956. 

Orders for new housing work increased 
by £l6m. compared with the previous 
quarter. This also was the highest figure 
since the series began except for the first 
quarter of 1960 when orders were 
abnormally high. Orders for work for 
public authorities increased by £13m.; this 
figure, however, includes one very large 
contract. Orders for industrial building 
have shown a steady rise during the year 
but there was no change in the total value 
of orders for non-housing work in the 
private sector obtained in the fourth 
quarter because orders for other private 
building dropped a little. 

Taking the year as a whele the value 
of new orders obtained in 1960 was 
£1,842m., which was £256m. more than 
in 1959, while the value of new work 
carried out by contractors in 1960 was 
only £140m. more than in 1959. It must 
be expected, therefore, that the level of 
activity during 1961 will remain high. 





Orders for public authority housing 
were virtually the same as for 1959, but 
orders for houses for private developers 
increased by over £40m. The total value 
of work done on housing increased by 
over £60m. compared with the previous 
year so that the amount of work outstand- 


VALUE OF NEW ORDERS (IN £ M.) OBTAINED 
BY CONTRACTORS 





1960 1959 1960 


3rd 4th 

qtr. ar. Total Total 
New HOusING : iD at a 
For public authorities 65 69 255 257 





For private developers 110 122 435 477 
Housing total oa 175 191 690 734 
OTHER New Work : 
For public authorities 112 125 427 489 
For private developers 
Industrial ... hi 82 85 241 341 
Miscellaneous ia 75 72 228 278 
Other new work total ... 269 282 896 1,108 
Total all new work a 444 473 1,586 1,842 
Note : 


The figures given above appear in the March 
Economic Trends ’ (HMSO). 


issue of * 
ing on housing has decreased. Meanwhile 
new orders for other types of work rose 
by £212m. and the value of work done 
rose by only £78m. so that the work « out- 
standing in this sector rose. 


>: Shown below are two examples of furniture engineered from a comparatively small number 
parts yet producing almost endless permutations. 
NW10) are made to a 21 in. module which conveniently suits 
An advisory service and an immediate renovation department are part of the 
To left is an executive's desk; on right a wardrobe-dressing-chest unit 


Vanson 21’ pieces (pro- 
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Construction Problems in Tall Buildings 


A Series of Discussions at the Brixton School of Building 


The extended series of discussions on the problems of construction in tall 
buildings, organised by the London County Council at the Brixton School 
of Building, was concluded on March 1 with an open forum in which papers 
read at the five previous sessions were generally debated. Summaries of 
papers from three of the sessions are given below. 


Planning in Relation to Tall Buildings 
Papers by T. J]. Widdaker and G. D. Wimbourne 


PLANNING DIFFICULTIES and the special 
problems affecting design were discussed 
by Me. T. J. Widdaker, ARIBA, of the 
London County Council’s architect’s 
department, and Mr. G. D. Wimbourne, 
of Ronald Ward and Partners, on October 
26 last. Mr. Philip Bennett, FRIBA, was 
in the chair. 

Dealing with town-planning problems, 
MR. WIDDAKER commented that, by com- 
parison with New York, London was for- 
tunate in that tall building had arrived 
after town-planning regulations had 
become well-established. Tracing develop- 
ments since 1945, he commented on 
planning difficulties in Central London 
where piecemeal development rendered 
impossible an imposed pattern of high 
buildings. It had been necessary to treat 
each project individually having regard 
to relevant considerations of which the 
speaker instanced seven: (a) interests of 
neighbouring owners, (b) positive or 
visual significance, (c) whether the sites 
were large enough to give compensating 
low buildings or open space, (d) whether 
a high building had visual advantages 
over possible alternatives, (e) relation to 
existing open spaces or the river, (f) 
whether the materials proposed were of 
suitable quality, and (g) the influence of 
night-illumination of the building, on the 
London night scene. After discussing 
these considerations briefly, Mr. Wid- 
daker concluded by deploring the ten- 
dency of architects to see only the high 
building solution to a development 
problem. 

MR. WIMBOURNE commenced by outlin- 
ing the considerations which had indi- 
cated a tower block as the best solution 
for the Millbank development. The per- 
mitted plot ratio (34 to 1) with 60,000 
sq. ft. of housing area required prevented 
ordinary development from providing 
adequate area on the site. The necessity 
to keep down average costs required low 
buildings to be associated with the tower 
block. 

Reviewing the special problems affect- 
ing the design, Mr. Wimbourne men- 
tioned the linkage of services between the 
various buildings; the selection of the 
cladding system where lightness of weight 
was essential; the provision of air-condi- 
tioning to obviate opening windows; the 
problems of accommodating services in a 
minimum of space; the provision of very 
efficient, fully automatic lifts; and the 
water supply problem. In this last con- 
nection, he pointed out that it was neces- 
sary to install fire-fighting apparatus to 
make the building self-sufficient in this 
respect above a height of about 80 ft. 
The planning problem consisted essen- 


tially of keeping the demands of these 
services subsidiary to the provision of a 
maximum of usable floor space and this, 
he said, was achieved by concentrating 
services in a structural core from which 
adequate stability for the building could 
be derived. Mr. Wimbourne concluded 
with some account of measures taken to 
meet means-of-escape and fire-fighting 
requirements. 


Discussion 


In the general discussion which fol- 
lowed, interest first centred on the influ- 
ence of a high building upon subsequent 
development in the vicinity and on the 
heights to which buildings might be 
expected to go. MR. WIDDAKER pointed out 
that the height of a building had to be 
considered in relation to its surroundings, 
and that the river would have to be 
regarded as a large open space if another 
high building on the opposite bank were 
proposed. The shape of high buildings, 
towers or slabs, was also an important 
factor. 

On ultimate height, it was pointed out 


that the higher the building, the more 
usable floor space was lost through ser- 
vices and, for ‘ those glass envelopes,’ the 
greater the cost of air conditioning. 
Although prestige considerations might 
affect the exact answer, very high site 
values were needed to justify heights 
above 300 ft.; possibly 400 ft. might, in 
present circumstances in London, be 
regarded as an ultimate height. Towers 
were more expensive than slabs. 

Questions were asked regarding com- 
parisons with American buildings and, 
in spite of differences in conditions, it 
was thought that the Millbank building 
compared reasonably wth comparable 
examples in the USA. It was pointed out 
that means-of-escape and fire-fighting 
requirements were stricter here than in 
America, as also were requirements in 
respect of habitable space for constant 
use. In regard to the Tate Gallery, it 
was pointed out that the tower block was 
certainly no worse a neighbour than a 
continuous slab-type building, 140 ft. 
high, continuing existing development 
along Millbank. 

Giving reasons for the shape selected 
for the building, MR. WIMBOURNE said that 
the curved shape suited the river frontage 
and that with a curtain wall, a curved 
shape added interest. Furthermore, the 
absence of long, straight corridors created 
more attractive conditions within the 
building. MR. WIDDAKER added that shape 


Services in Tall Buildings 
A Symposium 


THE SECOND SESSION in the series, held 
on November 30 last, was devoted to a 
symposium on services. The four prin- 
cipal speakers were Mr. A. F. Stroud, Mr. 
J. Moffat, Mr. W. Allen and Mr. F. N. 
Lawrence, each of whom submitted a 
paper on a single aspect of the main sub- 


ject. Mr. H. L. Egerton, training officer. 
Matthew Hall & Co. Ltd.. was in the 
chair. 


Water Supply and Sanitary Services 


MR. STROUD spoke first on water supply 
and sanitary services. Water storage 
tanks, he said, were generally provided at 
high level and, above 12 floors, boosting 
of the incoming main was required to 
fill the tanks. The boosting could be pro- 
vided either by centrifugal pumps or by 
hydro-pneumatic pressure vessels, pumps 
or air-compressors being automatically 
switched on when the water level in 
storage tanks fell to certain levels. The 
alternative practice of providing main 
storage tanks in the basement and distri- 
buting via break tanks at various levels 
was also sometimes adopted, the choice 
of system being governed by the type and 
lay-out of building, particularly alloca- 
tion of plant space. 

When down-service from storage tanks 
exceeded about ten floors, contro] of dis- 
charge velocity became necessary and was 


may be even more important in high 
buildings other than towers. 
usually achieved by either pressure- 


reducing valves or orifice discs, the latter 
method being generally cheaper. Diffi- 
culties arose in connection with overflow 
and warning pipes which were ineffective 
if discharged externally owing to dissipa- 
tion of drips in a long fall. It was nor- 
mal practice to discharge overflows on to 
the floors of toilet compartments but the 
discharge could be placed over a basin 
or other fitting if the water company per- 
mitted. Main storage tanks should also 
have overflow-alarms, either audible or 
visual, in the main plant room. 

Turning to sanitary services, the 
speaker said that design of systems was 
generally based on American practice 
adapted to suit the one- or two-pipe 
systems used here. ~ Sizes of soil and 
anti-syphon stacks were based on length 
and on the number of fixtures discharg- 
ing into them. Relief vents were neces- 
sary to balance pressures but velocity- 
breaks were not needed. Offsets in soil 
stacks should be inclined at not less than 
45° wherever possible; pressure-relief 
vents were necessary both above and 
below offsets if more abrupt changes of 
direction were employed. 

The great lengths of stacks in tall 
buildings demanded attention to thermal 
expansion since temperature rises of 60° 
Fahrenheit could occur, particularly 
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where prolonged discharges of hot water 
might be expected. Cast iron, with a 
relatively small expansion, seldom needed 
special provision and, for copper, loop 
offsets at plant-room levels were gener- 
ally adequate. Plastic tubes had valuable 
advantages in respect of flexibility and 
lightness, but polythene, with its high 
expansion coefficient, was not really suit- 
able for stacks. PVC could be used for 
stacks provided expansion units were 
fitted. The heavier metal pipes required 
special anchor supports at intervals and, 
in general, there were valuable advan- 
tages, from the erection point of view, to 
be gained from the use of the lighter and 
more easily jointed plastic pipes. 

All stacks should change to spun or 
cast iron drains for the last two floors and 
should enter the drainage run with an 
easy sweep. Running traps were prefer- 
able to gulley traps at the bottom of 
rainwater stacks to avoid build-up of 
pressure. Finally, the speaker referred 
to the desirability of providing perimeter 
gutters to collect rain water at lower 
levels, particularly in buildings with non- 
absorbent cladding. 


Heating and Hot-Water Supply 


MR. MOFFAT spoke next on the problems 
of heating and hot-water supply. As 
regards heating design, the exposure to 
higher wind velocities at greater height 
resulted in increased heat loss and in- 
creased infiltration of cold air, and these 
effects had to be allowed for in estimat- 
ing the heat requirements of upper floors. 
It was specially important that architects 
should recognise the need for well-fitting 
windows, The chimney effect, whereby 
there tended to be a specially strong draft 
of warm air up the interior of tall build- 
ings, also necessitated precautions such 
as sealing lift- and stair-wells by well- 
fitting, self-closing doors. Solar radiation 
was also much more pronounced in the 
upper floors of tall buildings where the 
usual shading by surrounding buildings 
was not operative. In general, high build- 
ings were very rapidly affected by changes 
in weather conditions, particularly since 
light-weight wall construction was gener 
ally adopted. 

Turning next to choice of heating, Mr. 





Moffat said that low-pressure hot-water 
systems, because of their flexibility, were 
generally best suited to the British 
climate. The arrangement generally em- 
ployed was to divide the building into 
zones of about ten floors and to provide 
each zone with its own heating system, 
usually fed from a calorifier. This method 
kept water pressure within reasonable 
limits and broke the system down into 
convenient units for regulation and isola- 
tion purposes. Heating surface was 
usually provided as finned-tube convec- 
tors or radiators, the former often pre- 
ferred as capable of withstanding higher 
pressures. 

The high value of floor space in tall 
buildings restricted accommodation avail- 
able for heating surfaces and, in well- 
insulated buildings, this could be reduced 
to 4 in. along external walls. Heated sus- 
pended ceilings had the advantage of 
freeing floor space but they tended to 
increase floor-to-floor heights if excessive 
intensity of radiant heat was to be 
avoided. Systems involving pipe-coils 
embedded in ceilings did not meet the 
rapid changes of heat requirements in 
tall buildings. Stairways and_ halls 
could generally be heated by fan convec- 
tors installed on the lowest floor only of 
each zone. 

The heat source was usually a boiler 
plant in the basement supplying steam 
or high-temperature hot water, preferably 
the latter, to calorifiers. Demand for 
steam for cooking or laundry equipment 
might, however, make a steam plant more 
economic. Alternatively, separate gas- 
fired boilers might be provided in place 
of calorifiers in each zone. Factors in- 
fluencing the choice between these alter- 
natives were cost of structure, value of 
space on lowest floors, elimination of 
chimney-effect, fire risks, and elimination 
of operating noise of boiler plant. Off- 
peak electric floor heating had the advan- 
tage of low capital cost but needed aug- 
mentation if floor temperatures were to 
be restricted to 75° Fahrenheit (a norm- 
ally acceptable limit). It could not be 
controlled to meet rapid changes of heat 
requirements and was not suitable at any 
rate for office heating in tall buildings. 

Domestic hot-water installations in tall 


Shires of Guiseley 
recently 
opened a_ show- 
room and _é sales 
office at 137 Vic- 
toria-street, Lon- 
don, Swi. 
Among the range 
of sanitary equip- 
on display 
are the ‘ Hippo’ 
and ‘Lynx’ auto- 
matic cisterns (top 
left) and a cutaway 


have 


ment 


‘Lynx’ (centre) 
showing the sy- 
phon mechanism 
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buildings generally followed similar lines 
to those for heating systems with separate 
storage calorifiers fed from break tanks 
each serving a zone of about 10 floors. 
For residential flats, separate production 
of hot water for each flat was sometimes 
preferred, either electricity or gas being 
used. Storage water heaters with built-in 
break tanks were usual and these were 
fed from the cold-water storage tanks in 
each zone. The heater could be con- 
trolled by the tenant who could be 
charged directly for the gas and elec- 
tricity consumed. 


Air-Conditioning 

MR. ALLEN’S remarks on air-condition- 
ing referred to most large office-blocks, 
whether tall or otherwise. Air-condition- 
ing usually cost more and took up more 
space than the sum total of other services. 
Improved lighting standards had 
increased the demand for air-condition- 
ing since, at 30 lumens per sq. ft., heat 
gain from lighting was often sufficient to 
counteract fabric heat-loss even with 
outside temperatures of the order of 30° 
Fahrenheit. Comfort in mild weather 
then required air-cooling by refrigera- 
tion, the principal characteristic of air 
conditioning in Mr. Allen’s view. The 
space and cost involved in air-condition- 
ing could, he said, drastically be 
reduced by good planning and sensible 
selection of external cladding. The high 
solar heat gain associated with large 
areas of glass cladding led inevitably to 
high refrigeration costs. 

On the subject of plant and plant- 
rooms, this speaker observed that in 
multi-storey buildings plant requirements 
took up the greater part of a whole floor 
at intervals of ten floors or so. From 
the air-conditioning engineer’s view, this 
had the advantage of avoiding their 
having to work in very odd-shaped base- 
ment areas where efficient use of space 
was often impossible. It was not prac- 
ticable to relate plant-space to total 
volume of the building; schemes must be 
decided at an early stage and integrated 
in the subsequent planning. In Britain, 
air changes for full air-conditioning were 
generally of the order 15 to 20 (corres- 
ponding to air-temperature differentials 
of 20° and 15° Fahrenheit respectively). 
On this basis, approximate plant sizes 
could quickly be arrived at and plant- 
rooms specifically designed. 

Two types of schemes were basically 
suited to large office blocks; induction air- 
conditioning and double-duct systems. 
Both types permitted high pressures and 
high velocities in ducts and were there- 
fore economic on space. Induction 
systems were generally cheaper and took 
up less space but did not respond so 
quickly to changes in requirements with 
changes in atmospheric conditions out- 
side. Double-duct systems permitted 
close control of temperature and 
humidity through room thermostats and 
hygrostats but, in office blocks, very close 
control was not generally necessary. Mr. 
Allen pointed out that British tower 
blocks were generally of smaller plan area 
than American blocks with consequent 
emphasis on perimeter conditions. The 
American buildings with large internal 
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cores made air-conditioning essential and 
it was normal practice to combine two 
systems, an induction system for the peri- 
meter and a double or single duct system 
for the interior. 


Air-handling and refrigeration plant 
tended to be noisy and it was advisable 
to plan carefully and to take other pre- 
cautions to meet this danger. Water- 
cooling towers associated with refrigerat- 
ing plans were sources of noise and it 
was necessary to make provisions for dis- 
posing of the exhaust air from these 
towers. 


In conclusion, Mr. Allen referred 
briefly to problems of ventilating toilet 
compartments, emphasising the need for 
ample air changes (at least 10) and the 
desirability of dividing extract from 
toilets among several ducts in order to 
facilitate balancing the system. He 
closed with a final exhortation to archi- 
tects to consider the economics of air- 
conditioning when designing a building. 


Electrical Installation and Lifts 


The last speaker from the platform, mR. 
LAWRENCE, dealt with electrical installa- 
tions and lifts. The flexibility demanded 
of electrical services in modern buildings 
could be met only by underfloor or skirt- 
ing-duc’ systems. For the former, a suffi- 
cient scxeed depth must be provided on 
the structural floor. Electricity supply 
would normally be brought to the site 
at high-voltage and, if the consumer 
wished to take advantage of the lower 
charge for high-voltage supply, it would 
be his responsibility to provide the trans- 
former equipment. 


To avoid carrying large currents at low 
voltage over large distances in tall build- 
ings it was desirable to site transformers 
as near as possible to the loads. This 
could be achieved by dividing the build- 
ing into zones, each with an electricity 
load to match the capacity of a trans- 
former. It was usually convenient to site 
transformers in pairs on the boundary of 
two zones. The high voltage cables serv- 
ing the transformers would be quite small 
and easily accommodated in service ducts. 
A secondary distribution system would be 
provided to serve each floor, bus-bar 
systems proving most suitable where 
large loads were involved. Residential 
accommodation generally made greater 
demands for space and equipment than 
did office accommodation which might 
not necessitate zoning at all. 


Turning to the question of lifts, Mr. 
Lawrence gave 120 ft. as the approximate 
building height above which high-speed 
lifts became necessary. Higher speeds 
demanded longer runs and greater over- 
run distances if any lifts travelled the 
full height of the building, though savings 
in this latter respect could be made by 
operating lifts on a relay system. The 
roof was the most suitable place for a 
motor room from the point of view of 
the lift engineer if not of the architect, 
the principal advantages lying in anchor- 
age of equipment and in reducing wear 
on ropes. With very long distances of 
travel, special precautions were neces- 
sary to avoid unbalancing the system by 
the weight of long hauling ropes. A 


separate lift or (in relay systems) a set of 
lifts must be powered separately for fire- 
fighting purposes. 

The speaker also dealt with a number 
of ancillary services. First fire-warning 
systems, which were of two types: heat- 
detecting and smoke-detecting. Where 
there was a mechanical extract of air, it 
was useful to put a detector of each type 
in the extract duct. Inter-linkage of the 
fire-warning and the ventilation or air- 
conditioning systems could with 
advantage be employed to isolate the plant 
serving affected zones. Batteries for 
emergency lighting should be provided at 
several points in tall buildings in order 
to avoid large voltage-drop in long 
lengths of cable. Finally, for protection 
from lightning strike, it was frequently 
necessary nowadays to house conductor 
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tapes in incombustible ducts inside build- 
ings with special provision at the lowest 
floor slab if this was situated below the 
water table. 

Mr. Lawrence concluded by saying that 
tall buildings raised few special problems 
of electrical services not inherent in other 
buildings of similar capacity although the 
generally increased plant requirements of 
tall buildings tended to result in relatively 
heavy electrical loads. 

In the discussions that followed the 
papers, the view was expressed that to 
limit zones to about ten floors was rather 
conservative—certainly where water pres- 
sure was a criterion since 50 Ib per sq. in. 
was not an excessive pressure. In reply 
to another question, a rough estimate of 
15 per cent was mentioned as space re- 
quired for services. 


Contractors’ Problems in Tall Buildings 
Paper by Mr. A. W. Barker 


THE FINAL PAPER in the series was sub- 
mitted on February 1 by mr. A. W. BARKER 
of Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons, Ltd., who 
spoke on the problems of the contractor, 
Mr. E. J. Cook, BSc, FIOB, was in the 
chair. 

Most of our techniques had, Mr. Barker 
said, been developed on buildings up to 
100 ft. high. Many contractors were now 
concerned with greater heights than this 
and were finding that tall buildings raised 
many of the old problems in more acute 
forms. Building owners were demanding 
speed of erection and this was generally 
best achieved by selecting the contractor 
at an early stage of planning, and relating 
the plan to the plant and specialised tech- 
niques of that contractor. Frames and 
lifts were, in Mr. Barker’s view, critical 
to progress and concurrent work on a 
podium building was valuable to provide 
continuity of work for the concrete gang 
between successive lifts of a tower block 
which could then be pushed forward as 
rapidly as possible. 

Turning to foundations, the speaker 
showed illustrations of plant for boring 
cylindrical shafts up to 7 ft. in diameter 
with bases up to 18 ft. for concrete piles 
cast ‘in situ.’ Cranes were necessary for 
erecting the superstructure, the conven- 
tional guy-derrick serving for steelwork 
but a tower crane being preferable for 
reinforced concrete work. The choice 
between various types—rail-mounted, 
fixed or climbing cranes, with trolley jibs 
or luffing jibs—was to some extent a 
matter of personal preference but certain 
factors affecting the choice could be iden- 
tified. Trolley jibs made accurate posi- 
tioning of a load quicker and easier and 
could work to a small minimum radius; 
luffing jibs permitted cover of a full circle 
in a confined space and closer working to 
other cranes without crossing jibs. Rail- 
mounted cranes were useful for long, low 
podium buildings and the size and shape 
of a tower block would decide whether a 
climbing crane had advantages. 

Use of a climbing crane delayed roof 
sealing and left holes to be made good all 
the way up the building. In any case, it 
was important to use cranes to their maxi- 
mum capacity; the weights of precast 


members to be lifted should be considered 
at the design stage and it should be pos- 
sible to lift a full skip of concrete at 
maximum radius. 


Mr. Barker next showed a graph based 
on a study of hoisting speeds (tall build- 
ings necessitated higher speeds—170 ft. 
per minute was inadequate above 12 
storeys). In this connection he pointed 
out the necessity of being able to change 
gear under load in order to achieve accu- 
rate positioning. Distribution of concrete 
had been carried out on the Shell head- 
quarters building by means of a pump but 
this, he said, would seldom be justified: 
he generally preferred a2 pneumatic placer 
or, more usually, a high speed hoist 
serving a hopper and distribution at high 
level by a crane. 


Getting the men up the building raised 
problems and Mr. Barker produced evi- 
dence showing that more than 6 per cent 
of working time could be lost on this 
account in buildings over 10 floors. Hoists 
were now avVailable with their own towers 
but he thought that serious consideration 
should be given to much earlier comple- 
tion of the permanent lift installation. 
With increased tolerances and use of a 
bottom-drive, it might be possible to get 
the lift contractor in early and take the 
lift up with the frame. 


On the subject of scaffolding, Mr. 
Barker said that the need was, to a large 
extent, determined by the design of the 
cladding. With r.c. frame and stone clad- 
ding, the cladding lagged behind the 
frame and tube scaffolding was neces- 
sary. With curtain walling, light and 
quickly erected, a hanging scaffold was 
suitable, and in fact with curtain walling 
in large units it might be preferable to a 
conventional type scaffold as the latter 
might get in the way. The speaker 
emphasised that tube scaffolds must be 
properly designed with double or treble 
standards at the base. Finally, Mr. 
Barker mentioned, briefly, the need to 
save time at tea breaks possibly by tak- 
ing the tea to the men: the desirability of 
providing a staff locating system; and the 
advantages of distributing materials as 
nearly as possible to their final location 
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in the building immediately on delivery 
and avoiding dumps at ground level. 


Crane Utilisation 


In the discussion that followed a ques- 
tion was asked as to whether a high 
level of crane _ utilisation could be 
achieved on sites where several cranes 
were provided. Mr. Barker replied that 
in his experience there was usually a 
shortage of crane time and overtime was 
necessary. This was something which 
could not be planned accurately and he 
advocated having a responsible man in 
charge to make sure that cranes were 
used efficiently. Concreting was a prob- 
lem because of the heavy demands it 
created on cranes for limited periods; a 
combination of hoist and crane using 
more than one skip was sometimes the 
solution. P 

The next speaker referred to the diffi- 
culty of recovering the cost of using a 
passenger hoist for the workmen even 
over 18 storeys and asked whether it was 
not better to establish canteens at every 
third floor and restrict movement of men 
to one floor up or down. He agreed 
that sub-contractors’ men_ generally 
wanted to use their own canteen at ground 
level. Mr. Barker replied that, in asses- 
sing cost, fatigue in walking up and 
down had to be taken into account; he 
thought that lifts paid over 15 storeys 
and that it was difficult to prevent men 


coming down to ground level for lunch. 
In reply to a supplementary question 
on temporary stairs and ladders, he 
thought that permanent stairs could be 
taken up with the building. He did not 
favour using lift-shafts either for tem- 
porary lifts or climbing cranes; both de- 
layed installation of permanent lifts. On 
the choice of steel or reinforced con- 
crete for the frame, Mr. Barker said that 
his firm preferred reinforced concrete. 
It was not only a question of the frame 
itself but of getting the following trades 
going. With reinforced concrete, it was 
possible to bring up the cladding four 
floors behind the frame whereas that was 
not possible with steel if LCC fire 
regulations had to be complied with. 
Questioned on the effect of bottom-drive 
on lift design, Mr. Barker agreed that it 
involved carrying additional load but 
added that it was a question of value. 


Tendering Procedure 


Negotiated contracts were questioned 
and it was pointed out that the actual 
cost would not be known to the building 
owner as early as with normal competi- 
tive tendering. Mr. Barker replied that, 
with their limited experience of tall build- 
ings, estimators tended to play safe when 
tendering in competition and negotiated 
contracts tended to be no more expensive. 
Speed was the real factor; the time for 
preparing bills and going to tender was 


The Roman Baths at Godmanchester 
An Architectural Survey 


DURING the past four years the site of the 
Roman bath-building at Godmanchester, 
Huntingdonshire, has been under excava- 
tion by Mr. H. J. M. Green, who has 
described the results of his research in 
three numbers of ‘The Archzological 
News Letter ’—No. 10, 1959, and Nos. 11 
and 12, 1960. 

The original bath-building, which was 
approached from the east by a service 
road which branched off Ermine-street, 
the main Roman trunk road through the 
town, was constructed in the late first 
century, AD, and is thought to have 
been part of an inn (mansio) provided for 
state officials. It belonged to the 
‘Reihentyp,’ in which heated rooms are 
arranged in a single line. 

The external walls of the baths have 
nowhere, unfortunately, survived above 
Roman floor level. The layout appears 
to have remained essentially unchanged 
for two hundred years. After a fire about 
AD 300 the site seems to have been 
deserted until about AD 360. The 
northern end was then remodelled and 
continued to be used as a small bath- 
house. The demolition and levelling of 
the old building was still being carried 
out as late as AD 380. It is clear that 
the interior walls were elaborately painted 
in a wide range of colours and motifs. 

Mr. Green recorded all the building 
materials found during the excavation of 
the site and plotted these on a series of 
distribution plans. These have enabled 
features of the building to be recon- 
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structed, even in areas where no struc- 
tural remains were found in situ, an 
interesting example being the evidence of 
window glass. 
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saved and the contractor could proceed 
with the foundations while the design of 
the superstructure proceeded. An 
approximate price could be given, his 
firm had worked on a ‘ceiling cost’ 
arrangement, and although the actual cost 
might not be known so early, the build- 
ing owner was not so much at the mercy 
of variations and extras. 


Setting Out 


Accuracy of setting-out was discussed 
and the method in use on the Millbank 
development was described whereby 
reference points could be _ located 
accurately on any floor by means of a 
theodolite at ground level. The impor- 
tant thing was always to work off a base 
line and never to plumb from floor to 
floor. 

Finally there was some further discus- 
sion of control of labour. It was sug- 
gested that productivity might decrease 
with increasing height but Mr. Barker 
stated that his firm had not found that, 
although they had expected it. Actually, 
after 2 or 3 floors, as men got accustomed 
to the rhythm of the job, productivity 
tended to increase until the top floors 
where changes in design caused some 
falling-off in output. As to directing men 
to a particular canteen, some control was 
possible over the top-floor construction 
gang, but men scattered throughout the 
building could not be controlled. 


The baths are described in considerable 
detail, and in addition to plans there is a 
conjectural birds-eye view perspective 
restoration of the exterior. Mr. Green is 
to be congratulated on an admirable and 
most scholarly piece of research. Copies 
of the three issues of ‘ The Archzological 
News Letter’ are obtainable, price ls. 6d. 
each, from 60 Frederick-street, Gray’s 
Inn-road, London, WCl. 


Key to Plan: 


Floor plan of the early building. A— 
large hall (probably the changing room); 
B—the frigidarium; C—the cold bath; D 
—the hot room (probably intended 
originally as a sudatorium or laconicum); 
E—narrow lobby (probably an unctorium 
or massage room); F and G—large hot 
room (probably subdivided into warm and 
hot rooms); H—probably a_ furnace 
chamber; J—vestibule; K—probably area 
of furnaces; 1, 2 and 3—entrance lobby, 
changing room and cold bath (probable 
changes in planning arrangements during 
erection); 4—furnace chamber (later use); 
6—probable later addition possibly con- 
taining a warm plunge bath 





Kingston School of Architecture 


Advanced Post-Graduate Course 


APPLICATIONS ARE BEING INVITED by the 
Department of Architecture, Kingston 
School of Art, from suitably qualified 
candidates for admission to the graduate 
school for the 1961-62 session. 

The course for the present will be of 
one year’s duration and will be restricted 
to eight students. It will be suitable for 
those who (a) wish to follow individual 
programmes in historical, planning or 
technical study and/or research, (b) wish 


to extend their design experience by 
means of advanced design studies, and 
(c) wish to study architectural school 
organisation, teaching methods and 
curricula. 

The fee for the one-year course will be 
£25. Applications for further particulars 
and conditions of admission should be 
made to the Secretary of the Department, 
at Kingston-upon-Thames, not later than 
June 1. 
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London County Council 


The New Town and Country Planning Act and the Roads Programme 


AT THE COUNCIL MEETING on March 14 
DR. DAVID L. KERR asked the chairman of 
the Roads Committee : 

(i) Will the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1959, have any effect, 
deleterious or otherwise, on the pro- 
gramme for London’s roads ? 

(ii) If any increased costs will fall on 
the Council as a result of this Act, who 
will benefit from the increased payments? 

(iii) Does he consider that the con- 
sequences of this Act are beneficial to 
Londoners ? 

MR. R. EDMONDS replied : (i) The funda- 
mental principle of the 1959 Act is to 
ensure a return to open market value as 
the basis of compensation. This results 
in the Council being exposed to all the 
factors operating in the open market in 
contradistinction to the pre-Act basis 
under which the Council was to some 
extent insulated against some of these 
factors. The broad effect of the 1959 
Act is that the Council is having to pay 
substantially more for the property it 
acquires. 

(ii) While owners of all types of pro- 
perty benefit, this is to some extent offset 
by the increased prices they have to pay 
for alternative accommodation. 

(iii) This Act is but one of the factors 
tending to increase the cost of acquiring 
property for public improvements at the 
present time, but in so far as it has 
removed the ‘existing use value’ basis 
which limited the element of develop- 
ment value in arriving at the compensa- 
tion payable, it has increased the financial 
burden on the London ratepayer and tax- 
payers generally. 

I understand that the General Purposes 
Committee propose to submit an infor- 
mative report to the Council at its next 
meeting dealing with the effect of the Act 
on acquisition of property for the Coun- 
cil’s purposes generally. 


New Building on Albert 
Embankment 


MR. ROBERT VIGARS asked the Chair- 
man of the Town Planning Committee: 

(i) Has the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government recently refused to 
authorise the Council to grant planning 
permission for the construction of a 
block of offices at Albert Embankment 
(Lambeth, Vauxhall) which the Council 
proposed, subject to the views of the 
Minister, to grant? 

(ii) Has the Council in accordance with 
a directive of the Minister now granted 
consent for the construction of flats on 
the site? 

MR. W. G. FISKE: (i) The Minister in 
July, 1960, refused to authorise the 
Council to grant planning permission, as 
it had proposed, for a new building to 
be used mainly for offices ‘but including 
two storeys of residential accommoda- 
tion. 

(ii) No directive by the Minister was 
made, although he did say that, pro- 
vided the site was not needed for com- 


merce, he could see no reason why it 
should not be developed mainly for flats. 
The Town Planning Committee on Feb- 
ruary 20, 1961, gave conditional planning 
permission for a 15-storey building on 
this site, the lower four storeys to be for 
commercial use and the remainder for 
residential use as flats. 


Development in St. James'’s-street 


SIR SAMUEL SALMON asked the Chair- 
man of the Town Planning Committee: 

With reference to the question asked 
by Mr. Vigars on December 6, 1960 (pp. 
734-5), on the proposed development of 
the ‘Economist’ offices in conjunction 
with owners of Boodle’s Club in St. 
James’s-street, Westminster (The Cities 
of London and Westminster)—{i) Has a 
planning application since been received 


relating to this development; and (ii) 
Will he make a statement? 
MR. W. G. FISKE: (i) Yes. (ii) The 


Committee on March 6 gave favourable 
consideration to the proposed develop- 
ment, subject to certain conditions, but 
before coming to a decision wished to 
be satisfied as to the treatment of the 
flank wall of Boodle’s Club. They there- 
fore instructed the officers to consult the 
applicants on this point and _ report 
further. 
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Housing in Expanded Towns 


DR. G. F. VAUGHAN asked the Chairman 
of the New and Expanding Towns Com- 
mittee and the Chairman of the Housing 
Committee: 

(i) In each of the next three years—{a) 
What is the anticipated number of casual 
vacancies in the Council’s existing stock 
of dwellings? and (b) What is the antici- 
pated number of families which the 
Council will nominate for homes in new 
and expanding towns? 

(ii) What was the number of families 
actually nominated for new and expand- 
ing towns by the Council in the latest 
available year? 

MRS. EVELYN DENINGTON: (i) (a) About 
3,500 a year if the present rate is main- 
tained. (b) It is anticipated that about 
2,000 families will be nominated for hous- 
ing in new and expanding towns during 
1961. These will include applicants from 
the Metropolitan Borough Councils’ lists 
in addition to the Council’s list. At this 
stage it is difficult to estimate the num- 
ber of families likely to move in 1962 and 
1963 and this will depend on the move- 
ment of industry and the availability of 
suitable employment but the number 
nominated is expected to be in the region 
of 2,000-2,500 for each of those years. 

(ii) 1.344 in the year 1960.—In addi- 
tion 193 other Londoners were housed in 
the expanding towns but the comparable 
figure for the new towns is not yet avail- 
able—it is expected to be about 1,000 
families. The last figure I have is the 
figure for 1959 and that figure is 1,197. 


London Master Builders Association 


Employers’ Opportunity to Regain Leadership 


SPEAKING at a meeting of the North 
Western Area of the Association, on 
March 20, MR, R. F. MANSELL FIOB, Presi- 
dent of the LMBA, said that he could not 
let any review of the activities of the 
Association pass without commenting 
upon the recently achieved wages settle- 
ment. 

‘It has received such differing epithets 
as statesmanlike and stupid, far sighted 
and futile, but one thing stands out 
clearly,’ said Mr. Mansell. ‘It is this. 
In October, 1961, we employers shall 
have presented to us a chance, the like 
of which we have not had for 30 years, 
to take control of our industry and to 
exert leadership, to indicate to our opera- 
tives that while we work happily with 
them, ours is the responsibility, and the 
risk, and the duty of running our own 
businesses. 

‘I think that I can say, without fear of 
contradiction, that if we let this chance 
go it is unlikely to come our way again 
in the working life of most of us. It can 
only be seized and made the fullest use 
of if the building industry is prepared to 
be loyal to itself. In these days of 
shortages of labour, above all of skilled 
craftsmen, it is going to be a great 
temptation to offer paid refreshment 
breaks, 

‘The National Joint Council,’ the 
President continued, ‘ has made its views 
quite clear on this subject, and I must 
ask you all to set an example of that 


loyalty to each other, to the industry, 
and to your trade association, to which 
all too much lip service is often paid. 

‘ My predecessor wondered, in his final 
address, whether the era of the great 
captains of industry was over. I can only 
say to you that if you now want to once 
again be masters in your house, you must 
not fall prey to the temptations which 
will beset you.’ 


Builders’ Year 


THE ADMIRABLY PRODUCED ‘ Laing Year’ is 
a remarkable record of the recent activi- 
ties of a remarkable company. John Laing 
& Son, Ltd. have on hand probably a 
wider variety of construction than any 
company in the world—power stations 
and cathedrals; motorways; colliery and 
sea defence works; multi-storey flats; 
schools and university buildings (the com- 
pany has work in hand at five universi- 
ties); and a wide range of commercial 
and industrial work. On the property 
development side, Laings has a £5m. 
shopping and commercial) centre planned 
for the Bull Ring site, Birmingham, not 
yet started but scheduled for completion 
in 1963. A section illustrates some of 


the company’s Canadian interests (the 
cover is a fine reproduction of Terence 
Cuneo’s painting of road works in pro- 
gress in the Canadian Rocky Mountains), 
and another 
Africa. 


shows developments in 
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TECHNICAL REVIEW 





This Review of plant, equipment and materials—in most cases new or with 


new features—is intended to give 


brief details only of the products 


mentioned. Notices are based on data supplied by the manufacturers. 
Additional information and prices can be obtained either direct or by 
using the prepaid Readers’ Service form which appears on page 146 of this 


issue. 


1. Heating 


A new CENTRAL HEATING INSTALLATION, 
which is already in use, provides warm air 
by a flue-less system. In a small heater 
(3 ft. high, 17 in. wide) the air is elec- 
trically warmed by a series of black heat 
electric elements and circulated by a 
power-driven fan through a humidifying 
chamber to flexible ducts. These ducts 
lead to outlet grilles set in the rooms re- 
quiring heating. The system has been 
particularly designed for the small 3- to 
4-bedroomed house to provide central 
heating downstairs and background 
heating in the bedrooms. The heater is 
controlled by an automatic clock, which 
will stop and start its operation at any 
pre-determined time, and a room thermo- 
stat which automatically cuts in or out 
as the temperature is lowered or raised. 
Gnome Heaters, 

1 Cater Buildings, Cater-st., Bradford, 1. 


2. Flooring 


A new type of hardwood mosaic FLOOR 
can now be supplied in panels 18 in. sq. 
and 3 in. in thickness. Each panel is 
made up of 16 squares and each square 
consists of 5 fingers, 44 in. long and a 
little over } in. wide. The underskin of 
the floor is thin and resilient and can be 
firmly bonded to the sub-floor adhesive. 
The bond between the fingers, however, 
remains elastic and this allows the 
deliberate separation of the fingers, if 
necessary, to fill in gaps and also a certain 
amount of movement to accommodate 
any subsequent swelling or shrinkage. 
This, in any case, is unlikely to be exces- 
sive as the hardwoods used are air 


seasoned and then kiln dried to a pre- 
determined moisture content. 

Phoenix Timber Co., Ltd., 

70-74 City-rd., London, EC1. 





A new type of hardwood flooring is economical to lay and 


needs little maintenance 


The form can be used for more than one inquiry. 


3. Lighting 

One interesting development to be seen 
at the Electrical Engineers exhibition was 
a new method of INDUSTRIAL LIGHTING, 
not yet perfected, known as ‘electro- 
luminescence.’ This consists of illuminat- 
ing whole metal sheets by the use of 
phosphorus, which lights up when an 
electric current is passed through it. No 
filaments or elements are needed. The 
latest advance has increased the brilliance 
of these plates three-fold, partly due to 
general improvements in _ processing, 
partly to the use of new enamels. A steel 
sheet forms the back electrode followed 
by a phosphorus layer embodied in a 
vitreous enamel. The lamp is completed 
with a conducting transparent layer of 
tin oxide to form the second electrode, 
and a protective clear overglaze. One 
application for the future could be the 
use of electro-luminescent road signs for 
the new motorways. Once installed, run- 
ning eosts would be negligible. 
Thorn Electrical Industries Ltd., 
Thorn House, Upper St. Martin’s-lane. 
wC2. 


4. Lighting Fittings 

Two elegant looking DESK LIGHT 
FITTINGS, manufactured in Sweden, are 
now available in this country. One is 
designed for a 60 w. tungsten lamp to give 
a concentrated light; the other for two 
18 in. fluorescent tubes (roughly equal in 
output to a 100 w. lamp but with the 
advantage of being cool to work under) 
which throws a shadowless light. The 
lamps can be adjusted to any position and 
both have a reach of 40 in. 

Both models can easily be fitted to a 
desk or drawing board by means of a 
detachable clamp which has a spring 
loaded pillar to lock the complete 
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assembly firmly in position. The smocth 
metal housing encloses two compression 
springs each of which is actuated by a cam 
disc and a spring plunger. One cam disc 
is attached directly to a conical arm and 
the corresponding spring is compressed 
when that arm is bent downwards. In 
the same way, the tubular arm actuates 
the other spring through an encased 
articulated rod. The tension of the springs 
can be adjusted by means of tensioning 
screws in the spring housing. 

M. J. Glover & Co. (London) Ltd., 

8 Evelyn Grove, Ealing, WS. 


5. Office Equipment 


A method to reduce work on INCOME 
TAX CALCULATIONS has been devised with 
the use of a slide rule. This, in effect, is 
an adaption of a Modified Procedure 
(Employer’s Guide P21) which employers 
may already use with the consent of the 
Inspector of Taxes. Under this procedure, 
tax is deducted from each week’s pay for 
3 weeks on a simple non-cumulative basis. 
It is then brought into line with the full 
cumulative tables, any necessary adjust- 
ment being made on the 4th week. With 
the tax-slide, the tax on a single week’s 
pay can be read off within a maximum 
tolerance of 2s. It is estimated that by 
its use a saving of some 50 per cent in 
clerical labour can be achieved. 

Skirden Products Ltd., 
25 Buckingham-gate, London, SW1. 


6. Partitioning 


An interesting range of MODULAR 
PARTITIONING can be seen at the Northern 
Building Trades exhibition at Harrogate 
from April 15-22. It has been particu- 
larly designed for use where planning 
involves the employment of moveable 
walls. There is a wide selection of panels 
and door styles, the units being filled to 
give sound and heat insulation. Panels 
can be supplied with a specially designed 
heating element to eliminate the use of 
free standing appliances. The heater may 
be thermostatically controlled whilst 
louvred grilles, glass louvred vents and 
perforated skirting sections offer a choice 
for natural ventilation. 

Roneo Ltd., 
Southampton-row, London, WCI1. 








The Swedish fluorescent light fitting which can be easily 


adjusted for any position 
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7. Kitchen Equipment 


One of the lightest of the plastics, 
polypropylene, has been used in the 
moulding of a SINK UNIT which is now on 
the market. As it has a high resistance 
to staining by oils and greases, will not 
chip or craze and can withstand tempera- 
tures in excess of boiling water it seems 
particularly suitable as a kitchen sink. 
Because the material is resilient, damage 
to crockery is less likely, while the drain- 
ing board is made firm by the provision of 
stiffening ribs. This avoids the need for 
exaggerated draining grooves. The com- 
plete unit is 42 in. x 18 in. in size. 
Ekco Plastics Ltd., 

Southend, Essex. 


8. Miscellaneous 


A useful household too] recently intro- 
duced is a FLOORBOARD LIFTER which 
enables a cut to be made across any board 
directly above a support joist without un- 
necessary damage. As can be seen from 
the photograph, the apparatus consists of 
a central plate assembly which is screwed 
to the flooring by 4 to 6 specially 
hardened wood screws. The assembly is 
then jacked up until the board has been 
raised sufficiently for a cut to be made and 
the board removed. There should be no 
splitting or splintering in the process and 
no packing needed on refitting. The tool 
weighs less than 3 lb. and will lift up to 
2 tons. 

Delway Products, 
14 Christopher-av., London, W7. 


9. Technical Publications 

A large range of vinyl tiles is 
featured in an attractively presented book- 
let just issued by Michael Nairn & Co. 
Ltd. Specially produced for the archi- 
tect, it also includes a colour chart and 
laying instructions. A selection of photo- 
graphs indicating where the tiles are now 
in use is also featured. Copies can be 
obtained from the company at Kirkcaldy, 
Scotland. 


(a) A new catalogue of modern lighting 
fittings by Falks (Falk, Stadelmann & Co. 
Ltd.) is now available. A number of the 
designs have been displayed at the Design 
Centre, having been selected by the 





The Floorboard Lifter allows a clean cut 
to be made without unnecessary damage 


Council of Industrial Design for their 
appearance and construction. Copies of 
this attractively designed booklet, along 
with details of other publications of the 
company, can be obtained from their 
office at Farringdon-road. 


(b) Neolith Ltd. have issued a technical 
information booklet, 2nd edition, contain- 
inZ many new specifications and technical 
data. The catalogue, containing 36 pages, 
is obtainable from the company at 
National Provincial Bank-chbrs., 157 
Elswick-rd., Newcastle upon Tyne 4. 


(c) A new brochure containing details 
of components, materials and colours 
incorporated in new packaged toilet 
cubicles recently marketed by F. Hills & 
Son Ltd. has been issued: Copies can be 
obtained from the company at Norton-rd., 
Stockton-on-Tees. 


(d) New finance services for industry 
are described in literature just issued by 
the Industrial Services Division of ASTLEY 
INDUSTRIAL TRUST LTD., Alport-hse., 
Quay-st., Manchester, 3. It announces 
the formation of a new subsidiary company 
within the Group, specialising in the leas- 
ing of industrial capital equipment, and 
special services for the purchasing of con- 
tractors and civil engineering plant. The 
Trust has also re-issued details of its 
services to contractors, public works and 
civil engineering undertakings—fields in 
which the cost of plant and equipment re- 
quired by large-scale contracts can be 
considerable. 


(e) Two volumes illustrating the range 
and complexity of shapes which can be 
offered in aluminium and aluminium 
alloy extrusions have been issued by 
Imperial Aluminium Co. Ltd.—which 
combines the production resources and 
technical knowledge of ICI Ltd. and the 
Aluminium Co. of America. Volume 
one, ‘ Standard,’ lists a complete range of 
flat bars, rounds, squares, hexagons, 
angles, channels, top hats, tees, etc. 
Volume two, ‘ Selected,’ offers a selection 
of the shapes for which dies are held, 
indicating the type and complexity of 
section which can be offered. These pub- 
lications, well illustrated and designed, 
are obtainable from ‘“Impalco’ at PO 
Box 216, Birmingham 6. 


(f) The first of a new series of Applica- 
tion Sheets on the uses of the products of 
Fibreglass Ltd., St. Helens, Lancs., has 
been issued. This particular series deals 
with the insulation of domestic build- 
ings. Each section describes the bene- 
fits to be gained from insulation, the 
specific Fibreglass products recom- 
mended, how they should be fitted, and 
finally, for convenience, short model 
specifications. Primarily designed for 
architects, quantity surveyors and 
builders, the application sheets, which 
conform to BS1311, are also available on 
request to builders’ merchants and 
suppliers. 


(g) The 1961 Catalogue of A. Sanderson 
& Sons Ltd., Berners-street, W1, is pub- 
lished this month. The 108 page book 
has six principal sections. The first illus- 
trates the coverage of the company’s 
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branches and services followed by the 
index section, arranged alphabetically 
and cross-referenced. Next is a section 
dealing with the ‘liquid’ products—53 
pages in all—devoted to different types 
of paints, distempers, varnishes and pre- 
servatives. After this there are 24 pages 
covering application equipment such as 
brushes and pastes. The penultimate 
section embraces tools and accessories 
and finally there are road maps and 
paint guides. Copies can be obtained 
from the company. 


Trade News 


Tour of Bath Factory 

ON MARCH 7 over 70 representatives from 
leading builders’ merchants toured. the 
British Bath Company’s factory at Green- 
ford, Mic 7lesex, the largest of its kind in 
Britain and probably in Europe. 

The visitors, received by Mr. Maurice 
Jones, Sales Director of Allied Iron- 
founders’ Bath Division, were shown every 
stage of the production line—which is 
largely mechanised, and from which is 
turned out an average of 4,000 baths per 
week. Baths from Greenford help to 
equip a large proportion of Britain’s new 
houses and older homes undergoing con- 
version to provide modern bathroom in- 
stallations. The latest Greenford model, 
the *‘ Vogue Harmony,’ is on view in the 
‘Beauty in the Bathroom’ exhibit pre- 
sented by Allied Ironfounders at the Ideal 
Home Exhibition. 


New Show Room 


THE VALOR Co., of Erdington, Birmingham, 
have recently opened a London show 
room at 23-25 Eastcastle-st., Wl. It is 
under the management of Mr. J. H. C. 
McDowell, the regional manager. The 
show room display includes heating and 
boiling stoves and the recently introduced 
range of oil fired boilers. 


Masonry Saws 


A LEAFLET ISSUED by the Clipper Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd., of Barkby-rd., Leices- 
ter, describes the company’s masonry saw 
and its applications. One of the advan- 
tages of the saw is that it enables special 
shapes to be cut on the site: another is 
that some used materials, which are nor- 
mally discarded as waste, can possibly be 
salvaged and cut to useful sizes. Almost 
every type of building material, including 
brick and tile, glazed pipe and concrete 
block, can be sawn through apart from 
wood. Copies of the leaflet can be 
obtained from the company. 


Exhibitions of Surveying Instruments 


THE PYSER-BRITEX GROUP, which incor- 
porates the Survey and General Instru- 
ment Co. Ltd. and the Pyser-Britex (Sales) 
Ltd., is to sponsor a series of three exhibi- 
tions of all makes of surveying instru- 
ments, microscopes, binoculars, and 
other specialised optical equipment. The 
first will be held at the civil engineering 
department of Leeds University from 
March 27 to April 6; the second at the 
Engineering Centre, off New-street, 
Birmingham, from April 10 to 19; and the 
third at the Army and Navy Stores, 
Victoria-street, London, SW1, from May 
9 to 19. 








Economic Expansion in Ireland 
Increased Expenditure on Building Work 


INCREASED CAPITAL EXPENDITURE On build- 
ing and related work in the coming 
financial year is foreshadowed in both the 


Republic of Ireland and Northern 
Ireland. 
Larger capital expenditure in the 


Republic has been made possible by a 
marked general improvement in the 
economy. Exports last year exceeded in 
value those in any previous year. National 
production, industrial expansion and 
savings were greater than expected. The 
year ended with a small surplus in Eire’s 
favour in the over-all international pay- 
ments accounts, as against a deficit of 
£8.4m. in 1959. 

Dr. Ryan, the Minister’ for Finance, is 
expected to be able to present a balanced 
budget for the third year in succession— 
a feat never before accomplished in the 
Republic—and to be able to provide for 
a substantial increase in public capital 
expenditure over the amount—£45.81m.— 
for 1961/62 scheduled in the Govern- 
ment’s five-year programme for economic 
expansion. Local authorities are being 
urged by the Minister for Local Govern- 
ment, Mr. Blaney, to be more expansive 
and are beginning, after some hesitation, 
to respond, 

An increasing number of loan applica- 
tions under the Small Dwellings 
(Acquisition) Acts is reported by the 
Dublin Corporation finance committee as 
well as the need for more flats and houses 
to be let. To meet anticipated require- 
ments for the period from June this year 
to March, 1962, the corporation is apply- 
ing for a further loan of £2m. from the 
Local Loans Fund. In the meantime a 
tender for more corporation flats has been 
approved by the Department of Local 
Government and about 700 houses are 
to be built. Several local authorities are 
providing for larger capital expenditure 
on housing and other building in the 
coming financial year. 


Provision of Housing 


The Dail has approved the necessary 
amendment of the State Guarantees Act 
to permit the setting up of the National 
Building Agency which is to facilitate the 
provision of housing and ancillary ser- 
vices where new industrial developments 
are taking place or are projected. The 
agency will also provide for housing of 
Gardia and other Government officers. 

The Minister for Industry and Com- 
merce, Mr. Lynch, has told the Federa- 
tion of Irish Industries that thirty new 
industrial projects are to go ahead. Ex- 
cluding projects in which the capital 
investment was in each case less than 
£10,000, forty-five new undertakings or 
extensions of existing firms involving 
capital investment of about £8m. came 
into production last year. The new pro- 
jects are expected to involve total capital 
investment of about £13m. 

The Minister has also announced that 
the Government is planning a major 
expansion of university and_ technical 
and facilities 


training accommodation 


related to the drive for all-round indus- 
trial development capable of holding its 
own, without protection, in the home 
market and of being competitive abroad. 
Arrangements have been made for a 
group of eminent Scandinavian industrial 
designers and educationists to carry out 
a survey of industrial plants, training 
schools and colleges in the Republic and 
to suggest how standards and perfor- 
mance may be improved. 

CIE, the transport authority, is extend- 
ing its Great Southern hotels. Bookings 
already made, CIE state, indicate that 
tourist revenue this year will exceed last 
year’s record figure. Thirty-four new 
hotel projects are in hand at present 
according to Bord Failte, the tourism pro- 
motion board. This does not include the 
three ‘luxury’ hotels to be built in 
Dublin, Cork and Limerick for the Inter- 
Continental Hotels Corporation. 

A contract has been placed by the 
Racing Board and the Irish Turf Club for 
work to start in March on a new stand 
and other building at the Curragh. A 
£125,000 development scheme, assisted 
by a £100,000 Bord Failte grant, is to be 
carried out at Bray, the County Wicklow 
seaside resort, 12 miles from Dublin. 
Most of the Irish banks have substantial 
branch building programmes in hand. 
The national school building programme 
is being speeded up. Housing, store, 
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industrial and farm building are keeping 
the industry fully stretched in counties 
Wexford, Cork and Limerick and at the 
Shannon Free Airport. 


Northern Ireland 


Following the re-opening of the 
Northern Ireland Parliament on February 
8, LORD BROOKEBOROUGH, the Prime 
Minister, while expressing concern at the 
outlook for shipbuilding and the aircraft 
industry, indicated that expansion of the 
public capital investment programme 
would continue. The total capital invest- 
ment programme is running now at about 
£80m. a year of which roughly half is in 
the public sector. 


Noting that ‘a vast programme’ of 
public works is in progress in schools, 
hospitals, roads, houses, university and 
Government building, water and sewage 
schemes, and factory building, Lord 
Brookeborough said the problem now is 
to phase this programme so that it does 
not make impossible demands upon 
building and civil engineering resources. 


The advance factory building is to go 
ahead. A further £15m. is to be spent 
on school building; and there are 50,000 
houses to be cleared and replaced and 
many more to be put in good repair. 
Although up to the end of last year 
88,227 new houses had been built since 
1944, a population increase of 150,000 
and other factors have created a need for 
many more dwellings. It is also planned 
to spend more than £20m. upon new 
hospitals over the next seven years. 


Belfast Housing Plan 


Professor Robert Matthew’s Proposals 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT 


AN INTERIM REPORT On housing sites in the 
Belfast region has been submitted to the 
Northern Ireland Minister of Health and 
Local Government by Professor Robert 
H. Matthew, CBE, MA, FRIBA, who was 
appointed last year to make within two 
years a regional survey and outline plan 
for the whole of the Belfast region. The 
report responds to the Ministry’s request 
for early attention to the pressing prob- 
lem of finding sites to enable Belfast Cor- 
poration housing to proceed for two years 
from the summer of 1963 at the rate of 
2,000 dwellings a _ year. Professor 
Matthew has suggested six sites on which 
5,250 houses can be built. 

Belfast’s ultimate need, a corporation 
housing report has estimated, is 80,000 
additional dwellings within 20 years—the 
rate of corporation building at present 
agreed with the Minister is 2,000 dwell- 
ings a year. Sites are available within 
the city for about 4,000 dwellings, or two 
years’ building. 

Professor Matthew was asked to sug- 
gest sites for a further two years to enable 
planning, design and contracts to be 
undertaken without a gap. In making 
his proposals, he outlines planning prin- 
ciples which he has kept in mind and 
urges that a present tendency for building 
to encroach on the surrounding country- 
side in a more or less haphazard manner 
cannot continue without serious conse- 





quences. In his interim recommendations 
he says he has been mainly concerned 
with the ‘ rounding-off and infilling’ of 
existing development. 

Professor Matthew has taken into 
account the Northern Ireland Housing 
Trust and private enterprise projects and 
site requirements. Much of the Trust’s 
programme to build in the whole of Nor- 
thern Ireland 2,000 houses a year is to be 
carried out in the Belfast outer area. The 
Trust is also to participate in the Belfast 
Corporation programme. 

Professor Matthew finds that the Trust 
is adequately provided with sites; a num- 
ber near Belfast are not completed yet 
and sites for a further 3,000 dwellings 
are likely to be provided. At July, 1960, 
planning approvals for private enterprise 
housing outside the city covered land 
adequate for about 10,000 dwellings. 
Since July, 1960, additional sites sub- 
mitted for approval were sufficient for 
another 12,000 houses. Approval has 
been given for those which could be re- 
garded as ‘infilling and rounding-off.’ 
but other isolated new developments have 
not yet been cleared in relation to the 
regional plan. The interim report sug- 
gests the Northern Ireland Government 
should consider strengthening planning 
authorities’ powers to postpone planning 
decisions when necessary in the interests 
of the regional plan. 
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Planning for Road Safety 


A Pedestrians’ 


IN CONNECTION with its annual conference, 
which is to be held in the Royal Festival 
Hall, London, on April 18, the Pedes- 
trians’ Association for Road Safety has 
issued a document, described as a pedes- 
trians’ ‘ Bill of Rights,’ setting forth the 
measures considered necessary to estab- 
lish safety standards on our roads and to 
maintain the reasonable rights of pedes- 
trians in their use of them. This docu- 
ment is being widely circulated among 
architects, town planners. highway 
engineers and road safety bodies. 


The scale of road casualties has become 
so horrifying and the scope of necessary 
remedial measures so great, that the 
Association believes the problem can be 
solved only by the establishment of a 
government authority such as—or having 
at least the status of—a Ministry of Road 
Safety. But through whatever agency 
the remedy is sought, the reforms de- 
scribed are claimed to be urgent, essen- 
tial—and practical. Although many are 
capable of implementation forthwith, the 
Association does not relax its pressure 
for the appointment of a Royal Commis- 
sion on Road Accidents. It believes that 
such a Royal Commission would find 
that, in the face of the growth in the 
volume and speed of motor traffic and 
the appalling number of road accidents, 
many more practical measures must be 
taken in order to maintain a progressive 
radical policy for making roads safe, par- 
ticularly for pedestrians who are among 
the most vulnerable of road users. The 
proposals of the Association include the 
following: 


Physical Improvements 


The construction of roads frequently 
disregards the needs of pedestrians and 
concentrates upon the convenience or 
fast flow of motor traffic. Essential con- 
siderations in recontruction measures, as 
well as in the design of new roads, are: 


Subways.—These must have double 
entrances by means of slopes with easy 
gradients. They must be well-lighted, 
properly drained and ventilated. of ade- 
quate height and wide enough to accom- 
modate peak hour flows. Where possible, 
the road should be raised for a distance 
in order to reduce the descent to the 
subway. 


Footways.—Must be properly surfaced 
and an even surface maintained. The 
effective width of a footway should be 
a multiple of 30 inches. This provides 
a pedestrian lane wide enough for a 
perambulator. There should also be a 
dead space of 18 inches along the kerb 
and the same along the back edge of the 
footway. 


Rural Footpaths.—In country roads. 
footpaths must be provided, preferably 
separated from the carriageway by verges. 
Most urgent is the construction of foot- 
paths at bends where the pedestrian is 
brought face to face with motor traffic 
under conditions of reduced visibility. 





‘Bill of Rights’ 


Bus Lay-Bys.— Of adequate Jength 
must be provided wherever possille, at 
exposed bus stops. The cross-fall should 
be away from the footway as part of the 
highway design. 


Future Developments 


Two-Tier Levels.—Pilot schemes for 
the design of new roads in urban areas 
should be carried out embodying two-tier 
levels, one for pedestrians and one for 
vehicular traffic. 

In some very congested urban areas 
footways could be raised,a clear 17 feet 
above the carriageways; this would 
involve shop-windows and entrances at 
first-floor level; such footways should be 
at least 10 feet wide with cross-bridges 
spaced not more than 300 feet apart, and 
there should be powered ramps and esca- 
lators at bus stops in areas so developed. 

At intersections and roundabouts in 
central areas the road should be elevated, 
leaving pedestrians free to cross at or 
near ground level. 

New Shopping Areas.—Shopping areas 


Terrazzo-Mosaic 
Specialists 
Annual Dinner and Dance 


THE SECOND ANNUAL DINNER and dance of 
the National Federation of Terrazzo- 
Mosaic Specialists was held at the Café 
Royal, W1, on March 15 with the Presi- 
dent, Mr. L. Dobbs, in the chair. 

Proposing the toast of the President and 
the Federation, MR. C. H. CHIDLER referred 
to the rapid growth of the Federation 
since it was reformed in London in 1953. 
Today they were over 50 strong. All 
members, he said, were pledged to work 
to the Federation’s rules, which included 
a strict specification for laying and 
materials. Architects, therefore, could 
have confidence in the quality of work of 
members of the Federation. THE PRESI- 
DENT responded. 


The toast of the ladies and guests was 
proposed by MR. L. P. DODD. In his 
response, MR. CYRIL SWEETT, FRICS, 
referred to the Federation’s membership 
of FASS, and said he had been delighted 
in his year of office as chairman of the 
RICS Quantity Surveyors’ Committee to 
get a little nearer to the specialist sub- 
contractors. He had also enjoyed the 
happiest relations with them in discus- 
sions on the revision of the Standard 
Method of Measurement. The tendency 
nowadays was towards simplification, and 
he thought that in revising the SMM the 
aim should be to make it simpler. Mr. 
Sweett added that he was also delighted 
to hear that the Terrazzo-Mosaic 
Specialists had established a code of 
practice. 

The response to the toast was seconded 
by MRS. W. U. B. REID, in a speech which 
was a model of charm and wit for such 
occasions. 
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should be designed with the shops 
grouped round a central piazza and the 
carriageways for the delivery of goods 
should run along the rear of the shops. 


Pedestrian Ways.—Greater use should 
be made of the Special Roads Act for 
the construction of pedestrian ways away 
from but connecting with the highway 
system and with public transport, and 
connecting residential areas with shops, 
schools, railway stations, public build- 
ings, etc. 

Such pedestrian ways should be a nor- 
mal element in the development of new 
housing estates so as to reduce the 
inconvenience of circuitous approaches to 
and from their homes frequently imposed 
on residents. 


Catering for Pedestrian Volume and 
Movement.—There should be _ greater 
research—and the results applied—into 
the volume of pedestrian traffic and its 
movement, and there should be greater 
co-operation between architects, town 
planners and highway engineers so that 
there is a better relationship between the 
number and capacity of buildings and 
the pavements and transport facilities 
that can be provided for those who have 
to work in them. 


Builders’ and Plumbers’ 
Merchants 


New Trade Association 


A NEW TRADE ASSOCIATION in the building 
industry will be born on April 1, it was 
announced after a meeting in London on 
March 15 of the joint executive of the 
Building Industry Distributors and the 
British Federation of Plumbers’ Mer- 
chants. The result of an amalga- 
mation between these two bodies, the 
new organisation will be called the 
National Federation of Builders’ and 
Plumbers’ Merchants. Its head office 
will be in London, retaining the office in 
Manchester at present used by the 
BFPM. 


Membership will be open to ‘ persons, 
firms or companies in the United King- 
dom, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man 
and the Channel Islands carrying on the 
business of builders’ merchants, builders’ 
material merchants, plumbers’ mer- 
chants, decorators’ merchants, builders’ 
ironmongers and other merchants allied 
to the trade who deal in and carry 
adequate stocks for the needs of the 
trade in their districts.’ 


As certified trade unions, both BID 
and the BFPM had by law to receive the 
approval of at least two-thirds of mem- 
bers before an amalgamation took place. 
The BID president, Mr. K. J. Fisher, and 
Mr. J. H. Perrin, president of the BFPM, 
announced that postal votes had been 
overwhelmingly in favour, and the execu- 
tive committee expressed their great 
pleasure at the favourable response from 
members. 

The Chief Executive Officer and 


General Secretary is Mr. Vernon J. Fan- 
stone. 













ik ~ information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. It is recommended that 
the prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers 
and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices 
for Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, 


Holborn and St. Pancras. Ze 4. 
Pit Ballast... oe ate ee. | ee ; 3 § 
Pit Sand ; al "eee > ee & ; 24 
Washed Sand 1 6 9 
# in. Shingle . 1 4 3 
} in. Broken Brick 109 
Pan Breeze pee ies a s 2.6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate eos ++. per ton 368 68 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 

CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifi- 

cation delivered Charing Cross area. Za ¢. 

6-ton loads and upwards, site . .. per ton 512 0 

1 to 6 tons, site ‘ua e 6 40 
Rapid-Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and 

upwards to site = : a 6 2 6 

lto6tons do. _ site ‘ ° os os 614 6 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
:on on ordinary cement prices. 
Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 
ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots aie ie 812 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 310s. Od. to 708s. Od. ang ton. 


White Portland Cement . . 13 17 6 
Under | ton ... per cwt. 16 11 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 

and upwards ; per ton 7 4 6 


Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 10s.0d. to £14 5s.0d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Ciment Fondu and Lightning Brands High Alum- 


inous cement, 6-ton lots and up a aa i 15 14 6 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads” at Railway 

Depot, London ; a 619 0 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6- ton loads (London sites) os , + © 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks wane 

sites) ‘ per cwt. 1 60 
BRICKS 
Full Loads ga 4 
First Hard Stocks ... bes oe “en ied - per 1,000 1619 6 
Second Hard Stocks woe iste aig nai ; as 1418 6 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt). 3 a me ‘in 11 5 O 
Mild Stocks ... Ke 11 0 0 


All loaded free into lorry at the works. The 
question of haulage is still very difficult and 
prices must be obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 


district : 
Commons . i eo <r cs ae = 12 
Cellular Commons. ‘ies | ee nan 12 
Keyed do. iets : ve ins ‘an oa a 14 
Rustics = ‘a aS om ~~ te 12 


Cellular Rustics . 

Single Bullnose Commons 

Sandfaced ‘ 

Tuscans 

Saxons ; 

Golden Buffs ° eee cee eee coe 9 

Dapple Light Facings ... , Ga) hen ee 

Heather Facings . = x 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London sites) ... eve a 

do. Bullnose (London sites) ... , oe ‘ 

Blue Wire Cuts (London sites) 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) ~ 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) i 
Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks : 

24 in. (London stations) Sas a 2 aa. en ra 

24 in. (London sites) ... ... 0 ce eee aes os 
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3 in. (London stations) ae 
3 in. (London sites) ... “A 
2% in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) an 
2% in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) .. 
2$ in. _Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London 
site: 
2%in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) ... 
2%in. Hand-made Sandfaced “Multi-Colour 
Facings (London sites) Pi os oe 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings, 
Berkshire district (London sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings, 
Berkshire district (London sites) ... 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) 
2% in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) ... 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) ... 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, B Brown: 
Stretchers . 
Headers... aa 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4} in. Flats ... 
Double Stretchers 
Double Headers 
One side and two ends .. 
Two sides and one end 
Splays and Squints ‘ sae 
Cream and Buff, £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over 
White. All above prices plus 474% for Best 
quality and plus 474% less 10% for Second 
quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 


Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 
HoLLow CLAY ParTiITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum lorry loads 


“26 th. s<. ad at 140 yds. 

Bui DING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) ... 110yds._... 
*4 in. (6 cavity)... 90 yds. 


Gin. (82 in. x Spin) 1,250 blocks. - 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 


_, oa ae 100 yds. 

| ee : 85 yds. 

aes a is 75 yds. 

Ci as oe 55 yds. 
CRANHAM TERRA COTTA 

2 in. ; 

24 in 


3 in. Load bearing quality 
4in. do. do 
MOLER PARTITION BLocks 


a .. 150 yds. 
24 in. .. rm --- 120 yds. 
a pn ies 100 yds. 
UR ote a sa 90 yds. 


LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE BUILDING AND PARTITION 
BLOCKS OF VARIOUS SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 


.. per 


--. per 


= yd. sup. 


yd. sup. 


1,000 


yd. sup. 


--. per yd. sup. 


. ae --- 100 yds. 
2$ in. .. eae: wt 80 yds. 
a ee 65 yds. 
4in. ... aan wii 50 yds. 
4} in. ... = ions 44 yds. 
| Se 33 yds. 
THERMALITE- YTONG PARTITION. BLocks 
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Si. .. mae am LB 
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Floor Blocks 12 in. x 12 in. delivered in full lorry- 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
Glazed Stoneware Standard List (November, =, 


in. 6 in. 9 in. 
Pipes, 2 ft. henge igi - per ft. 4M 2/6 4/6 
Bends al each YA 71/6 20/3 
Junctions. wr <a im 8/4 ws 27 
Gullies with 4 in. outlets... 12/6 13/9 22/6 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List 


(November, 1956) prices delivered London Area. 

Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot. 

Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 
—_—, ; tons Under 2 tons 


bod 5% +20% 
410- 3% 5% +10" “Lise +10 %+30 % 
4373% — 5% Z 


Over : tons 
Best Quality ... 
BSS Best Quality 
Tested Quality 


a +374%415% +4373%4 20% 
BSS Tested Quality -..+473°%— 5% +4474%415° 447594 20 % 

& « & 
3 in. Land Drain Pipes = =n in. » agp .. per 1,000 12 10 6 
4in. do. do. na 16 16 0O 
6 in. do. do. a 34 10 O 
9 in. do. do. es 64 19 O 


DAMP COURSE 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. 


rolls cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and a4 
over delivered London area ... . per yd. sup. 3 5 
Asbestos base do. 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. - ae 
Lead lined bitumen do. 9} Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. d Se 2 
18 in. x9 in. British damp course slates - per 1,000 43 8 Il 
14 in. x9 in. do. do. - ” a .8 2 
9 in. x9 in. do. do. a 18 18 9 
18 in. x 44 in. do. do. a 19 19 9 
14 in. x 44 in. do. do. ja 15 18 3 
9 in. x 44 in. do. do. ‘n 10 14 3 
STONE 
Bath Stone & a. 4 
Monks Park i ee ae sl 10 3 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground .. i 1] 6 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered 
London area tg HX pa 10 10 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area’ “ 10 6 


Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. 
average dclivered in railway trucks at Nine 
Elms, B.R. Southern Region ial ea ae as 9 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. x3 in. Rubbed, Weneenee, memes and 


stolled cills ..- perft.cube 4 5 10 
2 in. x 6 in. do. ‘do. do. i pe = 2) ae 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated eas a 
2 in x 3 in. Weathered and twice ane coping a * 2 es 
4 in. x 6 in. do. do. be eo - . 
44 in. x 9 in. Plinth rubbed on top ond face zh 8 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes - per it. sup. 7 3 
emplates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork ... perft.cube 111 3 
do. do. fair one edge for fair faced brickwork mt 117 0 
Hard York— 
12 in. x2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and 
edge el sie sri aad dans .-+ per ft. run 11 Oo 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front sa ae eGo gern .-. perft.cube 218 3 
12 in. x6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front ws 211 0 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 10 3 
2in. Sawn ros, on imaged in random 
sizes - peryd.sup. 3 12 0 
TILES AND PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. 
Machine-made Pantiles and French amen —_ from go 4. 
Lincolnshire district oo : aN 35 16 6 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district pe 6410 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 7829 
Hand-made 104 x 6} tiles Berkshire district 18 0 0 
Machine-made 10} x 63 Staffordshire district oni 17 0 O 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. a ie vad a. © 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. Sale) uae 112 0 
Concrete tiles 10} x 6} : - ee we sale 8 10 0 
do. Interlocking (49S) _ ios 19 16 6 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage paid in full 
truck loads to nae Rate station. Per 1,000 actual. Se & 
, ‘ ; = poe ies oe 155 10 0 
22 x 12 123 10 O 
22x11 111 10 O 
20 x 12 104 10 0 
20x 10 102 0 O 
18x 10 69 10 0 
18x 9 61 0 0 
16x 10 54 8 10 
16x 8 4212 4 


Note. —Break age in transit, " purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 
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TIMBER 
Softwood Ex per 
Joinery quality ... ss» .e« «. Wharf standard £115 to £140 
Carcassing quality do. a £94 — £98 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. a £110 0 0O 
Hardwood a4 
Mahogany—African S.E._ ... do. per ft. cube 110 O 
do. Honduras S.E.. do. - 2? 2 
Oak European S.E. . do. ve 210 0 

do. Japanese S.E. ... do. a 3 00 

do. English Logs sawn do. ‘ 200 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. a 317 6 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. ms :.2 6 

Plywood per 
6 mm. (} in.) Birch Plywood B/BB . OO sq. ft. 4 4 6 
6 mm. Israeli Gaboon do. B/BB exterior r grade 
WBP (AX100) : sa oe 45 3 
18 mm. Birch Blockboard ... Pe 910 0 
2 in. Douglas Fir Plywood 96 in. x 48 in. Exterior 
grade WPB (AX100) solid two sides ...... “ 911 0 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. €6 4 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in. a “ee dn each 116 0 
2 ft. 3 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... we 117 6 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. rs: 118 6 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. oi 20 6 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern. 4 4 0G i in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. a 29 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ag i: i 
2 in. 2 Panel top we open. Pattern 2 G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6 ee a oe 
2 ft. 9 in. tg in 25 0 
T Ply wood Faced Flush Doorsto BS459, Part2A 

2 ft. Oin. x6 ft. Oin. ... 2s i 3 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in. mei Sues ale» iad nd a 2 
oo eS or me is 3 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 4a ool se. ace, aaa - sae me 115 3 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 Be 118 O 

1} in. Hardboard Faced Flush Doors 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 0 in. a £4 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... pee een Use © cane ya 1 6 0 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... ah ae oe —- a 1 6 6 
pe ee Se ee e ; 2 ¢ 
2 ee ee - 19 6 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area. $ a°¢ 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs 6 ft. 0 in. x2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) ; per yd 6 2 
1} in. do. (67 yds. to l ton)... bs ad 8 0 
2 in. do. G2yes.toltea) «.. «. in 9 4 
| 24 in. do. (45 yds.tolton) ...... ee nm 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to l ton)... 12 7% 
Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per din. of thickness 
4 in. imported or home 7 oe insulation Board, per 
quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. : - 100 sq. ft. 2 2 
4 in. Hardboard do. Pian) epee ae we ‘tr © 
fs in. do. do. peta . 24 
2 ~. eye t Straw Slabs, roofing quality. 
8 ft., 9 ft., 10 ft., and 12 ft. x 4 ft. 

50-100 yds ie OR hoes US ll 4 
101-250 yds. ae ee tet ee ieee ia 10 10 
251-750 yds. a a ee “ugar ee at 10 1 
Over 750 yds. ... oom ae 9 4 

2 in. do. for partitions 4d. per ‘yd. cheaper. 
fs in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets... a es 43 
tin do. do. do. ‘2 ae ee 6 0 
sheatine Felt 1-ply.. lei “se ok eee ue 1 9 
do. 2-ply .. ia. eee 2 23 
Best Scotch Glue in slabs | - per i cwt. 5 8 0 
do. pearl 5 8 0 
Croid Glue ..._... 28 Ib. 260 
Impact Adhesive per gall. 212 0 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) - perton 8110 0 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) .. in 732 00 
Wire Nails 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ... sais per cwt. $i 2 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) see tee ” 316 6 
METALS 
STEEL Joists, ETC. 
Basis Joists— ; £ s. d. 
6in. x Sin., 8 in. x 5in., 8 in. x 6in., 10 in. x 6 in. 
12 in. x6 in., plain "cut to lengths delivered 
London area ... a eos ews - perton 4715 0 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. x 14 in. a ae “ 310 0 
3 in. x3 in. ... web a eek et Gane = "ee 210 0 
4 in. x3 in. ... ne sais un wih on ais me 2 $3 6 
10 in. x 4$ in. oa vais = ne ane = of 110 0 
§ in.» < 24 in. Smee. ..- : fs 115 0 
4} in. x 1} in ae is ses —~ be a. 26 
5 in. x 4} in. 7 in. X 34 in. 13 in. x 5 in.... nS 15 0 
6 in. x 3 in. 24 in. x 7$ in.... i i 200 
6 in. x 4} in 7 in. x 4 in. in. X4 in 
| 9in. x4 in 10 in. x 5 in. : : f ” 1 5 0 
| 12 in. x5 in 22 in. x 7 in a ¥ 10 ¢ 
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METALS—continued 
9 in. x7 in. 10 in. x 8 in. 12 in. x 8 in. és. 4, 
14in.x5hin. 14 in. x6 in. 14 in. x 8 in. per ton 10 0 
15 in. x 5 in. 15 in. x 6 in. 16 in. x 6 in. 
16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. x 6 in. 18 in. x 7 in. 10 0 
18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 6} in. 20 in. x 74 in. ” 
Steel angles average price = Ca Tagppert - 48 15 0 
Steel tees average price ... ae a 49 15 0 
Fabricated work ont London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted.. son ee - 67 19 0 
Compound girders... be gee Gal eee a 72 14 3 
Stanchions ... pie? age aide © aa aes a 7389 9 
Compound stanchions ... pig one “<4 83 4 3 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins | nes Ret aie 93 19 6 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
Angle cleats and § in., in. and vo bolts renege 
price London area --» per cwt. 510 0 
FERRO- Sunes meats AND FABRIC 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete Bars British manufac- 
ture to BSS 785 ex. Mills. 1 in. diameter and 
upwards delivered nearest London station perton 4010 0 
do. do. ex. conten | Stock do. 
delivered London site . ia ‘ ; we ie 49 10 0 
Extras— 
2 in. diam. per a. . ae + pertonextra8 12 6 
f; in. do. ase ese © eee ove oon one aa 612 6 
gin. do. ; me PS ms aa AS. . 412 6 
4in. do. a a> as 
fin. do. iat 110 0 
é in. and 3 ‘in. diam. is 6G 
Steel wire mesh reinforcing fabric to BSS 1221A. 
Ref. No. 106 7.88 Ibs. ‘ per sq. yd S 2 
oi, a “7k a ia 3 03 
as 113 1.83 ., ee ‘a 1 83 
oe mw 122 oe 7.32 Sak, Makes = 4 10} 
pt ee ee, “eae Di o is 2 10} 
son STEEL Tees 
Tubes to BSS 1387. Fittings BSS 1740. 
Basic List Prices 
tin. gin. din. Zin. Lin. I}in. 1fin. 2in. 
Tubes per ft. 93 10 I/- 1/24 1/9 2/3 2/8 2/9 
Bends each 1/7 1/9 2/- 2/6 3/8 5/5 6/2 10/7 
Elbows, square ,, 1/8 1/10 2/2 2/6 3/- 4/4 $/2 8/6 
do. round ,, 1/10 2/- 2/4 2/10 3/4 4/8 5/8 9/4 
Tees hn SA 2/- 2/2 2/6 3/2 3/8 S5/- 6/2 10/2 
Crosses se 4/4 4/8 5/6 6/6 8/2 I1/- 13/2 21/- 
Sockets, Plain ,, 6 6 8 10 1/- 1/4 1/9 2/6 
do. Diminished ,, 8 10 1/- 1/2 1/6 2/- 2/8 4/- 
Backnuts a 4 4 6 7 10 1/- 1/4 2/2 
MALLEABLE FITTINGS 
tin. gin. fin. Zin. lin. 1l}in. Ihin. 2in 
Elbows, round each 8} 84 94 1/23 1/84 2/73 3/6 5/- 
Ce ee 9 94 1/—- 1/43 2/- 2/9§ 4/- 5/6 
Crosses ia 1/24 1/24 1 42 2/- 2/94 3/7k 5/28 7/24 
Sockets... ji St 5k 94 1/- 1/7$ 2/24 3/14 
Backnuts 3 3 i 44 52 7% 10% 1/54 
Discounts from List prices as follows :— 
Galvanised Tube— Malleable 
Under 1 ton Over 1 ton W.I. Fittings Fittings 
Light 38} %o —40 % Light —25}% Malleable List | 
Medium —344% -36 % Heavy —214% -—14%+40% 
Heavy — 264? 9 —284% 
Black— 
Light -49 % — 503% Light —314% Malleable List 
Medium 45 % — 463° Heavy —273% —14% 
Heavy 374% -—39 % 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 
Gutters Nozzles ame, _ 
ain. .. / 3/9 
34 in. 4/7 4/1 VA 
4 in. 5/11 4/7 1/7 
44 in. 6/6 5/1 1/11 
5 in. 7/3 5/6 2/3 
C.I. 0. G. GUTTERS 
Per yd. in 6-ft. ‘agms: Gutters Nozzles Stop Ends 
a; « 5/5 4/il ; 
34 in. ; | gk Coe 6/-4 4/il 1/7 
4 in. re a i wi ia 6/84 5/1 1/11 
44 in. Sci asda’ Gall Rn 5/10 2/3 
5 in. sins 7/il 6/8 2/7 
C.1. RAtn-WATER Pipes 
Pipes Bends Branches 
oe = id aa me ne 8/114 4/7 6/7 
24 in. oe” “se nie 5/1 8/10 
3 in. atk» Soe > “ee Gas 10/1 6/5 9/7 
34 in. ame eae a oe 11/6 7/7 11/6 
4 in. 2 13/33 9/2 13/7 
LC. C. Coatep Sow Pipes 
_, ee 10/23 7/10 7 
2} in. 10/9 8/9 11/11 
3 in. 12/1 9/7 14/2 
34 in. 13/6 11/11 16/6 
4 in. 15/44 13/4 19/5 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5-cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300, dated February 1, 1955, 
¢ and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5%, 2-ton lots 24%. 


plus 273° 
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L.C.C. CoateD Drain Pipes 


gs. 4 
4 in. diameter in 9 ft. lengths A oad yd.run 111 1 
6 in. do. do. = 2s * 
4 in. diameter bends ee i each 19 9 
6 in. do. do. ie aa ae a “oe a. ‘es 
4 in. diameter branches .. ae See ee ine 115 1 
6 in. do. do. 442 


Above prices for any “quantity but under 5 cwt. carriage extra. 
PitcH Fisre DRAIN PIPEs 


2 in. diameter in 5 ft., 5 ft. 6in. or 8 7S —— 
or -. couplings wre “oe ft. run 1 6} 
3 in. ee ee ee et 1 10} 
4 in. = ios pa es me tbe eee ee a. % 
5 in. do. oe. a a Nee eae? pe na 4 
6 in. do. a a ee las “ 5 Of 
4 in. diameter short radius } bends each 17 9 
4 in. oO. oO. nds as _ - 12 11 
2 in. diameter 6 ft. radius bends (5 ft. lengths) i 16 2 
3 in. do. do. do. i 19 8 
4 in. do. do. do. “a 2 @ 
5 in. do. do. do. ~ 240 
6 in. do. do. do. 214 6 
Above prices for loads of £60 and over. 
Loads £25 to £59 19s. 11d. Plus 10% 
Loads under £25 ‘ia Plus 15 A 
AsBEsTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 174 % discount. 2 in. in. 3 in 4 in. 
| Pipes, 6 ft. oe - ... per yd. 4/7 4/10} 5/11 7/10 
Shoes ... . each /- 3/3 3/10 5/2 
Single Branches... a 4/8 5/6 6/7 9/2 
Bends, square or obtuse . a 3/3 3/7 4/8 6/7 
Swan Necks, 44 in. proj. is 3/7 4/8 5/2 7/3 
do. 6in. do. . 3/10 5/2 5/10 7/10 
Assestos O.G. Gutters AND FITTINGS 
in. 4in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters, 6 ft. engi .. per yd. 4/4 4/94 5/9 6/104 
Drop ends ; . each 3/6 4/- 4/9 5/5 
| Stop ends a Cae 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 
yee ee 3/7 4/li 5/- 5/10 
Nozzles eae. sie ioe? aie 3/6 4/- 4/9 5/- 
Union Clips... ... tt ae 1/9 2/1 2/6 2/il 
ASBESTOS HaLe-Rounp GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4 in. 4} in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters, 6 ft. lengths a 3/04 3/74 3/84 4/43 6/1 
Drop ends . each 2/6 3 /- 3/3 3/7 5/2 
ae ee 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 
Mc) fate "eit. ee 2/10 3/3 3/7 3/10 5/2 
Nozzles ie! aa a 2/6 3/- 3/3 3/7 5/2 
aioe Ce tw 1/3 1/4 1/5 1/7 2/5 
Per ton basis 
in London 
£s.d 
Iron—Staffordshire oan Merchant a Quail 52 17 6 
Mild Steel Bars 47 8 6 
Mild Steel Hoops ... 49 0 0 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
Soft Sheets C.R. and am A.— 2 a & 
20 gauge ie ae eee! eee” ae ha = 2 © 
24 gauge 64 17 6 
26 gauge ... cee 67 17 6 
Galvanised Corruguated § Sheets, 6 ft. ‘to 9-ft.— 
20 gauge kee 70 18 O 
24 —_ 748 0 
26 gaug a 79 13 O 
Guesnians Flat Sheets CI R. and of ow 
20 gauge = 72 8 O 
24 gauge 75 18 O 
26 gauge 81 3 0 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
(Base Prices) €s6 4 
Sheet BS 1740 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... ...__ per Ib. 3 Of 
Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) a 2 11% 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) “a 2 114 
Coiled strip BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG a in. 
wide)... i a %3 
Coiled strip, high purity, 22 SWG “(2 in. - wide) id 3 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Circular Profile 
8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SWG persheet 114 1 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Industrial Profile 
8 ft. x 31} in. x 20 SWG = 1 19 10 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Mansard_ Profile 
8 ft. x 31} in. x 20 SWG 1 113 1 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C simple moulding per Ib. 2 104 
| Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round i 28 
Extruded section BS 1476 HE19WP simple angle os 3 2 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEI9WP 1 in. diam. 
round - a 3 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 1} in. O/D » 20SWG ... i 48 
Tubing BS 1471 HT19WP 1} in. O/D~x 20 SWG pe 6 3 
| PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered in London area. 
BS.S. 
All per dozen din. jin. Lin. Ifin. Ifin. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron.. ‘a .» 87/- 128/- — ~ eas Sia 
Toilet bib cocks for iron... 109/- 158/5 — — ae ie 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc.—continued 
All per dozen sin. fin. lin. fin. If in. 2 in. 
Screwdownstopcocksforiron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89./- 132/- 234/4 472/- = /6 1 at 
Double nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93 /6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves... 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union aaa wae to 
iron ‘ 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 Lyn 165 /- 
1} in. — 2in. 3in. 4 in. 
Caps and Screws «+ eee 33f- 40/8 59/6 92/5 1i8/ /i0 155 /3 
Brass Sleeves “ ' — 31 fil 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 
"146 Ib. 14x6lb. 2x7Ib. 3X7 Ib. 
Lead P. trap with brass clean- 
ing screws... --- 68/6 85/6 137 /- 233 /9 
Lead S. trap do. “do. 82/9 102 /9 168 /3 302 /3 
Solder :  & 
Plumbers’ 1 cwt. lots 320/- 14 Ib. lots per lb. 3 7 
Tinmen’s ... 4 i 404 /- ae we 4 5 
Blow pipe . i 407 /- ee) an 4 6 
Copper TUBES AND SHEETS 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 25jd. per lb. plus 


gauge and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 10 cwt. 


Extra 
; d. d. d. 
4in.x19 gauge 16} Total per Ib. 424 Approx. per ft. 11}. 
#in.x19 _,, 14§ a a 40} * %» 153 
imax 12% ~ im 383 ma “a 24 
Itin.x18,, 12} ” a 384 ” ” 29 
14 in. x18 ,, 12} - ~ 384 ~ * 34} 
2 x17 13% pat ‘~ 393 * ” 553 


Small Quantity extras : 
10 cwts. to 5 cwts. 
5 cwts. to 2 cwts. 
2 cwts. to 1 cwt. 


plus 4d. per Ib. 
” 1d. ” 


2d. 


Rolled pn? ma sheets up to 48 in. * wide, basic price plus” Ss @ ¢@ 
gauge and manufacturing extras , 255 0 0 
INC £s. d. 
Sheet vias 10 gauge (25 SWG), 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. ae 
ad 2 gauge(23SWG), .,, ,, a om 714 9 
ae oe 14 gauge(21SWG), ,,_,, be a 713 6 
Brass TUBE 
Brass tubes, basic price, pies op and eeened 
turing extras --- per Ib. 1 9§ 
LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price to one address in London or Home Counties : 
a ¢€ 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and spunea perton 10415 0 
». Water Pipe, in coils * 107 0 O 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. in dia. se 108 10 O 
ie 5, over 4 in. dia. ad sas 110 10 O 
. Gas or Untinned Compo pipe.. o 108 10 O 
5 cwt. lots and over less 6d. per cwt. off basic prices. 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 5 cwt. 
3 cwt. and under 5 cwt. “ees --- per cwt. 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. ; aa os 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipes to less than 
basis weights and cutting to sizes less than basis 
charged extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected, £59 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


White Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1- ton loads ... Bs 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1-ton loads _... i 
Granite Chips, in 6-ton loads o a 


——s 


£ s. 
Coarse Pink in J-ton loads and over delivered on site per ton 8 8 
do. White do. do. do. al 8 17 
Sirapite Coarse BSS 1191 Class c do. a 8 19 
do. Fine do. oi S 7 
do. Browning BSS 1191 Class B_ do. an 8 19 
do. Board Finish do. do. a 8 19 
Blue Lias Lime, in 6-ton loads =e a 6 14 

Hydrated Lime (Grey) in 6-ton loads Jae chan Be 5 
do. (White) do. ae ae ie 6 0 
Lump Lime (Grey) do. ae — = mn s 7 
do. (White) do. _ ais at 2 14 

1 

2 

4 


=) 
mM AWNAOACCOAVLALOWS 


Hair . -- per cwt 17 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board, ; in. ‘thick, 
600 yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd 2 23 
1,200 yds. ... a 2 1% 
do. Insulating “do. 3 in. thick, 600 yds. and 
over in one delivery. Delivered site a - 28 
1,200 yds. . ve 2. 7 


Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 


12 ft., % in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 

delivery. Delivered site oa score aoe x. 2 5 

1,200 yds. ... BS 2 43 

do. ontating “do. “in. thick, 600 yds. and 

over in one delivery. Sevens site ove ioe 211 

tS ae ee me 2 10 
PAINTS AND DISTEMPER 
Delivered London area. g0¢ 
Ceiling Distemper .. per cwt. : . « 
Washable Distemper os 515 0 
Gloss Paint ... pergal. 216 0 
Super Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) percwt. 5 0 0 








LeaD PRODUCTS AND OILS £ s. 
Ground White Lead, in 1 cwt. kegs .. per cwt. 8 7 
Genuine White’Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. lotsin 1 gal. tins per gal. 3 6 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg (10 ton lots) per cwt. 5 12 
do. do. do. (1 cwt. aaed 6 19 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg a ate a 2 13 
Size XD quality 28 lb... oa. ave So 9 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra cc ae 19 
Boiled‘ Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ‘ate soa a 1 0 
SUNDRIES 
Turpentine substitute ( 5 gal.) drums extra 5 
do. oO. (40 gal.) do. : ‘ 6 + 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior... ... RS 8 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) as as 2 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) «per Ib. 2 
White Lining Paper -» per piece 1 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. £ « 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside oo « oo pare 20 
Oak, Pale Copal do. do. a ae Bs 2 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside ... oe ai ~_ me x3 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... eee eee ae ‘a 2 8 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... ... eo ave - a 2 
ee eee ‘“ 
Front Door Varnish See eee ee 2 4 
ee ee ee ee a 1 12 
0S ee ‘‘ 1 16 
Brunswick we = oe oe aoe ae sis PS 1 12 
Berlin Black . a <a | Oe ae Sa ee es 1 10 
Terebene ‘ ee ee ee pa 1 12 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) a ae a 3 35 
French and Brush Polish (do.)... me 3 ee = [es 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. s. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass wuieny Stalag sated 
Cut Sizes.. . per ft. sup. 
24 oz. do. do. do. ‘do. “ 1 
26 oz. do. do. do. do. . 1 
32 oz. do. do. 7/ do. ve 1 
4 in. Rolled Plate.. - a ae ake ea 1 
# in. Rolled and Rough Cast... iad Sie. © tell ve 1 
+ in. do. do. a ~ 1 
¢ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard 
patterns— 
CS ee ee sis 1 
SO ee eee ee ee ra 1 
ae Ee os 2 
do. Special Tints os os 7 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte 
and Luminating Group3.. Re 1 
3 in. Wired Cast ... es * 1 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 
Hollow Glass Blocks— 
P.B.2 Cross reeded 5}X5}x3fin. ... . each 3 
P.B.3. Broad reeded 7$%7}x3fin. ... «.. aa 5 
P.B.32 Cross reeded 7} 7} 3{ in. ... oe ae 5 
P.B.4 _—_— Prismatic TEX 7EX3G in, ease ie 6 
P.B.5 Flemish 74x 74x 3G iM. «0. ave ai 5 
P.B.6 Boomerang 7}X7}X3fin. ... « ee 6 
Half Size Blocks— 
P.B.32 Cross reeded 7} x 3} 3 in. sen ~ 4 
Radiused Corner Blocks to match » with— 
P.B.2 Cross reeded . eae * 8 
P.B.3 Broad reeded ... =. oe <a #8 9 
P.B.32 Cross reeded . ee 9 
P.B.2, P.B.3, P.B.32 are also ‘supplied in Light 
Diffusing Blocks at same price. 
3 in. Polished Plate Glass, G.G. quality— 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. .-. per ft. sup. - 
pr ~ = 5 ft. sup. - Be 5 
a 45 ft. sup. 7 
100 ft. sup. 7 
3 in. Polished Plate, ‘extra sizes, i.e., plates exceed- 
ing 100 ft. sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both 
ways. G.G. quality—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. 
or 240 in. one way or 130 in. both ways ; - 11 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ; e 15 


Plates exceeding 180 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum per ft. 


Description of aoe quantity S. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. 
24 0z. ,, ¢ 2,000 
26 oz. ,, a. 2,000 
32 oz. 2,000 1 
$ in. Rolled Plate.. 1,000 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White Group 1 asa 1,000 
do. Group 2 1,000 1 


+ in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminat- 

ing and ary Group 3 ‘ 1,000 
# in. Rolled Plate + 1 aes Cast . on (aaa 
t in. do. wid aa ..- 2,000 
+ in. Wired Cast, Yr — so ee 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 
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(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors) 











1. Craftsmen and Labourers. 2. Apprentices. 3. Young Male Labourers. 
Region Craftsmen Laboure Age Per cent. of London and England, Wales Age Per cent. of London and England, Wales 
r | r Craft Rate | Liverpool Dist. Craft Rate | Liverpool Dist. and Scotland 
s. d. s. d. 
a a se 4 - os . é s. ¢ s. d. s. d. 
rade an 1 
London ... 5 lt 4 6 16 334 1 8 1 8 ye — 7s . 2 
Li 17 50 2 6 2 6 16 45 2 OO 1 11g 
iverpool and 18 624 3 2 3 it 
District . 1k 46 19 75 3 10 3 9 17 663 3 0 2 11 
Scotland...  ... 5 0 4% 20 873 4 6 44 18 100 46 44 









































NORTHERN IRELAND is not included; rates fluctuate so much from district to district that reference should be made to local offices. 


WATCHMEN.—The rates per shift for watchmen engaged on building sites is 27s. 6d 


. in London and Liverpool District, and 26s. 3d. in the provinces. 


FEMALE OPERATIVES.—In all districts throughout the country except in Scotland the rate of wages for women, aged 19 and over, engaged in craft processes is 4s. 14d. 
per hour. Women engaged on work other than craft processes, 3s. 9gd. per hour. In Scotland the rate for the woman craftsman is 4s. 44d. after a probationary 


period, the woman ldbourer, 3s. 10§d. 


New Companies 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by 
Jordan and Sons, Ltd., company registra- 
tion agents. 


J. J. PLUMBE & SON LTD.—Regd. Feb. 6, 
1961. 86 Wright-st., Small Heath, Birming- 
ham 10. Secy.: Ivy M. Cundy. Bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. 


m. & G. (CONTRACTORS) LTD.—Regd. Feb. 6, 


1961. 98 Furzehill-rd., Boreham-wood. 
Secy.: G. A. Gepfert. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £100. 


SEYKEN BUILDERS LTD.—Regd. Feb. 6, 1961. 
713 Imperial House, Kingsway, WC2. Secy.: 
Shirley Hart. Nom. cap.: £100. 

F. P. MARTIN & SON LTD.—Regd. Feb. 6, 


1961. 182 Revelstoke-rd., Southfields, SW18. 
Secy.: Dora W. Tallboy. Bldrs., etc. Nom 
cap.: £100. 

R. S. KENNEDY AND COMPANY LTD.—Regd. 
Feb. 7, 1961. Nom. cap.: £25,000. Dir.: 


Robert S. Kennedy, *‘ Glenarm,’ The Orchard, 
Melbourne-rd., Bushey, Herts. 

C W. GRAY LTD.—Regd. Feb. 7, 
Cromwell-rd., Plymouth. Secy.: 
Wise. Bldr., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

HALLIWELL DEVELOPMENTS  LTD.—Regd. 
Feb. 8, 1961. 166 Armada-way, Plymouth. 
Secy.: J. B. Halliwell. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. 

LANGLER AND SON LTD.—Regd. 
1961. Bldrs. and contrs., etc. 
£4,000. Dir.: 
ave., Paignton. 

RON SCRIVENER LTD.—Regd. Feb. 8, 1961. 
284 Warley Hill, Brentwood. Secy.: A. R. 
Scrivener. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 

MERLIN-MASTERS LTD.—Regd. Feb. 9, 1961. 
35 Chadwick-rd., Westcliff-on-Sea. Bldrs., 
contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

P. EDWARDS & Co. LTD.—Regd. Feb. 9, 1961. 
62 Victoria-st., Westminster, SWl. Secy.: 
Rose Knight. Brickworks contrs., bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £100. 

J. T. (BRISTOL) LTD.—Regd. Feb. 9, 1961. 
165  Coronation-rd., Southville, Bristol. 
> J. G. Pontin. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
» 

w. & O. DURLING LTD.—Regd. Feb. 9, 1961. 
Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: Wm. 
H. H. Durling, Whybournes, Ightham. 

J. A. WATKINS (WEST BROMWICH) LTD.—Regd. 
Feb. 9, 1961. 58a Hill Top, West Bromwich, 
Staffs. Secy.: Vera Watkins. Bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £100. 


CHARTER DEVELOPMENTS LTD.—Regd. Feb. 


1961. 7 
Phyllis 


Feb. 8, 
Nom. cap.: 
Arthur Langler, 37 Winser- 


9, 1961. Developers of sites and estates; 
bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Sub.: J. V. 
Lineker, 27 Selkirk-rd., SW17. 

L R. OBEE LTD.—Regd. Feb. 10, 1961. 12 
Wrotham-rd., Gravesend. Secy.: Alice M. 
Obee. Bidrs. and contrs., Govt. or pblc. wks. 
contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000 


10, 
‘Lorna,’ Park-rd., Hanworth, Middx. 
Arthur Goymer. Bidrs., etc. Nom. 
£5,000. 

HIBBERT & CO. LTD.—Regd. Feb. 10, 
Benefit Buildings, Moorhead, Sheffield. 
Secy.: Shirley Hart. Bldrs., contrs., etc. 
nom. cap.: £100. 

HORNWOOD CONSTRUCTION CO. LTD.—Regd. 
Feb. 10, 1961. Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. Dir.: John G. Caines, 123 Warwick- 
rd., Olton, Solihull. 

J. T. DAVIS (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. Feb. 10, 
1961. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: James T 
Davis, 247 Wolverhampton-rd, Walsall. 

PRITCHARD & GOULDING. LTD.—Regd. Feb. 
13, 1961. 7a Bath-st., Newport, Mon. Secy.: 
Malcolm R. Chettleburgh. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £100. 

BREAKSPEAR CONTRACTORS (RUISLIP) LTD.— 
Regd. Feb. 13, 1961. Bidrs., etc. Nom. 


WARE & STEVENS LTD.—Regd. Feb. 
1961. 
Secy.: 
cap.: 


w. 
1961. 


Imported Building 


cap.: £100. Dir.: Peter 
(address not stated). 

T. P. BUILDERS LTD.—Regd. Feb. 13, 1961. 
13 Ashfield-rd., W. Secy.: Margaret G. 
Jones. Nom. cap.: £2,000. 

SANDWAY CONTRACTORS LTD.—Regd. Feb. 
13, 1961. 331 Back Broughton-ter., Leeds 
8. Secy.: R. A. Jefferies. Bldrs., bldg. 
contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

J.B.N. (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. Feb. 14, 1961. 
249 Hampton-rd., Ilford, Essex. Secy.: Jas. 
N. Hammond. Nom. cap.: £500. 

BURNELL & SON BUILDERS (BRISTOL) LTD.— 
Regd. Feb. 14, 1961. Grove House, Highridge 


B. Prowting 


Green, Bishopsworth, Bristol 3. Secy.: 
R. W. Burnell. Nom. cap.: £1,000 

Cc. H. BEST LTD.—Regd. Feb. 14, 1961. 
Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: Cyril 


H. Best (address not stated). 
KILLE & NOAKES LTD.—Regd. Feb. 15, 1961. 


Broad-st., nmr. Guildford, Surrey. Secy.: 
Mary E. Noakes. Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. 


Board Federation 


Chairman Inveighs Against Complacency 


THE NEED for a lot of rethinking in the 
building board trade if it was to save 
itself from near disaster, was urged by 
MR. R. T. DRANSFIELD, chairman of the 
Imported Fibre Building Board Federa- 
tion, speaking at their fourth annual 
dinner in London on March 14. 


‘I warn you,’ said the chairman, ‘ that 
unless we all work together and find 
more stability, the resultant lack of con- 
fidence will mean a loss of interest and 
shoddy service, and that can mean only 
one thing—reduction in consumption. 


‘The trade is going through a Jekyll 
and Hyde existence,’ he continued. ‘In 
the case of standard hardboard and, to a 
lesser degree, standard insulation board, 
we look like making a first-class mess of 
things if we are not careful. Competi- 
tion is fiercer today than it has ever 
been. Many manufacturers are so 
desperate for sales that prices are secon- 
dary consideration. They think that, by 
dropping their prices, they will sell their 
board. I say to these shippers, “ you will 
sell no more board at £8 than you will 
sell at £9.”’ 


Continuing, Mr. Dransfield asked pro- 
ducers to get together and gear produc- 





tion to a reasonable target, consistent 
with demand, and to study the markets 
they wanted to attack. He urged the 
distributor to buy within his capacity and 
go all out for and develop new outlets. 
Commenting on expansion, he pointed out 
that the biggest field lay in specialities— 
thicker board, fire-retardent insulation, 
decoratives, etc. An ever-increasing de- 
mand for acoustics was also being ex- 
perienced. 

Concluding, he: spoke briefly of the 
Federation, which was formed four years 
ago to bring together all interests of the 
industry of this country. ‘We believe,’ 
he said, ‘there are many ways that we 
can be of service to the trade, and to our 
members, and the present state of the 
market is a very good reason for us all 
getting closer together. I also believe 
that it is the wish of the board industry 
in this country to continue with its 
present organisations. We do not want 
to become part of any other Federation 
as a junior member. We think we can 
best look after ourselves.’ 

Mr. Dransfield was proposing the 
toast of ‘Our Guests’ to which Mgr. 
E. H. C. LEATHER, MP, replied in a most 
amusing and entertaining manner. 
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News !n Brief 


Safety on Construction Sites Inquiry 


THE PUBLIC INQUIRY to hear objections to 
the Draft Construction (General Provi- 
sions) Regulations and the Construction 
(Lifting Operations) Regulations, which 
was adjourned on March 6, will be 
resumed at 10 Carlton House-terrace, 
London, SWI on March 28. The inquiry 
was opened on February 27, and is being 
conducted by Sir George Honeyman, CBE, 
QC, who proposes to continue on the 
following day if the hearing is not com- 
pleted on March 28. 


Hospital Equipment Exhibition 


THE third International Hospital Equip- 
ment and Medical Services Exhibition 
will be opened on May 15 by HRH the 
Princess Royal, patron of the Institute of 
Hospital Administrators. 


Systems of Measurement 


THE MOST RECENT BROADSHEET by Political 
and Economic Planning, of which Profes- 
sor Sir William Holford, MA, PRIBA, is 
chairman, discusses systems of measure- 
ment with particular reference to the 
movement towards decimalisation (in the 
Commonwealth) and the new Weights and 
Measures Bill. Copies of the broadsheet, 
number 449, may be obtained, price 3s., 
from PEP, at 16 Queen Anne’s Gate, 
London, SWI. 


Electrical Sign Manufacturers 


AT THE annual general meeting of the 
Electrical Sign Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion, Mr. G. S. Campbell retired as presi- 
dent after holding office for the pre- 
scribed period of two years. Mr. S. D. 
Moyse was elected as the new president, 
and Mr. J. H. G. Pearce as the new vice- 
president. 


CoID Appointment 


THE COUNCIL OF INDUSTRIAL DESIGN has 
appointed Mr. V. O. Edwards as its in- 
dustrial liaison officer for plastics, wall- 
paper, leather goods and travel goods. 
The plastics category includes hollow- 
ware, fancy goods, vacuum flasks, fabrics, 
tiles and laminates. 


Domestic Water Charges 


THE FINANCE COMMITTEE of the Metro- 
politan Water Board has decided to 
recommend the maintenance of the pre- 
sent domestic water rate of 7 per cent of 
the net value of the house or building 
supplied (in operation since 1956). The 
Board will also be recommended to con- 
tinue in force the existing charges for 
supplies by meter. 


La Femme Fatale 


A SLIGHT, grey-haired Birmingham woman 
is believed to be Britain’s only woman 
demolition contractor. She is 36-year- 
old Mrs. Monica Spooner, of Garretts 
Green, Mrs. Spooner, who started work 
in this dangerous occupation about 18 
months ago, is at present completing her 
biggest job to date—pulling down the 
old Maypole Cinema to make way for a 
block of flats and shops. 





Building Firms’ Joint Venture 


LEYLAND CONSTRUCTION CO. LTD. and 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts (North 
West) Ltd., of Bromborough, Cheshire, 
are working together for the first time on 
a £100,000 building contract for Leyland 
Motors Ltd. They are constructing a 
four-bay extension to the company’s ser- 
vice store at Chorley. The steel-framed 
building is to be completed within 
twenty-four weeks. 


Building Supervisors’ Association 


THE HONORARY SECRETARY of the recently 
formed Building Supervisors’ Association 
for the South-East Metropolitan Regional 
Hospital Board is Mr. W. Robinson, 
building supervisor to the hospital man- 
agement committee for St. Augustine’s 
Hospital, Chartham Down, near Canter- 
bury, where correspondence and trade 
journals should be forwarded. 


Zinc in Architecture 


THE EUROPEAN ZINC IN ARCHITECTURE COM- 
MITTEE, some members of which are 
architects, met in London recently to plan 
a series of bulletins reviewing new 
developments in zinc for roofs, gutters 
and rainwater pipes throughout Europe. 
The first number will be issued this 
summer in English, French, German, 
Italian and Dutch editions. The English 
edition will be available from the Zinc 
Development Association, at 34 Berkeley- 
square, London, WI. 


Incentives and their Application 


THE LATEST ‘ BLUE BOOK’ of the Manage- 
ment Consultants Association concerns 
the application of incentives as one of the 
most powerful techniques available to 
management to encourage greater output, 
or to improve quality and to secure the 
better utilisation of materials. ‘ Are 
Incentives Worth While?’ discusses the 
range of incentive schemes, their scope, 
aims, preparation and maintenance. 
Copies of the pamphlet may be obtained 
free from the secretary of the Associa- 
tion, at 4 London Wall Buildings, EC2. 


Capital Expenditure in Industry 


PROVISIONAL ESTIMATES for the fourth 
quarter of 1960 show that the capital 
expenditure of the manufacturing indus- 
tries increased by 20 per cent; expenditure 
by other industries and services rose by 
6 per cent. These figures show that, at 
both current and 1954 prices, the com- 
bined capital expenditure of manufactur- 
ing and other industries was approxi- 
mately 15 per cent higher in 1960 than 
in 1959. In the case of the manufacturing 
industry expenditure in 1960, at £1,029m., 
was 18 per cent higher than in the 
previous year. Expenditure by other 
industries and services during 1960 was 
£719m., or 12 per cent higher than in 
1959. 


Highway Engineering Scholarship 
THE VALUE of the Aveling-Barford 


Scholarship awarded annually to the post- 
graduate course at the Birmingham 
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University School of Highway Engineer- 
ing has been increased from £300 to £500. 
This increase takes immediate effect and 
will apply to the award for the twelve 
months’ course commencing October, 
1961, applications for which must be 
received by the Aveling-Barford Training 
Officer not later than May 31. Full details 
are published in a booklet entitled ‘ The 
Aveling-Barford Scholarship,’ obtainable 
from the company at Grantham, Lincs. 


Northern Ireland Housing 


AN ILLUSTRATED SURVEY of the work of 
the Northern Ireland Housing Trust since 
its establishment under the Housing Act 
(Northern Ireland), 1945, shows that 
20,000 dwellings have now been built by 
the Trust on over 100 sites throughout the 
province. Included in this total are over 
500 small dwellings for elderly people, 
over 100 shops for letting, and several 
social centres. There is a selection of plan 
types and a statistical survey. Copies may 
be obtained from the Trust, at 12 Hope- 


street, Belfast. The chief technical 
officer is Mr. J. Cairncross, ARIBA, 
AMTPI. 


Calcium Silicate Bricks 


THE SANDLIME BRICK MANUFACTURERS’ 
ASSOCIATION’S booklet on sandlime bricks 
has been revised and rewritten under the 
title, ‘Calcium Silicate Bricks,’ and by 
providing notes about their manufacture, 
properties and use it will be of consider- 
able value to architects, builders and 
others. An extremely useful section is 
included which illustrates special shaped 
bricks made by most calcium silicate 
brick manufacturers according to users’ 
requirements, Copies of the publication 
may be obtained without cost from the 
Association, at Hanover House, High Hol- 
born, London, WC. 


Safety Competition Awards 


TO PROVIDE an added incentive in their 
drive towards accident prevention the 
600 safety committee of the George 
Cohen 600 Group Ltd. last year launched 
a safety competition. The awards for 
1960, the first year of the competition, 
were presented on March 7 at the Wood- 
lane headquarters of the Group by the 
chairman, Mr. Cyril M. Cohen. Trophies 
went to the Neasden (London) depot of 
the reinforcement department of T. C. 
Jones and Co. Ltd. and the erection 
department of Dunlop and Ranken Ltd., 
of Leeds. 


Building Companies’ Amalgamation 


THE LAND AND GENERAL GROUP OF COM- 
PANIES has acquired a Surrey building 
firm as a further step in the expansion of 
the group’s building and civil engineering 
activities. The firm acquired is the 
Godalming Building and Construction Co., 
of Langham Trading Estate, Godalming. It 
is now being placed under the manage- 
ment control of Land and General’s build- 
ing and civil engineering division, Griggs 
and Son, of Victoria-street, Westminster. 
This division also incorporates another 
building firm—F. J. Voisey and Co. Ltd., 
of Bristol—which has been taken over by 
the Group for transfer to Griggs and Son 
as a wholly-owned subsidiary. 








Personal Column 


MR. H. DE GREY-WARTER has joined Alenco 
Ltd. as group advertising and publicity 
manager. 

MR. W. J. POTTS has joined the board of 
Myton Ltd., one of the Taylor Woodrow 
group of companies. 

PERMANITE LTD. announce that MR. M. C. 
COLE and MR. W. STALLEY have been 
appointed to the Board of the Company. 
Mr. Stalley joined the Company 27 years 
ago. He will continue to act as Secretary. 

MR. D. H. MOSS has been appointed to the 
staff of MacAndrews & Forbes Ltd., Caxton- 
st., SW1, for the purpose of enlarging the 
company’s consultant and design facilities. 

A young sales representative on the staff 
of the Radio TV ELA Group of Philips 
Electrical Ltd., MR. RAYMOND WILLIAMS, has 
won two first prizes in a national examina- 
tion in sales management and has added to 
this a scholarship award, which allows him 
three months’ study of marketing methods 
in the United States. Mr. Williams, whose 
home is at Lichfield, Staffs., has won out- 
right an award offered in open competition 
to all 55 successful candidates in the last 
diploma examination of the Incorporated 
Sales Managers’ Association. 

Tyrad Electric Ltd. have, because of 
increasing sales, moved their northern repre- 
sentative, MR. E. A. MOLYNEUX, from South- 
port to Stubbing-rd., Marsden, nr. Hudders- 
field (Marsden 401), so as to be more cen- 
trally placed. 

Messrs. Coventry Compressors Ltd., of 
32 Stewarts-road, London, SW8, hirers of 
contractors’ plant, have appointed Mr. T. K. 
JENKINS as manager of their diamond drilling 
division. He has resigned his position as 
technical manager of Holemasters Ltd., of 
Basingstoke, Hampshire. 

Wolf Electric Tools Ltd., London, W5, 
have appointed MR. J. O. BOVILL, BSC, 
managing director of their associated com- 
pany, Wolf Sales Pty. Ltd., Arthur-st., Home- 
bush, nr. Sydney, New South Wales. 

S. Wernick & Sons Ltd., Wolverhampton 
and Billericay, have appointed MR. Ww. H. 
PAGET-BROWN its representative for Derby- 
shire and Nottinghamshire. 

MR. R. R. WATKINS, Sales director of 
Chamberlain Industries Ltd., and mr. Jj. F. 
BEDFORD, its chief engineer, have left for a 
tour of the US and Canada. 


Company News 


A joint company has been formed between 
the STANDARD LIFE ASSURANCE CO. and TAYLOR 
WOODROW LTD., to be known as S. T. w. 
DEVELOPMENTS LTD., for the purpose of 
acquiring suitable developments in London 
and the provinces. Shops, offices, residential 
and possibly industrial schemes are the type 
of developments in mind. Preliminary pro- 
posals are under consideration for several 
sites. The head office is at 10 Park-street, 
London, Wl. The directors are G. P. S. 
Macpherson, F. S. Jamieson, G. E. North 
and G. W. Raybould. Mr. Macpherson is 
chairman and Mr. North managing director. 

The board of directors and the board of 
management of NV PHILIPS GLOEILAMPEN- 
FABRIEKEN, Eindhoven, Holland, announce 
that the sales of the company and of the 
UNITED STATES PHILIPS TRUST in the finan- 
cial year 1960 totalled 4,762 million guilders, 
against 4,182 million guilders in 1959. The 
trading profit amounted to 862 million 
guilders, against 740 million guilders in 1959. 
At the general meeting of shareholders, to 
be held on March 29, the declaration of a 
dividend for the financial year 1960 of 16 
per cent (unchanged) on the ordinary shares 
and of 8 per cent (unchanged) on the cumu- 
lative participating preference shares will be 
proposed. 

PERMANITE LTD.'S profit for the company 
for the year ended December 31, 1960, after 
all charges except taxation amounted to 
£218,372 (£202,092). The Directors recom- 


mend the payment of a final dividend of 13 
per cent. (less tax) on the 1,900,800 ordinary 
shares of 5s. 

BAMBERGERS LTD. have decided to declare 
an interim dividend of 2d. per share (less 
tax) on the ordinary shares in respect of the 
year ending March 31, 1961. 





OVERSEAS BUILDING 





From Our Own Correspondents 


AUSTRALIA (QUEENSLAND).—A mining 
company working the Weipa bauxite field 
in Northern Queensland, Consolidated 
Zinc Pty. Ltd., has agreed to build a new 
model village and mission for Aborigines 
in the area. The company will replace the 
existing Aboriginal village and Presby- 
terian Mission at a cost of £A150,000. 

AUSTRALIA (VICTORIA). — A London 
brewing firm’s proposal to build a brewery 
at Melbourne has had strong support from 
200 owners and licensees of Victorian 
metropolitan and country freehold hotels. 
The new brewery would be built by the 
British firm of Charrington and Co. Ltd., 
at a cost of £A34m. An option of 100 
acres had been taken for the Charrington 
Brewery in the Melbourne outer suburb 
of Springvale. Consultants have not yet 
been appointed. 

CANADA (BRITISH COLUMBIA).—West- 
coast Transmission plans to build a 
$35m. oil pipeline this year from the 
north to Kamloops. . . . Union Carbide 
Canada Ltd. has announced the construc- 
tion of a new plant at Newton. 

CANADA (NOVA SCOTIA).—An announce- 
ment has been made of the construction 
of a new hospital for Springfield. 

CANADA (MANITOBA). Tenders have been 
called for the construction of a 260 ft. 
long steel and reinforced concrete bridge 
across the Swan river. ... An eight-span 
bridge is to be constructed over the 
Fairford river in Indian Reserve No. 50. 
... Construction of new municipal build- 
ings at Winnipeg Beach has_ been 
announced. .... Approval of construc- 
tion grants has been given for additions 
to hospitals at Dauphin, Erikson and 
West Kildonan. 








B-A-T-S-F-O-R-D 
Plumbing Materials 
& Techniques 


SYDNEY WEBSTER A.R.I.B.A. 


Complementary to the author's 
PLUMBING IN BUILDING yet 
entirely self-contained, this new 
book concentrates on the techniques 
involved, describing in full the rele- 
vant methods and materials. 

114 i/lustrations 30s. 


Law of 
Contract & Tort 


A. J. POLLAND 


A cohesive digest of the basic 
principles underlying the law of 
Contract and Tort, written by a 
barrister-at-law to provide archi- 
tects, auctioneers, surveyors and 
estate agents with a _ working 
knowledge of the subject. 

37s. 6d. 


4 Fitzhardinge Street W.| 
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CANADA (ONTARIO).—Approval has been 
given for the construction of a $10m. 
flood-control and water-conservation pro- 
ject in the Upper Thames river basin. 

. The new Mylamaque Mining and 
Smelting Co. is to construct a $10m. 
smelter at Ernestown Township. . . . Ten- 
ders have been called for a $1.5m. ware- 
house and docking area at the east end 
of Toronto harbour. The crown-owned 
Polymer Corporation is to construct a 
synthetic rubber plant at Sarnia. 
Toronto University has announced a 
$52m. building programme. ... A $21m. 
wholesale shopping centre has been pro- 
posed for Oshawa. The project would 
include five groups of buildings on 
approximately 300 acres. 


ISRAEL.—A contract for dredging in 
the port of Haifa has been awarded to 
Edmund Nuttall Sons & Co. (London), 
Ltd., by the Haifa Harbour Authority. 
The contract, which involves dredging 
some 14m. cu. m. of sand from the har- 
bour, is of an approximate value of 
£300,000. A start on the contract is to 
be made almost immediately. 


ISRAEL.—Preparations are going for- 
ward for the construction of a World 
Bible Centre at Jerusalem. It will 
include a library of all the books written 
about the Bible, and sections dealing 
with biblical animals, plants and art. 


NEW ZEALAND.—The newly-established 
Wool Research Organisation is to build its 
laboratories at Canterbury Agricultural 
College, Lincoln, near Christchurch, fol- 
lowing a decision by the executive com- 
mittee of the organisation at a meeting in 
Wellington. The organisation plans to 
spend £200,000 or more on buildings. 


PAKISTAN. — Pakistan Services Ltd., 
which comprises Pakistan International 
Airlines Corporation, International Hotels 
Corporation (a subsidiary of Pan-Ameri- 
can World Airways) and Haroon Sons 
Ltd., is to build hotels at five cities in 
Pakistan. Negotiations have now been 
completed for the construction of the 
first of these hotels, a 300-room building 
at Karachi. The hotel, estimated to cost 
$7m., will be designed under the super- 
vision of Intercontinental Hotels and 
operated as part of its world-wide chain. 
It will be erected on a twelve-acre site in 
the Clifton area of Karachi, overlooking 
the Arabian Sea. Ground-breaking is 
tentatively scheduled for August of this 
year. 


PERU.—The Ministry of Development 
and Public Works has called for tenders 
for the equipment, installation and 
financing of a fertiliser plant at Cuzco. 
The work will include the installation of 
a second 20,000 kw unit for the hydro- 
electric plant at Machu Picchu. The 
closing date is April 15 next. Details are 
available, against a 1,000 soles deposit, 
from the Ministerio de Fomento y Obras 
Publicas, Direccién de Industrias y Elec- 
tricidad, Divisi6n de Obras Eléctricas, at 
Lima, 


URUGUAY.—Projects to be carried out 
within the next five years include: exten- 
sion of the power stations of Rio Negro, 
Rincén del Bonete and Montevideo (520m. 
pesos): construction of a power station 
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of 500,000 kw capacity (480m. pesos); 
extension of the road net (624m. pesos); 
extension of the railways (240m. pesos) 
and of Montevideo harbour (200m. 
pesos); and construction of a port on the 
Rio Uruguay (200m. pesos). 

SIERRA LEONE.—Taylor Woodrow (Sierra 
Leone) Ltd. has been awarded a new con- 
tract to construct an office block and bank 
building at Freetown for West African 
Properties Ltd. Work began on site last 
month and will be completed by the end 
of January, 1962. The main building is 
to be occupied by Elder Dempster Agen- 
cies Ltd. The architects are James Cubitt 
and Partners; consulting engineers, Flint 
and Neill; and quantity surveyors, Widnell 
and Trollope. 

SOUTHERN RHODESIA.—On February 15 
the Southern Rhodesian Water Court 
granted an application from the Govern- 
ment to build a dam at Bangala on the 


Mtilikwe River, near Fort Victoria. The 
Bangala Dam will cost about £14m. 
Australian House-Building Decline 
MEMBERS Of the Australian building 


industry have expressed concern at the 
effect of the Government’s economic 
measures. Hundreds of building workers 
have been dismissed owing to a sharp 
decline in home building which, builders 
say, is due to restrictions on housing 
finance. 


Building in South Africa 


BUILDING PLANS passed in the 18 principal 
urban areas of the Union of South Africa 
(excluding particulars for local authorities 
and the National Housing and Planning 
Commission) during 1960 reflect an in- 
crease of some £700,000 over the 1959 
figure of £6l14m. The main movements 
by comparison with 1959 were a growth 
of £1.8m. in plans for manufacturing and 
other non-residential buildings, offset by 
a decrease of £1.6m. in plans for flats and 
other dwellings (excluding houses). Pro- 
posed building work in all other cate- 
gories was roughly on a par in 1960 with 
the figures of a year earlier, although 
home-building plans and alterations or 
additions to existing buildings between 
them accounted for an increase of roughly 
£4m. in the latest period. 


Hotel Agreement Called Off 


AN agreement under which the American 
company of Hilton Hotels International 
was to have invested money in Chevron 
Hotels in Australia will not now go into 
operation. Plans were announced last 
April (‘ The Builder’ of April 29, 1960) 
for Hilton Hotels to invest $75m. in nine 
hotels in Australia and one in Auckland, 
New Zealand. A joint statement released 
on March 9 by Hilton Hotels International 
and the owners of the Chevron chain, 
Stanhill Consolidated Ltd., said the recent 
drastic change in the Australian economy 
had materially affected the implementa- 
tion of their agreement. It said the parties 
had agreed that at present there was in- 
sufficient scope for Hilton investment in 
the Chevron Hotels. 


SCOTTISH 


BUILDER 





‘Architecture of New Stockholm’ 


ARRANGEMENTS HAVE been made for the 
Scottish showing of the exhibition of 
‘Architecture of New Stockholm,’ held 
in London recently, to be held at the 
Scottish Building Centre, Sauchiehall- 
street, Glasgow, C2, from April 13 to 29 
inclusive. 


Development Plan Opposed 


GLASGOW CORPORATION’S proposal to use 
parts of the Green Belt surrounding the 
city for housing development are criticised 
by the county councils of Lanark, Dum- 
barton, Renfrew and Stirling in their 
objections to the quinquennial review of 
the city development plan. 

The public inquiry into the review 
opens on Monday, March 27, and to save 
time the commissioner has asked wit- 
nesses to submit evidence in writing. Mr. 
T. A. Ridgeway, county planning officer 
of Lanarkshire, in his written submission, 
states that if attempts to compromise be- 
tween housing development and green belt 
prevail the existing amenities of the open 
countryside will be utterly destroyed. 

The county councils of Stirling and 
Dumbarton, in their opening statements, 
object to the corporation’s housing pro- 
posals for the Summerston area. Stirling 
County Council state that the proposals 
would mean ‘an extensive incursion into 
an area which they believe should pro- 
perly form part of the green belt around 
the northern boundary of the city.’ 











Specify— 
WALLEY’S 


CLAY ROOFING TILES 
AND 


FACING BRICKS 


“WALLEY-SILVERDALE” 


The Hallmark of Quality 
Products with the Highest 
Degree of Durability 


Prices and Samples sent on request. 


T. E. WALLEY LTD. 


ROSEMARY HILL TILERIES 
SILVERDALE - NEWCASTLE 


STAFFORDSHIRE 


Telephone: SILVERDALE 343/4 
Scottish Representative:7.G.W.MUIRIE,12 Lothian 
Drive, Clarkston, Renfrewshire. Tel: Giffnock 1516 
Lancs. Representative: W.REDMAN, 11, Deneway, 
High Lane, Stockport, Cheshire. Tel: Disley 2034 








NATO Contract 


THE ADMIRALTY has awarded the main 
contract for the construction of a NATO 


ammunition storage depot at Glen 
Douglas to John Howard and Co., of 
London, Mr. Ian Orr-Ewing, Civil Lord 
of the Admiralty stated in a written 
Parliamentary reply recently. The work 
is expected to take three years to com- 
plete, and the cost to be between £2m. 
and £3m. 


New Buildings 


ABERDEEN.—The Town Planning Com- 
mittee have approved in principle plans for 
the erection in Union-st. of a new store by 
Littlewoods Mail Order Stores Ltd. The site 
has been derelict for more than 20 years and 
it is proposed to erect a four-storey build- 
ing, with a granite facade facing Union-st. 
and supported on stilts at the rear. 

AYR.—Big developments are planned in 
Ayr and Prestwick to meet the demand for 
extra housing in the two burghs. Plans cost- 
ing over £4 milli6n have been approved by 
both Dean of Guild Courts. -Nearly 120 
private and council houses will be con- 
structed and work on the houses is to start 
in the near future. 

DUNDEE.—Full plans for phase 1 of the 
Overgate comprehensive redevelopment 
scheme have been lodged formally with 
Dundee Corporation for approval by the 
Town Planning and Works Committees. 

EAST KILBRIDE.—Development Corpn. 
are to build 521 houses and 317 garages 
at Westwood. 

EDINBURGH.—Warrant has been granted 
by the Dean of Guild Court for the erection 
of a £220,000 fertiliser factory at Leith 
Docks. Construction work will start almost 
immediately. Erection is for Fisons Ferti- 
lisers Ltd., Suffolk. 

EDINBURGH CORPN.— Erection of 24 
houses in two blocks at Granton housing 
area. All trades basis. City A., City-chbrs., 
Edinburgh. 

FIFE CC.—Erection of Torbain infants’ 
school, Kirkcaldy. Approx. 14,750 sq. ft. 
Applications to County Clerk, Cupar, Fife. 

GLASGOW.—Active consideration is being 
given by Glasgow Corporation to plans for 
more than 20,150 houses in the city in the 
next five years. At present, a further 5,272 
houses are under construction. It has been 
recommended that negotiations be held with 
James Laidlaw & Sons, Glasgow, to build 
approximately 400 houses at Dalmarnock to 
replace 52 prefabs, and that the Corpora- 
tion’s Housing and Works Dept., in con- 
junction with Mr. Sam Bunton, consulting 
architect. should develop a multi-storey pro- 
ject at Balornock with provision for about 
500 houses. Approval has been giver by 
the Housing Sub-committee on Sites and 
Building for the demolition of 157 prefabs in 
the city, and replacing by 424 one to three- 
apartment houses. 

GLASGOW.—Arthur Swift & Ptnrs., 21 
Upper Grosvenor-st., Wl, and of Edinburgh, 
are architects for a 17-storey office block 
in Sauchiehall-st. for Gula Investments Ltd., 
of London. Building to begin in May. 

GLASGOW CORPN.—Proposed primary 
schools at East Keppoch, Priesthill and South 
Nitshill. Several works contract. Applica- 
tions to City A & Director of Planning, 20 
Trongate, Glasgow, Cl. New clean- 
ing depot at Easterhouse. Several works 
contract. City A & Director of Planning. 

KIRKCALDY.—Three 16-storey blocks in 
place of five 12-storey buildings has been 
suggested for a proposed housing project at 
Bridgeton, Kirkcaldy, with normal housing 
development on an adjoining site. In the 
Nicol-st. development, 84 houses and 56 
garages will be provided. 

MOTHERWELL.—Motherwell & Wishaw 
Burgh Licensing Court has granted a certi- 
ficate for a £100,000 hotel to be built by 
Grampian Properties, Ltd., 78 St. Vincent-st., 
Glasgow, in Merry-st., Motherwell. 
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Full details of Public 


Appointments open will 
he found in the Advertisement pages of this and 


previous issues 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list, see previous issues. Those preceded by 
the symbol (a) are advertised in this number. The 
latest date for the receipt of tenders or applications 
appears above each paragraph The symbol (rR) 
preceding each entry indicates that applications must 
e received by this date 


BUILDING 


MARCH 27 
(ark) ERITH BC.—Erection of sports pavi- 
lion at Northumberland Heath playing fields. 
Boro’ S. Dep. £2 = a by April 10. 
MARCH 28 
(AR) BIRMINGHAM CITY C.—Erection 
of 29 two-storey dwellings at Willaston-rd., 


Elms estate, Sheldon. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by April 28. 

(ak) NORTHAMPTON - CBC. — Erection 
of six bungalows at Leicester-st. Boro’ A. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 24. 

MARCH 30 

(AR) SOUTHAMPTON CBC.—Alterations 

and internal redecorations to Boro’ T’s 


dept., Civic centre. Boro’ A. Tenders by 
May 1. 
MARCH 31 
(ak) EAST SUSSEX CC.—Extensions to 
dining room at East Grinstead county sec. 
sch. County A. 


APRIL 3 
(AR) ESSEX CC.—Hostel for elderly per- 


sons at Harold Hill, Romford. County A. 
APRIL 5 

CLONMEL (Eire) CORPORATION. 
Erection of 29 houses at Kickham-st., 
Clonmel. Boro’ E, Town Hall. Clonmel. 
Dep. £10. 

(aR) WANDSWORTH MBC.—Erection of 
308 dwellings, etc., at Beaumont-rd., South- 
fields. TC. 

APRIL 6 
(aR) EAST SUFFOLK CC.—Firm price 


tenders for a new mod. sch. at Bacton, Stow- 
market. County A. Tenders by May 12. 
APRIL 7 

(a) CHATHAM BC.—Erection of 
in’ Perry-st. (Ordnance-st. redevelopment 
area). Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

(aR) EAST SUSSEX CC.—(a) Proposed 
civil defence centre at Battle. (b) Conversion 
of kitchen at Bexhill sch. County A. 

(A) LYMM UDC.—Erection of 28 housing 
units, ete., at Sandy-la. John Mather & 
Associates, architects, Walton Lodge, Hill 
Cliffe-rd., Walton, nr. Warrington. Dep. 
£5 5s. 


12 flats 


APRIL 10 
(A) ALDRIDGE UDC.—Fixed price ten- 
ders for public conveniences at Croft-par., 
oe and __Hillingford-ave., Pheasey. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s 

(A) OLDHAM CBC. New branch library 
at Limeside estate. Cameron Middleton. 
21 Mumps, Oldham. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 12 

(aR) WORC ESTER CITY C.—Erection of 
second stage of redevelopment of livestock 
market. City E&S. 

APRIL 13 

(A) FLINTSHIRE EC.— Extensions at 
Penley bilateral sch., nr. Wrexham. County 
4. Dep. £3 3s. 

(A) SOUTHPORT 
steel-framed building, 
sion to bus depot. Boro’ 
ning Officer. Dep. £1 Is. 

APRIL 14 

(4) CHATHAM BC.—Erection of sports 
pavilion at Luton recreation ground, Cap- 
stone-rd. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 


CBC.—Erection of a 
etc., to form exten- 
A & Town Plan- 


(A) READING CBC.—Firm price tenders 
for a new scullery 
Wilson-rd. Boro’ A. 


at Wilson infants’ sch., 


(aA) WIGAN CBC.—Fixed price tenders 
for the erection of 43 dwellings at Drum- 
mond-sq. site, “~~ housing estate. 
Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2 

(aA) WOOD BREEN” BC.—Fixed price 
tenders for housing repairs and improve- 
ments. Boro’ E. Dep. £1 Is. 

APRIL 18 

(a4) BOURNEMOUTH CBC.—Fixed price 

tenders for one block of four one-bed flats, 


etc., at Watcombe-rd., Southbourne. Boro’ 
A. Dep. £2 2s. 
NORTHERN IRELAND HOUSING 


TRUST.—Construction of 32 dwellings and 
ancillary works at Camross Park, Rathcoole. 
Offices of the Trust, 12 Hope-st., Belfast. 
Dep. £3. 
MAY 1 
(a) ESHER UDC.—-Fixed price tenders for 
33 aged persons’ dwellings at Upper Farm 


estate, West Molesey.  E, & Planning 
Officer. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 5 
(A) BURTON-UPON-TRENT CBC. — 


Erection of 50 dwellings and 14 garages at 
Ferry-st. housing site/Heath-rd. site. Boro’ 
A. Dep. £2 2s. 


SERVICES, PAINTING, MATERIALS, 
ETC, 


APRIL 4 
(4) SHREWSBURY BC.—External painting 
of houses at me Boe estate. Boro’ S. 
RIL 5 
(aR) DURHAM Aco —Heating installation 
at various schools. County A. 
(AR) HAMPSTEAD BC.—External 
ing to various 9 ; , oa 
RIL 7 
(a) READING CBC. —Firm price tenders 
for external painting of Ccuncil houses. 
Housing Mgr. 
(A) SWINDON BC.—External painting of 
658 houses. Boro’ A. 
APRIL 17 
(4) WREXHAM BC.—Fixed price tenders 
for re-slating of six pairs of semi-detached 


paint- 











KIRKS TONE 


Light Sea Green 
Slate 


from our quarries on a 1600 fet. 
the heart of the 
English Lake District where this 
has 


extracted for over 200 years. 


contour in 


volanic — slaterock been 


Illustrated details on request or 
Cladding, Cills, Coping and 


Flooring etc. 

KIRKSTONE GREEN 
SLATE QUARRIES Ltd. 
Ambleside Westmorland. 


Tel.: Amb. 3296-7 
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houses, etc., at Marsh-cres., Acton housing 
estate. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 
NO DATE 

(A) BRISTOL EC.—Installation of boilers 
and heating plant at College of Commerce, 
Unity-st., Bristol 1. Ch. Ed. Officer. 

(A) GRAVESEND BC.—Improvements to 
610 houses on three estates. Boro’ E&S. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


APRIL 6 
BRIERLEY HILL UDC.—Surface dressing 
of about 118,000 yd. of carriageway in the 
district. E&S. 
APRIL 7 


ANTRIM CC.—Construction of over 44 
miles of 24ft. wide carriageway, 2 bridges, 
2 major culverts, and all other ancillary 
works on Route B.57, Templepatrick-Bally- 
clare. County S, County Courthouse, 
Crumlin-rd., Belfast. Dep. £10 10s. 

(R) BERWICK-UPON-TWEED BC.—Firm 
price tenders for the laying of about 14,250 
lin. yd. of 9-in., 6-in., 4-in. and 3-in. spun- 
iron water mains, complete with valves, etc.; 
the construction of a reinforced concrete 
reservoir of 250,000 gallons capacity; a rein- 
forced concrete storage tank of 40,000 
gallons capacity; two booster stations, and 
other appurtenant works. D. Balfour & 
Sons, engrs., Caledonian-bldgs., 145 Pilgrim- 
st., Newcastle-upon-Tyne 1. Dep. £5. 

APRIL 10 

SALISBURY & WILTON RDC.—Laying 
of approx. 14 miles of 6in. dia. sewer in 
concrete and spun-iron pipes, with precast 
concrete manholes, laterals, pumping station, 
full sewage treatment works, and other inci- 
dental works, at Barford St. Martin, nr. Salis- 
bury, Wiltshire. Lemon & Blizard, constg. 
engrs., Telford House, Hulse-rd., Southamp- 
ton. Dep. £5 

APRIL 17 

BRIDGWATER RDC.—Fixed price ten- 
ders for the construction and maintenance, 
for 12 months, of a circular reinforced con- 
crete reservoir of 100,000 gallons capacity 
and having post-stressed walls, together with 


pipe connections, float valve chamber, and 
other incidental works, at Puriton, nr. 
Bridgwater. Lemon & Blizard, engrs., 59 
Tufton-st., SW1l. Dep. £5 5s. 

MAY 1 


LUTON BC.—Construction of a new sew- 
age purification works, comprising two grit 
channels, four sedimentation tanks, six bio- 
logical filters, four humus tanks, one pump- 
ing station, land treatment area, and ancil- 
lary works, near Chalton village. J. D. 
& D. M. Watson, Ccl’s constg. engrs., 67 
Tufton-st., SW1l. Dep. £10 10s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


STOKE NEWINGTON.—Architect 
Appointed.—_The MBC have appointed Mr. 
R. de W. Aldridge, FRIBA, architect for a 
proposed extension to Woodberry Down 
branch library. 

WESTMINSTER.—-New Hotel.—City C’s 
TP Committee have approved the building 
of an hotel at 10-13 Grosvenor-sq. But they 
have told the LCC that a development at 
1-5c Mount-st., 3-7 Davies-st. and 1-22 
Carpenters-bldgs. should not be granted plan- 
ning permission. This scheme was for shops, 
offices and flats. The reason for the com- 
mittee’s view was not explained to the 
council on the agenda. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


ACCRINGTON. — Manchester Regional 
Hospital Bd. propose replacing Rough Lee 
Maternity Home in grounds of Accrington 
Victoria Hospital. . BC has approved in 
principle a scheme for aged persons’ dwell- 
ings at Milnshaw estate. 

ALDERSHOT.—BC to consider construc- 
tion of new swimming pool. Est. £4m 

ALTHAM.—Lancs. CC propose erection 
of adult training centre at Church-la. 

ANDOVER.—BC is recommended to 
approve and sign agreement for town 
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development of Andover now ready for sign- 
ing by LCC, Hampshire, CC and BC. BC is 
to be responsible for land purchase, water 
supplies, sewers and sewage disposal; LCC 
will be required to act as agent for BC in 
building new houses and factories; BC is 
recommended to approve total number of 
15,000 overspill population within first 10 
years. It is estimated some 6,000 houses will 
be required. The London and Hampshire CCs 
are to share in cost of developing town 
central area. 

BAKEWELL. — RDC propose 
development at Bradwell. 

BANGOR.—North Wales Counties Train- 
ing College Com. propose erection of teach- 
ing block at Normal College. Est. £328,395. 

BARGOED. — The Industrial Estate 
Management Corpn. for Wales propose erec- 
tion of a new factory. 

BASINGSTOKE.—County Health Com. is 
to provide in coming financial year’s esti- 
mates for erection of adult training centre 
in Basingstoke, est. £29,000, on site to be 
selected. ... CC has authorised the expen- 
diture, not exceeding £61,750, for erection 
ot new Court House and offices. Authorisa- 
tion for purchase of site has also been 
given.... As soon as Home Office approval 
is obtained, CC propose to erect new Divi- 
sional Police Station adjacent to Court 
House. 

BEBINGTON.—G. C. Wright 
erection of a motel at Neston-rd. 

BEDFORD.—Plans for a new divisional 
police headquarters in the central redevelop- 
ment area have been approved in principle 
at a meeting of Bedfordshire Standing Joint 
Com. The building will cost £185,000. The 
main block proposed will be six storeys high, 
and it is suggested that an additional £5,000 
be spent on extra foundations to allow an 
additional four storeys to be built at a later 
date. ... Plans for building a new secon- 
dary sch. and a caretaker’s house at Todding- 
ton for £131,650 were approved by Beds. Ed. 
Com. recently. 

BELFAST. — Education Com. propose 
alterations and extensions to the existing 
College of Technology. Est. £441,000... . 
Allan Dorman, 8 Elmwood-ave., Belfast, is 
the architect for the development of 4 High- 
st.. Belfast, for Northern Bank Ltd. 

BERKSHIRE. — Following for EC in 
1963-64 programme: An _ instalment of 
Bulmershe county co-ed. sch.; extensions and 
adaptations at Woodley county mod. sch.; 
erection of Woodley/Earley prim. sch.; 
adaptations at Woodley CoE prim. sch.; 
new county infants sch. at Bracknell; new 
sch., St. Paul’s prim., at Wokingham; new 
mixed day sch. for sub-normal children at 
Wokingham, and county mod. sch. at Ascot. 

BIRKENHEAD.—Following for BC: Erec- 
tion of a nine-storey block of 24 shops, 72 
flats, 36 flats and ten garages, all at Wood- 
church estate. 

BISHOP AUCKLAND.—Edwin Pye & Son, 
builders and contractors, East Parade, Bishop 
Auckland, are to erect about 60 houses on 
the Woodhouse Close estate. 

BLACKBURN.—Furthergate Congregation 
Church propose re-modelling premises. Est. 

BLACKPOOL.—BC to offer Lancs. CC 200 
acres land at Stanley Park Airport for pro- 
posed North West University.... Planning 
approval has been received by Blackpool 
Tower Co. for ‘ facelift’ scheme to Tower 
buildings. Est. £50,000. 

BLYTH.—William Leech Ltd., builders, 7 
St. James’-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are to 
build shops and flats on Tynedale Drive 
estate. 

BOLTON.—Following for BC: Residential 
development at Green Way, Hall i’ th’ Wood; 
new hostel for psycho-geriatric patients. 

BRACKNELL.—Home Office propose new 
Courts House and police station. Work to 
commence this year. . Development 


housing 


proposes 


Corpn. propose 67 flats at Jocks-la. 
BRADFORD.—Lex Garages Ltd. propose 
erection of multi-storey car park at Union-st. 
BRADFORD.—Following for EC: Hostel 
for the blind at The Park; new caretaker’s 
house /additional classrooms at Rosemount, 





Contracts Placed 


We are glad to receive from 
architects and quantity surveyors 
for publication details of contracts 
placed to the value of £20,000 or 
over. Such information should 
reach the Editor as soon as pos- 
sible after the contract is signed. 
Names of the architect and other 
consultants associated should be 
given. 











£17,500 est.; additional classroom at Butter- 
shaw jun. sch.; new clinics at Woodside and 
Allerton, £28,000 and £10,775 est., respec- 
tively; re-organisation of Wyke jun. sch., 
£19,900 est. 

BRISTOL.—Bristol Ice Rink Ltd. propose 
construction of new skating rink and bowl- 
ing alley at Wells-st. Architects, E. H. 
Button & Ptnr., 23 Berkeley-sq., Bristol... . 
Joseph Bryant Ltd. propose new office and 
showroom block at New Thomas-st. .. . 
Grensham Investments Ltd. propose new 
office building at Great George-st. Archi- 
tects, Redwood, Miles & Wills, Bristol.... 
Bristol Commercial Vehicles Ltd. propose 
new assembly shop, stores and offices at 
Bath-rd. Plans by Architect’s Dept. of the 
Tilling Assoc. Ltd., London. ... R. Alger 
& Sons Ltd. propose new premises at New- 
foundland and Wilson-ter.... Bristol Ware- 
house Co. Ltd., Bath-rd., propose new ware- 
house, shop and office. Architects, Stock, 
Page & Stock, 3 Fanshawe-st., London. 

BYFLEET.—Erection of a petrol filling 
and service station at Oyster-la. for Cleve- 
land Petroleum Co. Ltd. Inquiry held. 

CAMBERLEY.—AIl Wheel Drive Ltd. are 
to purchase US Navy hangar at Blackbushe 
Airport for conversion into new factory. 
Est. £300,000. ... Surrey CC approved new 
central library at Knoll-rd.... New youth 
centre at Old Dean common estate for UDC. 

CHERTSEY.—UDC propose new muni- 
cipal hall at Chertsey, and community centre 
at Addlestone. 

CHESTER.—Moore & Brock Ltd. propose 
erection of new premises at Sealand trading 
estate. 

CHESTER-LE-STREET.—Crossley & Sons, 
builders’ merchants, Middlesbrough, propose 
offices, showroom and depot at Durham-rd., 
Birtley. Architects are Child & Hall, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

CHRISTCHURCH.—The Boro’ A is pre- 
paring plans for 30 one-bedroom and ten 
two-bedroom dwellings at Somerford. 
MH&LG has given permission for the build- 
ing programme. . C is to build first 
section of Christchurch new county mixed 
grammar sch., equivalent to two-form entry 
sch. this year. Architects are Brandon-Jones, 
Ashton & Broadbent, 2 Redington-rd., NW3. 

CLITHEROE. — RDC propose housing 
development in Whalley & Chipping areas. 

COVENTRY.—City C’s Housing Com. 
have recommended that approval be given 
to the erection of 14 shops and 68 one-bed- 
room flats at the Bell Green district centre 
on a negotiated tender basis and to applica- 
tion being made for consent to a loan of 
£206,557 to meet the cost. 

CROWTHORNE.—CoE Auth. propose new 
jun. sch. Est. £35,000. Work to commence 
this year. 

CROYDON.—A preliminary scheme has 
been prepared for constructing a multi-storey 
car park between Wandle-rd. and High-st. in 
conjunction with the proposed Ring Road 
fly-over. The fly-over will run near the 
south side of Whitgift-st., and the multi- 
storey car park would extend across the site 
of the Croydon Central Bowling Club and 
other properties in High-st. The car park 
would have two parking floors below the 
fly-over, and five parking floors over the 
southern part of the site, giving a total capa- 
city of 750 cars. The primary vehicular 
access would be from the fly-over, but access 
would also be available from Wandle-rd. 
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The Council has given approval to the plan. 

DURHAM.—Funds are being raised for 
a £120,000 extension scheme at St. Chad’s 
College. Among other things, the work will 
include new domestic quarters, dining hall, 
and 20 bedrooms for students. Architect 
is Francis Johnson, 16 High-st., Bridlington, 
Yorkshire. . . . MoH has approved sketch 
plans and estimates amounting to £52,000, 
for the erection of a pre-discharge ward at 
Dryburn Hospital, Durham, for Newcastle 
Hospital Bd. Bd.’s Chief A is P. H. 
Knighton. 

EIRE.—Plans for a new £75,000 prim. sch. 
at Clonmel have been passed by the Depart- 
ment of Education and work is expected to 
commence within the next twelve months. 
During the same period it is expected that 
work will commence on a new Sisters of 
Charity sec. and prim. convent sch. at 
Morton-st. and another Christian Brothers 
prim. sch. at Irishtown. A new £130,000 
vocational sch. is also being erected at the 
present time in the town. 

ELLESMERE PORT.—Ches. EC propose 
erection of Mansfield (North Whitby) CP 
sch. Est. £58,000. 

ETON.—RDC propose development of the 
Rectory Farm site,- Taplow. 

FAILSWORTH.—Lancs. EC propose erec- 
tion of new country sch., Failsworth-rd., 
Woodhouses. 

FELLING (Co. Durham).—J. H. Fisher & 
Co. (Newcastle) Ltd., builders and contrac- 
tors, 12 Lansdowne-ter., Gosforth, North- 
umberland, are seeking permission to erect 
a public house, shops and houses at David- 


son-rd., Bill Quay, Felling. . .. John T. 
Bell & Son Ltd., builders and estate 
developers, Market-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 


are planning shopping developments at the 
junction of Crowhall-la. /Coldwell-st., Felling. 
Outline plans have been approved by the 
local authority. 

FERMANAGH.—Co. EC propose the pro- 
vision of an indoor swimming pool at 
Enniskillen. 

FLEET.—UDC propose erection of 46 
dwellings. ... Planning Com. has approved 
development application for erection of 
supermarket, five shops and eight maison- 
ettes on demolished Odeon cinema site. 

FROME.—Trustees of Blue House are con- 
sidering scheme for conversion and 
modernisation of existing building into 14 
flatlets for aged people and two self-con- 
tained flats for staff and sundry communal 
rooms. 

GATESHEAD.—John T. Bell & Sons, 
builders and estate developers, Market-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, are seeking permission 
to erect £750,000 hotel with between 70 and 
100 bedrooms near Bewick-rd., Gateshead. 
a building is expected to be seven storeys 

igh. 

GATESHEAD.—The North-Eastern Hous- 
ing Assoc., 5 Windsor-ter., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, are to let contract for the erection of 
another 212 houses and 60 garages on Leam- 
la. estate, Gateshead. 

GILLINGHAM.—Planning permission has 
been given to Messrs. Chester Jefferies Ltd., 
45 Bradford-rd., Slough, for erection of glove 
factory in Buckingham-rd., Gillingham. 

GRAPPENHALL.—Ches. CC propose erec- 
tion of health clinic. Est. £24,676. 

GRAPPENHALL.—Ches. EC propose erec- 
tion of new CP sch. at Bradshaw-la. 

GUILDFORD.—J. J. Eastick & Sons Ltd. 
propose erection of warehouse, offices and 
flats at Sydenham-rd. Architects, Gotch & 
Ptnrs., 8 City-rd., London, EC1. 

GUILDFORD.—BC propose central youth 
premises at the corner of Leapale-la. and 
North-pl. J. Lyons & Co. Ltd., Cadby Hall, 
London, propose 5-storey extensions at 50 
High-st. 

HAWARDEN.—Support in principle for 
establishment of civil airport is being given 
by Denbighs. CC. 

KENT.—A private firm is seeking permis- 
sion to build 600 houses near the railway 
station at Queenborough, Kent. 

LANCASTER. — Lancaster 
Co-operative Soc. propose 
developments at Penny-st. 


& District 
major shop 
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LEEDS.—Following for TC: Erection of 
184 flats in 12-storey blocks and 45 garages 
at Poplar estate, and 92 flats in two 12-storey 
blocks at New Carlton. 

LIVERPOOL.—Following for Regional 
Hospital Bd.: Phase 1 of General Hospital, 
Fazakerley, £1im. est.; approval in principle 
for phase 3 of Greaves Hall, £3m. est.; phase 
3 of radio-therapy developments at Clatter- 
bridge Hospital, £450,000 est.; new regional 
neuro-surgical unit at Walton Hospital, 
£900,000 est.; Fazakerley psychiatric rehabili- 
tation unit, £850,000; maternity unit at 
Chester City Hospital, £600,000 est. . 
Roberts & Sloss Ltd. propose residential 
development on 24-acre site at Kirkby. 

Hyde & Sons Ltd. propose erection | ware- 
house at Soho-st. 

LONGBENTON (Northumberland).—Owen 
Pugh & Co. Ltd., civil engineering contrac- 
tors, Whitley Bay, are to erect an office block 
at Dudley. 

LONGRIDGE.—Poplar Developments Ltd. 
propose erection of 60 dwellings at Lower-la. 

LLANRWST.—Denbighs. & Monts. Fire 
Service propose erection of two-bay fire 
station. n 

LYMINGTON.—MH&LG has authorised 
CC to grant permission for re-development 
of prefabricated bungalows sites at Thorn- 
ham-rd., New Milton, and Howards Mead, 
Pennington. 

MANCHESTER.—Following for Regional 
Hospital Bd.: Phase 2 of Sharoe Green Hos- 
pital, Preston; nurses’ residential accom- 
modation at Parkside Hospital, £27,215 est.; 
phase 2 of developments at Victoria Hos- 
pital, Blackpool. ... F. W. Buckenham Ltd. 
propose erection of two-storey warehouse/ 
offices at 110 Oldham-rd., Ancoats. 


CoE Auth. propose erection of technical 
high sch. for girls at Withington. Est. 
£125,000... . The Bentley Building Co. Ltd. 


propose erection of 78 bungalows/30 houses 
ten shops and flats at Woodlands-rd. area... . 
Townbay Property Co. propose erection of 
nine-storey block of flats at Faulkner-st.... 
Byrom Properties Ltd.- propose erection of 
offices / warehouse at Knowsley-st., Cheetham. 

MARGATE.—Bernard Sunley Investment 
Trust Ltd. propose to build 17-storey block 
of 136 flats with ground floor shopping centre 
of 51 shops, car park for 320 cars, filling 
station and lock-up garages, with pedestrian 
way from car park to shops, est. £lm., on 
+}-acre site on seafront where main London 
road enters Margate. 

MATLOCK.—UDC seeking site in South 
Darley area for residential development. 

MIDDLESBROUGH.—Corporation Hous- 
ing Com. is considering building of 16-storey 
blocks of flats. J. A. Kenyon, Boro’ E. 

MIDDLESBROUGH.—J. G. L. Poulson, 
Middlesbrough, has been appointed archi- 
tect to deal with the architectural features 
of the new £3m. Balderhead reservoir to be 
built by the Tees Valley and Cleveland Water 
Bd., Corporation-rd., Middlesbrough. 

EC has approved final plans for additions to 
Langbaurgh sec. sch., to cost £50,000. K. J. 
Caton is the Ed. A. 

NEWBURY.—BC has approved plans and 
development applications for: 22 houses off 
Courtlands-rd., Pyle Hill, for Shilston Con- 
struction Co.; three-storey furniture show- 
room at Northbrook-st., for Sunpland Ltd.; 
petrol filling station at Pembroke-rd. for 
Pass & Co. (Newbury) Ltd. ... Bristol 
Abattoir Equipment Co. is to prepare work- 
ing drawings and contract documents on 
terms to be negotiated for erection of 
slaughterhouse for BC on 2}-acre site on 
a a Greenham Dairy Farm, est. 
£27, Amended plan of site has been 
cena 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. — Plans 
being prepared by Williamson & Ptnrs., 7 St. 
Mary’s-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for the erec- 
tion of an office block at 34-48 Gallowgate, 
for Welbar Developments Ltd., King-st., 
London, EC2.... The City A, G. Kenyon, 
has prepared amended plans for six blocks 
of four-storey flats in Dovercourt-rd. /Walker- 
rd., and three blocks in the Napier-st. area. 

NEW MILLS.—Ministry approval received 
by UDC for erection of 23 old peoples’ 
bungalows and warden’s house at Bakehurst 
estate. Est. £42,835. 

NORTH-EAST HANTS.—Area Planning 


are 


Com. recommends approval for: Use of 20 
acres at Dinorben estate, Fleet, for erection 
of 62 dwellings for Herbert Pool & Garrett 
Ltd.; re-considering of plan to use one acre 
of land in grounds of Lismoyne Hotel, Fleet, 
for erection of tower eight-storey block of 
40 flats; and use of land at The Wilderness 
and The Pines, Aldershot-rd., Church Crook- 
ham, for residential development. 

NOTTINGHAM. — Ericsson Telephones 
Ltd. propose erection of new training build- 
ing at Beeston. 

ORRELL.—RC Auth. propose erection of 
St. Peter’s sec. sch. on 15 acres of land at 
Mount Farm. 

OXFORD.—TC approved erection of 58 
dwellings in 15 storey block, and 17 houses 
and garages, 24 maisonettes, 34 flats and four 
aged persons’ bungalows at Wood Farm 
estate. 

OXON.—CC approved following: New 
county police headquarters, £115,000 est.; 


staff houses at Kidlington Fire station, 
£38,000 est. 
PADGATE.—J. H. Smith (Hale) Ltd., 


Altrincham, propose residential development 
at Bruche-ave. 

PURLEY.—Surrey CC propose extensions 
at county sch. for boys. Est. £90,000. 
Architects, Jarvis & Richards, London, SW1. 

READING.—Regional Hospital Bd. pro- 
pose modernisation of Adelaide Ward at the 
Royal Berkshire Hospital.... BC approved 
plans for three-storey office block on site of 
St. Mary’s Vicarage, for Mr. W. A. 
Alexander. 

REDCAR.—Bradley & Co. (Builders) Ltd., 
York, are to develop the Ings Farm Estate, 
where provision is made for 360 bungalows 
and about 80 houses. 

RICKMANSWORTH.—Herts. CC pro- 
pose new jun. mixed and infants’ sch. at 
Eastbury Farm. Est. £70,099. 

RUNCORN.—ICI Ltd. propose erection of 
office/store at Castner Kellner-wks. 

SALE.—Ches. CC propose erection of 
child welfare centre at Woodheys area. 
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SEATON (Cumberland).—John Twiname 
Ltd., builders and contractors, Brigham 
Cumberland, are planning the construction 
of a hotel at Seaton. 

SHEFFIELD.—The Senate propose erec- 
tion of theatre and assembly hall at Sheffield 
University. - Following for TC: 407 
dwellings at Middlewood-rd.; classroom 
block at Hammerton county school; kitchen /. 
dining block at Greystones county sch. 

SHEFFIELD.—Palmer & Co. propose 
development of large industrial sites. 

SHIREBROOK.—Derbys. propose 
erection of branch library during 1961-62. 

SHREWSBURY.—BC propose erection of 
182 dwellings/68 garages at Harlescott 
Grange estate. 

SILSDEN.—Ministry approval received by 
UDC for Town Hall improvements. 

SKEGNESS.—Stiebel & Co. Ltd., Notting- 
ham, are to build a new £30,000 factory, 
covering about 12,000 sq. ft. 

SKELMERSDALE.—MH&LG has desig- 
nated 4,029 acres of land as new town. 

SLOUGH.—Exlax Ltd. propose erection 
of a factory at Bath-rd. Architects, Rix & 
Rix, High-st., Burnham. 

SLOUGH.—Astaire-Barkeman Investments 
Ltd. propose shops and showrooms at 213 
High-st. Architects, Carl Fisher and Asso- 
ciates, 56 Portland-pl., London, Wl. . 
MacManus Ltd. propose housing develop- 
ment at High-st. 

SOUTHAMPTON.—BC propose erection 
of 48 dwellings at Dale Valley-rd. 

STAFFORDSHIRE.—Permission has been 
granted by the MH&LG to the Quickfit group 
of companies to build a £500,000 factory on 
a 90-acre site at Stone, Staffordshire. A 
Ministry inspector held a public inquiry at 
Stone in December last year. 

STOCKPORT.—EC propose erection of 
new CP sch. at Brinnington. 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES.—Plans have been 
submitted to the MoE for the erection of 
the proposed St. Mary’s RC sec. mod. girls’ 
sch. The cost will be about £180,000. Archi- 
tect is T. A. Crawford, 91 Borough-rd., 
Middlesbrough. 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES.—Charles Tennet 
Ltd., builders and contractors, 74 Church-rd., 
Stockton, are to erect offices in Hanlon-st., 
Stockton. . . . The TC has received loan 
sanction for £199,174 for the erection of 93 
houses on the Hardwick site. ... EC is 
considering schemes prepared by the Boro’ 
A (T. C. Hartley) for the remodelling of 
William Newton sch. (£42,000 for two-form 
entry and £98,000 for three-form entry); 


Newham Grange sch. (£92,000); Richard 
Hind jun. sch. (£60,000); and Newtown 
infants’ sch. (£81,000). 

KE-ON-TRENT. — TC propose 


improvements to Stoke, Longton and Fenton 
police stations. 

STOKE-ON-TRENT.—Completion of new 
city library and museum and erection of new 
central library at Hanley civic centre, is 
being considered by 

STRETFORD. —Following for BC: Erec- 
tion of 42 aged persons’ dwellings /communal 
facilities/warden’s flat at Lostock Court; 
15-storey tower block of flats at Chester-rd.; 
38 flats/4 bungalows/warden’s flat / Common 
room, at Barton-rd.; 22 sd houses at 
Nansen-cl. 

SUNDERLAND.—Site works have been 
completed for a large engineering factory in 
Hylton-rd. for Hepworth & Grandage, Ltd., 
St. John’s-wks., Bradford, and it is expected 
that the general building contract will be 
decided soon. The architects are Newrick 
& Blackbell, 58 John-st., Sunderland. .. . 
J. W. Ridley Ltd, Builders, Sunderland, are 
to erect 60 houses at East Herrington. 
Architects are W. & T. R. Milburn, Sunder- 
land. 

SUNDERLAND.—Ed Committee are to 
rebuild Milton Hall, near Brampton (Cum- 
berland) which was destroyed by fire last 
March, as a residential school for handi- 
capped boys. 

SUNDERLAND.—The British Transport 
Commission are expected to start work this 
year on the reconstruction of Sunderland 
Railway Station. 

SWANAGE.—UDC’s estimates for coming 
financial year include: £55,000 for new 
pavilion; £28,000 for coast protection works; 
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£10,000 for caravan park improvement; and 
£3,000 for public conveniences at Herston. 

THATCHAM (Berks.).—Newbury RDC has 
accepted lay-out submitted by Gregory 
Housing, of Worthing, for erection of estate 
of 240 dwellings and garages on north side 
of Chapel-st. 

THORNABY-ON-TEES.—The Corporation 
is planning large-scale housing developments 
on the site of a former airfield. A report 
on the project has been prepared by E. G. 
Lediard, consulting engineer, Eldon-sq., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Application is to be 
made to revise the town map to allow the 
scheme to be carried out. 

TIDWORTH  (Wilts)—County Planning 
Committee recommends approval of site at 
South Tidworth for building proposed new 
Military Hospital. 

TYLDESLEY.—UDC propose erection of 
new swimming baths at Castle-st., after 
demolition of Majestic Cinema. 

UPTON (Ches.).—Ches. EC propose erec- 
tion of new Plas Newton prim. sch. Est. 
£58,000. 

WALSALL.—BC propose erection of 285 
garages/47 bedsitters at Mossley estate. 

WARRINGTON.—J. H. Smith (Hale) Ltd.. 
Altrincham builders, have purchased for 
£44,250 a 154-acre site at Bruche-ave., Pad- 
gate, for which outline planning permission 
for residential purposes has already been 
granted. 

WASHINGTON (Co. Durham).—Plans are 
being considered for large factory extensions 
for the Washington Chemical Co. The firm 
have prepared their own plans. 

WESHAM.—Fylde RDC propose erection 
of new office premises. 

WEST HARTLEPOOL.—A new Mormon 
Church is to be erected on a site in Catcote- 
rd. Est. £100.000. 

WHITLEY BAY.—M. J. Liddell & Sons, 
builders and contractors, 36 Great North-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, who are developing the 
£5,500,000 Whitley Lodge Estate, have 
= sanction to build a PH to serve the 
estat 

WHITTLE - LE - WOODS. — Associated 
Broiler Breeders Ltd., Essex, in conjunction 
with R. Bowling & Sons, Chorley, propose 
erection of new broiler hatchery. 

WIGAN.—Magee, Marshall & Co. Ltd., 
brewers, are to build a new £40,000 PH on 
the Worsley Hall housing estate, Pemberton, 
Wigan. 

WOKING.—Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co. 
Ltd., London, propose 42 flats and maison- 
ettes and 39 garages at Chobham-rd. 

Mr. H. J. Randall proposes erection of 51 
flats and maisonettes and 41 garages at 
Brooklyn-rd. Inquiry held. 

WOKINGHAM.—BC approved plans for 
70 flats and garages behind ‘The Elms,’ 
Broad-st. 

WOODLEY.—P Council approved new 
church and church hall at the Southlake 
estate. 

WYCOMBE.—RDC propose 35 dwellings 
at Long Wick-rd., 58 at Bourne End, five at 
Woodburn and two aged persons’ bungalows 
at Tyler Green. ... RDC has approved 90 
houses at ~'o ecend, Bourne End, for A. D. 
Jameson, Chalklands, Bourne End; 47 houses 
at Wharf-la., Bourne End, for R. Green Con- 
struction Ltd., Uxbridge, Middx. 


TENDERS 


(a) Denotes accepted. 

(pa) Denotes provisionally accepted. 

(Ra) Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

(aM) Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

(Gp) Denotes accepted subject to approval by appro- 
priate Government Department. 


ALDERSHOT.—War Office propose 
rebuilding Lille Barracks. (A) A. A. Stuart 
& Sons (Glasgow) Ltd., London, £4m. 
(approx.). 

BATLEY.—Erection of sec. mod. sch. at 
Bruntcliffe for West Riding CC. (a) J. 
Miller & Ptnrs., Wakefield, £228,867. 


BOLTON.—Extensions and alterations at 


Tonge Moore CP sch. for BC. (a) Direct 
labour. 
BOOTLE.—Erection of 94 flats and 


maisonettes at Strand-rd./Jersey-st. for CBC. 
Boro’ E is T. W. Crookdake. (A) Direct 


labour. £189,166. 
BRADFORD.—Erection of 13 dwellings at 





(a) H. 
New-st., 


Old Park-rd., Thorpe Edge, for TC. 
Johnson & Sons (Farsley) Ltd., 
Farsley, £25,993. 

BRISTOL.—National Pool Promotions 
Ltd., propose three-storey warehouse at 
Stokes Croft. (a) Richard Costain Ltd., 
Bristol. 

CAMBERLEY.—Governors of the Kings 
College Hospital propose extensions at 
Baldwin Brown Convalescent Home. (A) R. 
Holford & Co. Ltd., Walnut Tree-cl., Guild- 


ford. 

CHESTER.—Second instalment of Hoole 
sec. sch. for EC of City C. (a) T. Warring- 
ton & Sons Ltd., £122,565. 

COSELEY.—Erection of 164 dwellings at 
Woodcross North housing site for UDC. 
(aA) Five Oaks Estates Ltd., Birmingham New- 
rd., Coseley. 

CROYDON.—Erection of six shops with 
maisonettes over, 11 dwellings, 22 garages 
and manager’s depot at Shrublands housing 
estate for CBC. (aA) Carlton Contractors 
Ltd., Epsom, Surrey, £72,746'(in lieu of with- 
drawn tender). 

CUCKFIELD.—Erection of ten dwellings 
at Copthorne, Sussex, for RDC. E&S is A. 
Hutchings. (a) F. W. Honour & Sons Ltd., 
London-rd., East Grinstead, Sussex, £16,626. 

CUMBERLAND  (West).—Erection of 
main block of new hospital at Hensingham, 
nr. Whitehaven, for Newcastle Regional Hos- 
pital Bd. (A) John Laing & Co. Ltd., £2m. 
(approx.). 

DURHAM.—Following for CC: Erection 
of day sch. at Hare Law. (A) Middleton & 
Co. Ltd., Queen Alexandra Bridge Approach, 
Sunderland, £57,603. Erection of mod. sch. 
at Wingate. A is R. Brown, 123 Victoria-rd., 
Darlington. (A) H. Hewitt & Son Ltd., Sta- 
tion-wks., Haswell, Co. Durham, £100,000. 
Alterations and additions to Frosterley South 
county sch. (A) George Stephenson (Builders 
and Contractors) Ltd., Chester-st., Bishop 
Auckland, £31,141. (County A is G. W. 
Gelson.) 

FRIERN BARNET.—Erection of dwellings 
and garages at Balfour Grove for UDC. (a) 
Drury Construction (Southern) Ltd., £79,790 
(approx.). 

GLASGOW.—Erection of new store at 
junction of Argyle-st./Miller-st. for F. W. 
Woolworth & Co. Ltd. G. Gilford, archi- 
tect. (A) John Laing & Son Ltd. 

HACKNEY.—Erection of 22 flats, etc., at 
Mount Pleasant-la. for MBC. (a) Direct 
labour, £68,460. 

HARROGATE.—New office and ware- 
house extensions at Grove Park-ter. for 
James Coombes & Co. Ltd. (aA) Walter 
Birch (Harrogate) Ltd. 

HARTLEPOOL.—Erection of 85 houses 
for North-Eastern Housing Assn. Archi- 
tects, P. L. Browne, Son & Harding, Pearl- 
bldgs., Northumberland-st., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. (a) G. M. Pearson & Son, Front-st., 
Hetton, Co. Durham. 

HECKMONDWIKE.—New grammar sch. 
extensions for West Riding CC. (a) F. 
Shepherd & Sons Ltd., £122,671. 

HERNE BAY.—Following for UDC: Erec- 
tion of 30-36 dwellings at Sussex-gdns. J. C. 
Clague, Herne Bay, Kent, architect. E. G. 
Heselden, quantity surveyor. (A) R. M. 
Brookes Ltd., Maidstone, Kent, £62,543. 
Erection of 12 one-bed. flats at Canterbury- 
rd. J. C. Clague, Herne Bay, Kent, archi- 
tect. E. G. Heselden, surveyor. (A) S. R. 
Howell & Son Ltd., Herne Bay, Kent, 


HOLBORN. —Improvements to flats at 
Boswell House for MBC. (A) S. Varney & 
Co. Ltd., £39,074. 

HORSHAM.—Erection of new laboratories 
and gymnasium at Collyers sch. for The 
Governors. Godman & Kay, architects. H. 
Trinick & Ptnrs., quantity surveyors. (A) 
Y. J. Lovell (Sussex) Ltd., £91,843. 

JARROW.— Erection of new Jarrow Dunn- 
st. jun. and infant sch. for Durham CC. (A) 
Wigham & Son, Shepherd-ter., Hylton, 
Sunderland, £59,614. 

KILROOT (Co. Antrim).—Erection of a 
factory on a 200-acre site for ICI Ltd., 
Imperial-hse., Millbank, London, SW1l. (A) 
George Wimpey & Co. Ltd., Hammersmith- 
grove, London, W6. 

LEEDS.—Following for TC: Three 
blocks of flats and 53 garages at Wellington 
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Hill, and two blocks flats/six houses/62 
garages/36 maisonettes at Mistress-la. (A) 
G. Wimpey & Co. Ltd., £733,826. Erection 
of 192 dwellings/69 garages/store at Poplar 
estate. (A) N. B. Bell & Co. Ltd., Leeds, 
£366,460. 

LIMERICK (Eire).—Rebuilding of Todd’s 
departmental store in O’Connel-st., Limerick. 
(4) P. J. Wallace & Sons Ltd., Aldborough- 
par., North Strand, Dublin, £147,000. Erec- 
tion of a prim. sch. and assembly hall at 
Ballincurra, Weston, for Sisters of Mercy. 
(A) Lanigan Bros., Carr-st., Limerick, £90,000. 
Rebuilding of the Royal George — 
O’Connell-st., for the directors. (A) J. & D. 
Mcllvenna, Tolka Bridge, Dublin, £175,000. 

LIVERPOOL.—Extensions to Williamson- 
sq. for J. Denton Ltd. (A) Tysons (Con- 
tractors) Ltd., Liverpool. Second phase of 
Mabel Fletcher Technical College for TC. 
(A) Tysons (Contractors) Ltd., Liverpool, 
£20,665. 

(Gp) LONDON (Air Ministry).—Contracts 
to the value of £4,000 or over for week 
ended March 17: Building work: Fyling- 
dales, Yorks.; Holland & MHannen and 
Cubitts ——s Ltd., Gateshead 11. Brize 
Norton, Oxford; F. R. Hipperson & Son Ltd., 
Dagenham, = (Two contracts) Colerne, 
Wilts.; S. W. Foster Ltd., Radstock, Somer- 
set. Kemble, Glos.; Downing Rudman & 
Bent Ltd., Chippenham, Wilts. (Two con- 
tracts) Norton Hall, Lincoln; Messrs. J. T. 
Barber & Son, Boston, Lincs. Woodbridge, 
Suffolk; Rogers Bros. Ltd., Felixstowe, Suf- 
folk. Hereford; Lavender McMillan Con- 
tractors Ltd., Worcester Park, Surrey. 
Ballykelly, Limavady, Co. Londonderry, N. 
Ireland; Farrans Ltd., Belfast. Ballykelly, 
Limavady, Co. Londonderry, N. Ireland; J. 
Kennedy & Co. Ltd., Coleraine, Northern 
Ireland. Surfacing to existing paved areas: 
Gibraltar; William Briggs & Son Ltd., 
Dundee. Lyneham, Wilts.; Amey’s Asphalt 
Co. Ltd., Abingdon, Berks. Artificers’ work: 
Locking, Somerset, etc.; Dudley Coles Ltd., 
Plymouth. Yatesbury, Wilts., etc.; Dudley 
Coles Ltd., Plymouth. Painting work: High 
Wycombe, Bucks.; J. J. Hamilton & Sons 
Ltd., Headington, Oxford. Heating services: 
St. Athan, Glam.; Richard Crittall & Co. 
Ltd., Cardiff. Preparation and maintenance 
of land: Chelveston, Northants.; Brunting- 
thorpe, Warks.; Molesworth, Hunts., etc.; 
Jack Branch (Airfields) Ltd., Waterbeach, 
Cambridge. Alconbury, Hunts.; Thurleigh, 
Beds.; Oakington, Cambs., etc.; E. Doe & 
Sons (Contractors) Ltd., Fyfield, Ongar, 
Essex. 

(Gd) LONDON (British Railways).—New 
contracts placed by Western Region: Provi- 
sion of office accommodation for the Western 
Area Police Headquarters at Philips-bldgs. 
at 51 Victoria-st., Bristol; Stone & Co. 
(Bristol) Ltd., Redland-rd., Bristol 6. Provi- 
sion and installation of a private automatic 
telephone exchange at Shrewsbury Station; 
Automatic Telephone & Electric Co. Ltd., 
Strowger-hse., Arundel-st., London, WC2. 
Erection of a telephone exchange offices for 
District Engineer, a retaining wall and sub- 
structure for a power signal box, temporary 
parcels accommodation and an electrical 
sub-station at Reading Station; Anglo-Scot- 
tish Construction Co. Ltd., Coombe-la., 
Raynes Park, London, SW20. Construction 
of district offices at Shrewsbury; Wilson 
Lovatt & Sons Ltd., Clarence-st., Wolver- 
hampton. 

(Gp) LONDON (MoW).—Contracts placed 
for week ended March 11: Devon; Erection 
of new gate house and road works at Royal 
Naval Engineering College, Manadon; 
Aubrey Long Ltd., 21 Harvey-st., Torpoint, 
Cornwall. Erection of Head Post Office, 
Tiverton; E. B. C. & Sleeman Ltd., Colleton- 
mews, Melbourne-st., Exeter. Gloucester- 
shire: Internal decorations to Government 
Office, Burghill-rd., Westbury-on-Trym; C. A. 
Hayes & Sons (Painting) Ltd., Stork-hse., 
Hotwells, Bristol 8. London: Erection and 
completion of General Post Office, Western 
District Office, Wl; Lavender, McMillan 
(Contractors) Ltd., 54 Cheam Common-rd., 
Worcester Park, Surrey. Electric lighting, 
power, etc., at Admiralty, Whitehall, SW1; 
Read & Ptnrs. Ltd., 28-32 Hatfields, Stam- 
ford-st., SEl. Middlesex: Erection of tele- 
phone engineering centre, Friern Barnet; 
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boilers and ancillaries at Blundeston security 
training prison, Lowestoft; D. Adamson & 
Co. Ltd., Dukinfield, Cheshire. Northamp- 
tonshire: Adaptations at Post Office, Rock- 
ingham-hse., Rockingham-rd., Kettering. 
Turner & Spendlove, Tichmarsh, Kettering. 
(cp) LONDON (War Department).—Con- 
tracts placed for week ended March 3: 
Hampshire: Building at Aldershot; Davies & 
Rentowl (Aldershot) Ltd., St. Albans. 
Miscellaneous at Longmoor; E. J. Logan 
(Putney) Ltd., London, SW15. Painting and 
decorating at Middle Wallop; Ian Williams 
& Co. Ltd., Cardiff. Leicestershire: Build- 
ing at South Wigston; M. J. Gleeson (Con- 
tractors) Ltd., North Cheam, Surrey. 
London: Building in W8; J. Garrett & Son 
Ltd., London, SW12. Nottinghamshire: 
Hutting at Ollerton; H. Rouse & Sons Ltd., 
Mansfield Woodhouse. 
MAIDENHEAD.—Firm price tenders for 
ten old people’s flats and stores at Cox 
Green estate for BC. (A) Clayton Heath 
Ltd., Boyne-wks., Maidenhead, £13,769. 
MANCHESTER.—Phase I of adaptations 
at Burton-rd., Withington, for nurses’ accom- 
modation for Regional Hospital Bd. (a) 
. H. Godfrey & Sons Ltd., Manchester, 
£38,111. Erection of St. Anthony’s sec. sch. 
at Beverley-st., Blackley, for RC Auth. (A) 
Cooper Bros. & John Clayton Ltd., Maccles- 


field. 

MIDDLESBROUGH.—Supply of _ steel 
pipes to be laid between Sadberge reservoir 
and Long Newton, for the Tees Valley and 
Cleveland Water Bd. (A) 
Steel & Iron Co. Ltd., 
£67,815. 

NEWBURY.—Proposed public slaughter- 
house for BC. (A) Bristol Abattoir Equip- 
ment Co. Ltd., Russell Town-ave., 
£27,050. 

NOTTINGHAM.—Erection of a. civic 
theatre for City C. (a) Simms, Sons & 
Cooke Ltd. Est. £370,000. 

NOTTINGHAM.—New offices at Lenton- 
la. for East Midlands Gas Bd. (aA) William 
Woodsend Ltd., £138,487. 

READING.—Governors of the Greycoat 
Hospital Foundation propose erection of 
arts and crafts block at Queen Annes sch. 
(A) McCarthy E. Fitt Ltd., Oxford-rd., 
Reading. 

ROCHDALE. — New _ supermarket at 
Union-sq. for Rochdale Pioneers Co-opera- 
tive Soc. Ltd. (A) Building Dept., CWS Ltd., 
Manchester. 

RUGELEY.—Erection of sewage disposal 
works for UDC. (a) T. Vale & Sons, 
Wolverhampton, £379,895. 

ST. HELENS (Lancs.).—Erection of new 
head office building, on the main St. Helens 
Liverpool-rd., for Pilkington Bros. Ltd. E. 
Maxwell Fry, architect. (a) Holland & 
Hannen and Cubitts (North West) Ltd., 
£2,800,000. 

ST. HELENS.—Extensions at North-rd. 
for St. Helens YMCA. (a) J. Gerrard & 
Sons Ltd., Swinton, Lancs. 

SEDGELEY.—New workshops for Wolver- 
hampton, Dudley & District Institution for 
the Blind. (a) Five Oaks Estates Ltd., 
Coseley, £177,993. 


Middlesbrough, 
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SUNDERLAND.—Erection of proposed 
Town End jun. and infant sch. for EC. (a) 
Tate & Holmes, Benwell, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
£118,470. 

SWANSEA.—Erection of assembly hall 
at Swansea Training College for CBC. (Ra) 
Rees & Kirby Ltd., Morriston, Swansea, 
£106,000. 

WEST BROMWICH.—Erection of maison- 
ettes at Hill Top for CBC. (a) Five Oaks 
Estates, £369,883. 

WITNEY (Oxon.).—UDC propose erection 
of 20 houses and garages at Schofield-ave. 
(A) Fisher & Townsend, Hailey, Witney, 
Oxon., £47,603. 

YORK.—Erection of 30 flats at Long 
Close-la., and 25 flats at Lowther-st., Groves 
redevelopment area for City C. (A) J. & C. 
Hull Ltd., 22 Parliament-st., York, £89,354. 

YORK.—New premises for Archbishop 
Holgate Gram. sch. for City C. (A) Wm. 
Birch & Sons Ltd., £197,400. 
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